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WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 
Sunday 5 September 

10.30am Morning Communion Service 
led by Revd Ian Smith—In-person and on Zoom 

Our mission is to offer our best to God 

through worship, fellowship  

and care for the community 
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Our worship this week includes Holy 

Communion.  Please have to hand 

some bread and a glass of wine or 

juice.  This worship material is 

designed for you to use at home.  

Some elements may differ from the 

service livestreamed from Christ 

Church. 

Opening Words 

Here, in this place, 

we will not be afraid  

to sing the good news. 

We will praise our God, 

now and always. 

Here, with this people, 

we will not fear  

in living the good news. 

We will walk with Jesus, 

as he comes with justice  

in his hands. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn from Songs 

of Praise at Paisley Abbey can be 

found at  

https://youtu.be/iuLmDye_5ys 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

to his feet your tribute bring; 

ransomed, healed, restored, 

forgiven, 

who like thee his praise should sing? 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise the everlasting King! 

Praise him for his grace and favour 

to our fathers in distress; 

praise him, still the same as ever, 

slow to chide, and swift to bless: 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Glorious in his faithfulness! 

Father-like he tends and spares us; 

well our feeble frame he knows; 

in his hands he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes: 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Widely as his mercy flows! 

Worship for Sunday 5 September 

Here, in these moments, 

we will not be scared  

to tell the good news. 

We will be open to all the Holy 

Spirit 

is doing in our midst. 

https://youtu.be/iuLmDye_5ys
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   will learn to change their minds; 

those whose hearts are barren 

deserts 

   will bloom with bouquets of 

laughter; 

those who have buried faith under a 

mound of words 

   will see it resurrected in 

compassion for others. 

We long to journey on your holy 

road, 

God in Community, Holy and One.  

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Angels, help us to adore him, 

ye behold him face to face; 

sun and moon, bow down before 

him, 

dwellers all in time and space: 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise with us the God of grace! 

John Goss 

Prayer of the Day 

On your holy road, 

Heart of faithfulness, 

those blinded by fear 

   will see hope; 

those deafened by doubt’s cries 

   will hear grace; 

those who have only crumbs 

   will be filled with love. 

On your holy road, 

Heart of justice, 

bullies will become mentors 

   for those they tormented; 

those who can’t find the right words 

   will compose songs of wonder; 

those who trip over their worries 

   will dance in the streets. 

On your holy road, 

Heart of grace, 

those convinced of their ways 

Old Testament Reading:  

Isaiah 35 v4-9a 

Pause 

Epistle Reading:  

James 2 v1-10 & 14-17 

Pause 

Gospel Reading:  

Mark 7 v24-37 

Pause 

Reflect on the readings  

using the material on page 7 
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Prayer of Confession 

So many choices, and we make the 

wrong ones; 

so many paths to take, and we go 

down the wrong ones; 

so much good we could do, and all 

we do is offer empty words. 

Let us bring our lives and hearts to 

our God, 

who is our help and hope, in this 

and every moment. 

Have mercy on us, so we might be 

open to all the chances we will have 

to follow, and to serve alongside our 

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Silence 

Whisper it. Say it. Shout it. Sing it! 

Our God comes with justice, not 

judgment; 

with hope, not a heavy hand; 

with grace, not grudges. 

This is the good news for us. 

We will not be scared to tell anyone, 

and everyone, 

of our God who overflows with 

mercy, 

who sets us free, 

who watches over us. 

Thanks be to God, 

we are forgiven!  Amen. 

Communion Hymn 
A recording of this hymn from Songs 

of Praise can be found at  

https://youtu.be/QA_g98O42Q4 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have come to us, 

you are one with us, 

Mary's Son- 

cleansing our souls from all their sin, 

pouring your love and goodness in; 

Jesus, our love for you we sing, 

living Lord. 

We say that we are good listeners, 

but we turn stopped up ears to the 

vulnerable around us. 

We say that we live as your people, 

but too often, put ourselves ahead 

of the people we love. 

We say that we are people of faith, 

but then try to overwhelm people 

with words, 

rather than acts of service. 

