
Along with URC churchgoers from around 
the region, other denominational heads 
joined the celebration at Crosby URC, as well 
as many people who had travelled by coach 
from Essex, Geoff’s previous church home. 
Attendees were split between the main 
church and the church hall, and masks were 
worn, in line with Covid precautions.

At the service Geoff called for us to rediscover 
the enormity of the God we worship. He 
added, ‘My prayer is that we focus on what 
matters, on Jesus Christ. He restores and gives 
hope and forgiveness.’

Did you know?
Geoff is ‘coming home’, having been 
born and raised in Higher Bebington on 
the Wirral. He became a Christian at the 
Anfield stadium during the Billy Graham 
Mission in 1984.

Geoff was ordained in 2000 and inducted 
into the Canterbury pastorate in the URC’s 
Southern Synod, which he served for ten 
years. He then moved to Plume Avenue  
URC in 2010.

Welcome too…
Welcome also to the new-look Lookout! 
We missed you during the pandemic and, 
from what we heard, you missed us! This 
is a special Lookout edition featuring our 
new Moderator Geoff and moving forward 
we will be producing this newsletter 
quarterly. So, if you have any church or 
individual stories which others may like  
to hear about, please get in touch.

A very warm welcome  
to our new Moderator!

Welcome to the Revd Geoff 
Felton, who was inducted as URC 
Mersey Moderator on Saturday 4 
September in front of 150 people 
– including the deputy Mayor of 
Liverpool Cllr Jane Corbett.
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Revd Geoff Felton

After the service, from left to right: Revd Clare Downing, 
URC General Assembly Moderator; Deputy Mayor of 
Liverpool Cllr Jane Corbett; Rt Revd Paul Bayes, Anglican 
Bishop of Liverpool; Revd Geoff Felton, URC Mersey 
Moderator; Most Revd Malcolm McMahon, Catholic 
Archbishop of Liverpool, Bishop of Birkenhead Rt Revd 
Julie Conalty and Revd Canon Mike Hindley,  
who preached at the service.



What’s first?
Geoff is booked to preach at different 
churches for the first six months and his 
initial priority is meeting churches, church 
leaders and getting to hear from them about 
their hopes and dreams for the future.

He added, ‘I want to get to know the 
Synod area and what makes it tick 
and also be out and about, visible to 
members of Synod. I want to begin to 
think about how God may be calling us 
to build his Kingdom here in Mersey 
Synod together as we come out of  
the pandemic.’

Geoff on video
Before Geoff arrived he shared some of  
his thoughts and ideas in a series of videos, 
which we posted in our e-newsletter and 
on the website. If you haven’t seen them, 
please have a look, each one is only  
a couple of minutes long.

www.urcmerseysynod.org.uk/moderator

Fun Fact
Geoff recently won the 
URC Environment Sunday 
Photographic competition 
(photo above) and was 
awarded a book and  
an RSPB gift voucher. 

Local church  
‘where the rubber hits the road’
On these videos he talks about the local 
church, Synod and the URC. He says, 

‘I passionately believe that the local 
church is the hope for the world, that  
we can make a difference in people’s 
lives. I really believe that the local church 
is where the rubber hits the road. 

‘I want Mersey Synod to be a synod that 
facilitates and supports and encourages 
local churches to do what they’re doing. 

‘I also think that it’s the local church that 
changes nations and with that comes a 
huge responsibility … and we all need  
to do our bit. 

‘One of the strengths of the URC is 
the people. We need its people to 
participate, to get involved in mission. 
Don’t leave it to everybody else  
– get involved and be the church  
for the 21st century.’

Welcome Geoff

Family

Geoff’s wife Sarah works as 
UK Finance Executive for 
International Justice Mission, 
a Christian charity seeking to 
set people free from slavery 
and rehabilitate them into 
a new life. Sarah and Geoff 
have three sons – two at 
University, one at college – 
and a dog called Biscuit.

Prayer Pointers

Please Pray:

For Geoff’s family to quickly 
settle into their new home

For Geoff as he takes up the 
reigns at Synod, for wisdom 

For Synod to move forward, 
adapting to current and future 
challenges innovatively  
and creatively.

Photos: Right, Geoff being inducted 
and below, 150 people watched the 

induction service at Crosby URC.
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I’m currently in training to 
run the London Marathon in 
October. I’ve run marathons 
before but never the London 
one. When I go out for a run 
it amazes me that sometimes 
the miles fly by, the blood flows 
through my veins, the world is 
beautiful and I feel great. 
Other times it is a real effort, a dirge and 
I’m tempted to give up and go home. The 
thing that keeps me going is the thought of 
crossing the finish line in October and taking 
the medal that shows I have completed the 
London Marathon.

I wonder if you can relate this to your faith? 
Sometimes our past holds us back. We keep 
on revisiting our old mistakes and return to 
them as if our identity is bound by them. 
Paul realises his past mistakes are now 
gone. His persecution of the church and his 
involvement with the martyrdom of Stephen 
... Mistakes but past mistakes.

Geoff

When I run I try to learn from my mistakes 
but I don’t hold on to them. In life it is 
good to learn but it’s also good to press on 
towards the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called us heavenwards.

May you press on towards God, may you 
learn from your mistakes but not be bound 
by them and may you and your churches 
keep your eyes on the prize.

With every blessing,

Reflection
But I press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and 
sisters, I do not consider myself yet to 
have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 
forgetting what is behind and straining 
towards what is ahead, I press on towards 
the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus.
(Phil 3:12-14)

PS. I’ll be raising money for a 
Colchester Hospice called St Helena 
when running the marathon. If 
anyone would like to sponsor me, 
you can via:  shorturl.at/btCGZ