We say so much, God of 

compassion, 

that we cannot hear you calling us to 

faithful living. 

Have mercy on us and send us out 

to offer kindness to the lonely. 

Have mercy on us and send us to be 

generous with the love you 

offer. 

https://youtu.be/QA_g98O42Q4
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Lord Jesus Christ, 

now and every day 

teach us how to pray, 

Son of God. 

You have commanded us to do 

this, in remembrance, Lord, of you; 

into our lives your power breaks 

through, 

living Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have come to us, 

born as one of us, 

Mary's Son- 

led out to die on Ca1vary, 

risen from death to set us free; 

living Lord Jesus, help us see 

you are Lord. 

Narrative of the Institution of 

The Lord’s Supper 

Read 1 Corinthians 11 v23-26 

Bread and Wine 

Take the bread, 

break it and eat: 

may it be for us the Body of Christ. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

we would come to you, 

live our lives for you, 

Son of God; 

all your commands we know are 

true, 

your many gifts will make us new; 

into our lives your power breaks 

through, 

living Lord. 
Patrick Appleford  © 1960 Josef 

Weinberger Ltd. 

Used with permission under CCLI No 

214840 

Take the cup, 

drink from it: 

may it be for us the blood of Christ. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn from Olive 

Tree Church, Luton, can be found at 

https://youtu.be/d8r-AkLkxtU 

There's a spirit in the air, 

telling Christians everywhere: 

"Praise the love that Christ revealed, 

living, working in our world!" 

Lose your shyness, find your tongue, 

tell the world what God has done: 

God in Christ has come to stay. 

Live tomorrow's life today! 

When believers break the bread, 

when a hungry child is fed, 

praise the love that Christ revealed, 

living, working in our world. 

Still the Spirit gives us light, 

seeing wrong and setting right: 

God in Christ has come to stay. 

Live tomorrow's life today! 

https://youtu.be/d8r-AkLkxtU
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Closing Words 

The God who called us here 

is sending us out, 

to turn words into deeds, 

worship into service, 

and vision into reality. 

Together we have celebrated the 

faith; 

now let us share it 

in the name of Christ. 

When a stranger's not alone, 

where the homeless find a home, 

praise the love that Christ revealed, 

living, working in our world. 

May the Spirit fill our praise, 

guide our thoughts and change our 

ways. 

God in Christ has come to stay. 

Live tomorrow's life today! 

There's a Spirit in the air, 

calling people everywhere: 

Praise the love that Christ revealed, 

living, working in our world. 

Brian Wren  © Oxford University Press 

Used with permission under CCLI No 

214840 

Items for inclusion in the bulletin for Sunday 12 September, will need to be with  

Liz Byrne by 7.00pm on Tuesday 7 September.   

Please send by email to: bulletin@ccpsurc.info  

or post to: Bulletin, c/o 21 Gorsehill Road, Wallasey, CH45 9JA 

Items for the 12 September Bulletin 

Thank you for your continuing financial support of the life of the church.  As you 

make your weekly offering, by which ever means, we invite you to pray this 

prayer of dedication: 

Gracious God, 

we can never repay all we owe you, 

or even a fraction of what we have received 

from your loving hand. 

So we bring you these gifts, 

not as any settling of a debt, 

but as a gesture of gratitude 

and an expression of our love, 

offered to you in joyful worship 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Offertory and Prayer 
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Bible Reading and Reflection for Sunday 5 September 

Readings: 

James 2:1-10, 14-17 & Mark 7:24-37 

Reflection: 

Where is the Good News in this 

week’s gospel reading?  Jesus casts 

out a demon and heals a deaf man, 

and that might be enough good news; 

but this lesson begins with a woman 

getting rough treatment from Jesus.  

In our current age of political spin, it’s 

hard to imagine why the author of 

Mark included this part of the story; it 

challenges our picture of Jesus as 

admirable and remarkable.  It seems 

he is capable of the public gaffe too. 

But Jesus did not have a publicist – at 

least, not until later, when the gospels 

were written.  He had a real life, real 

feelings, and in this passage, a real 

moment of conversion.  His 

understanding of what he was called 

to do was changed and expanded 

because he listened to a gentile 

woman’s challenge.  And from that 

moment, he moved forward, and kept 

up his work of healing and feeding 

and teaching, with an expanded 

awareness of who this Good News 

was for. 

Because this story is in Mark, which 

focuses so much on the actions of 

Jesus, we are not given any 

information about what Jesus thought, 

only what he did and said; so we’re 

not offered any reflection on this 

incident.  Jesus just picks up and 

keeps working tirelessly to 

demonstrate the Kingdom of God. 

It seems that the gospel is a verb, at 

least here in Mark.  It’s several verbs: 

teach, heal, listen, touch, feed, reach 

across boundaries, make God’s love 

real in people’s difficult lives. 

This is extraordinarily good news; that 

God wants us to be whole, and God 

demonstrates that in the life and work 

of Jesus of Nazareth.  But more than 

that, God wants us all to be whole, 

whatever our particular circumstances.  

Jesus woke up to this reality when 

confronted by the Syro-Phoenician 

woman, and he never looked back. 

The Good News here has two sides.  

The first is that God’s love is 

boundless, accessible by all, available 

to us in every challenge, in every 

moment of pain or difficulty.  But the 

second is that we ourselves are called 
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For more information about Christ Church,  

along with links to our Zoom Services, visit www.ccpsurc.info 

Christ Church Website Address 

to enact the gospel, to remember and 

demonstrate that the gospel is a verb. 

The letter of James is emphatic on this 

point: faith, without works, is dead.  

This author was tired of people who 

claimed to follow Jesus behaving as 

though believing was enough.  He 

had watched far too many people in 

need come to the Christian 

community, only to be ignored in 

favour of the wealthy and well 

connected.  James wanted his readers 

to remember the whole gospel, not 

just the believing part. 

James is quite clear.  True faith can 

only be seen in what we do, not just 

what we say.  The gospel is a verb.  

Jesus, when confronted by a person 

who came from outside his comfort 

zone, did not go away to the hills to 

study the matter; he shifted and 

enlarged his understanding on the 

spot, and did what she needed him to 

do. 

Sunday 5 September @ 10.30am – Communion Service led by Rev Ian Smith 

 @ 2pm – Baptism Service for  

 Arabella Lily, Jensen, Bobby & Oliver 

Thursday 9 September @ 1pm – Funeral of David Arthur Davies 

Friday 10 September @ 3pm – Wedding of James Halsall & Nikki Sharp 

Saturday 11 September  @ 10am – Messy Church Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

 @ 1pm – Wedding of Glen Chadwick & Amy Waite 

 @ 3pm – Wedding of Lee Reynolds & Gill Ankers 

Sunday 12 September @ 10.30am – Morning Service led by John Lindsay 

 @ 3pm – Afternoon Service led by Rev Ian Smith 

Services at Christ Church this week 
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You want us to love our neighbours: 

when we walk away from our 

responsibilities,  

move us to pity and teach us to care. 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Remember in your Prayers 

God of all justice, 

We pray for your world, your creation, 

your people, 

for those who feel beaten and broken; 

stripped of dignity and left 

abandoned. 

You want us to love our neighbours: 

when we abandon those who need 

our help, 

move us to pity and teach us to care. 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of all love, 

We pray for our community, our 

families, our friends 

and those we don’t know, those 

hidden away; 

for those who suffer violence, neglect 

or abuse; 

for those who are unable to care for 

themselves. 

God of all compassion, 

We pray for all who suffer, those in 

trouble or grief; 

for those who are alone, without 

family or friends; 

for those who have been damaged or 

who have damaged themselves; 

You want us to love our neighbours: 

when our hearts are untouched by the 

pain of others, 

move us to pity and teach us to care. 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Amen 

Fridays: 10.30-11.30 

Join using Sunday Zoom links 
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Sunday 8.10am on BBC Radio 4 – Sunday Worship 

Back to the Square Mile  London's 

Square Mile banking and financial 

services sector contributes hugely to 

Britain's GDP, yet many are wondering 

when all the workers will return.  The 

Square Mile is also renowned for its 

historic churches - nowhere else in 

England are so many churches packed 

so close together.  The Square Mile's 

Christian community has been working hard to welcome the thousands of 

workers back to this historic patch of the City.  From All Hallows by the Tower 

with Area Dean and Vicar the Revd Katherine Hedderly. 

Sunday 10.30am at Christ Church, Port Sunlight 

Christ Church is open for in-person Worship, which now includes 

congregational singing.  Our service this week is once again in 

the morning at 10.30am, and is a service of Holy Communion.  

Rev Ian Smith will lead this week’s service, which is based on 

Jesus’ encounter with a Syro-Phoenician Woman.  Those who are 

not yet ready or able to come to the church building can join in 

from home via Zoom. 

Sunday 1.15pm on BBC One – Songs of Praise 

The Journey to Forgiveness  Aled Jones is in London 

to investigate why the act of forgiveness is at the heart 

of the Christian faith.  He visits Saint Ethelburga’s 

Centre for Reconciliation and Peace in Bishopsgate, 

which exists to transform conflict and division into new 

relationships and peaceful communities.  He also hears 

the story of a father whose spiritual awakening 

occurred during the most tragic of circumstances, 

when his teenage daughter died from a sesame seed 

allergy on a holiday flight to France.  Ahead of the 20th anniversary of 9/11, Pam 

Rhodes meets a Christian musician whose father was killed in the attack, to hear 

how his faith helped him through the aftermath. 

Opportunities to Worship on Sunday 5 September 
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We continue this month’s Messy 

Church theme of ‘PLACES WE ENJOY’ 

by focussing on our HOMES.   

HOME is where journeys begin and 

end.  HOME is where we spend much 

of our time.  HOME is hopefully a 

place where we feel safe and secure. 

In the story of the wise man and the 

foolish man, we hear of the foolish 

man who built his HOME on soft sand, 

and it fell down; and the wise man 

who built his HOME on rock, on firm 

foundations and it stood strong.    

It is our hope that our HOMES and the 

families within them are built on firm 

foundations.  The foundations of love, 

peace, faith, hope and trust.   

During his ministry Jesus went to visit 

the HOME of his friends Mary and 

Martha.  Whilst Martha spent her time 

lovingly and carefully cleaning and 

making a meal for Jesus, Mary sat and 

listened and spent time with Jesus, 

and Jesus told them that it was Mary 

who had got it right. 

Looking after our HOMES, making 

sure they are clean 

and tidy, is important, 

however making time 

to share and listen to 

those within our 

HOMES, our families, and those who 

come to visit is just as important, if not 

more so. 

It is so easy to get caught up with the 

long list of jobs that need doing in our 

HOMES, that we forget the 

importance of being alongside our 

family and our friends, and spending 

time on ourselves.  Our HOMES are 

places where we ‘do’ things, but they 

are also places where we can ‘be’ - 

‘be’ with family, ‘be’ with friends, ‘be’ 

with ourselves. 

May your HOME be built on the firm 

foundations of love, peace, faith, hope 

and trust. 

May your HOME be a place of ‘being’ 

as well as ‘doing.’ 

May your HOME be blessed with the 

laughter of children and the warmth of 

a close family, hope for the future and 

fond memories of the past.  

Messy Church Activity: HOME 

Messy Church will restart on 

Saturday 11 September  

from 10am—11am 
Let Sue Frowe or Liz Byrne know  

if you would like to attend. 

Messy Church Teddy Bear’s Picnic  
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Here’s a Scavenger Hunt for you to enjoy at HOME. 

HOME SCAVENGER HUNT 

Find the items below,  

take photographs or draw the things you see. 

 Window Toys Plane Plant 

 Torch Alarm Keys Tooth 

  Clock  Brush 

 Salt &  Single Front Teddy 

 Pepper Sock Door Bear 

 Sofa Table Chair Oven 


