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WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 
Sunday 19 September—10.30am Founders Day Service 

led by Revd Ian Smith—In-person and on Zoom 

Dear Friends 

18 months ago, in March 2020, we responded to the first lockdown, including 

the closure of churches,  by introducing our Coronavirus Weekly Bulletin, which 

included an act of worship for you to use in your own homes.  72 weekly editions 

have been sent out by email and by post, and have been read through social 

media.  As restrictions changed we were able to open for in-person worship in 

July 2020, and offered worship via Zoom, and we have continued to respond to 

further lockdowns, and then to the easing of restrictions over the last few months.  

In light of this, Christ Church is now open for worship every Sunday morning at 

10.30am, as well as on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 3.00pm, and funerals, 

weddings and baptisms are also taking place. 

So, we are now ready to make the next change.  As the church is now open for 

worship, and most services will continue to be livestreamed, the Elders have 

decided that it is time to draw to a close our ‘Coronavirus Weekly Bulletin.’  This 

week will be the last full ‘Coronavirus Weekly Bulletin’, and then in 2 weeks’ time 

(there will be no Bulletin next week) you will receive the last, smaller version of 

the ‘Coronavirus Weekly Bulletin’ and a questionnaire that will give you the 

opportunity to share your feedback and thoughts about how we can continue to 

remain in touch with our church family. 

We look forward to receiving your thoughts and feedback, and to exploring new 

ways forward to stay in touch. 

Thank you for your support and encouragement over these last 18 months. 

Liz Byrne & Ian Smith – your Bulletin Team. 
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This worship material is designed for 

you to use at home.  Some elements 

may differ from the service 

livestreamed from Christ Church. 

Opening Words 

This is the day that the Lord has 

made; 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

For his love endures for ever. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn by the Colne 

Valley Male Voice Choir can be found 

at https://youtu.be/DNk1X_VcFCM  

Praise the Lord, his glories show, 

Alleluia! 

saints within his courts below, 

Alleluia! 

angels round his throne above, 

Alleluia! 

all that see and share his love. 

Alleluia! 

Praise the Lord, his mercies trace; 

praise his providence and grace, 

all that he for us has done, 

all he sends us through his Son. 

Strings and voices, hands and hearts, 

in the concert play your parts; 

all that breathe, your Lord adore, 

praise him, praise him evermore! 
H F Lyte 

Worship for Sunday 19 September 

Prayer of the Day 

You are in the kitchen all night, 

slicing, preparing, cooking, baking 

food for all of your children 

so we can feast at your table. 

You do not clench your fist 

tight around your grace, 

but let it pour from your open hands 

upon those who need it most. 

We are blessed by such a God as 

you! 

You sit into the wee hours, 

telling us your stories, 

until our weary souls 

fall fast asleep. 

You wrap us in 

the swaddling clothes of faithfulness, 

sending us forth to serve 

the broken of our world. 

We are called by such a Servant as 

you! 

Earth to heaven, and heaven to 

earth, 

tell his wonders, sing his worth; 

age to age and shore to shore, 

praise him, praise him evermore! 

https://youtu.be/DNk1X_VcFCM
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or walk down sin's shadowed 

streets. 

Yet, God watches over us and calls 

us to confess, 

so we might be welcomed 

into the embracing arms of mercy 

and healing. 

We confess how much we are like 

those first disciples of Jesus, 

Wisdom from on high. 

Our cravings for more and more 

toss us about like leaves in the 

autumn winds. 

We boast of our great wisdom, 

yet do not understand your ways of 

peace and gentleness. 

We do not plant ourselves in your 

hope and grace, 

and so reap harvests of disorder and 

conflict. 

Draw near to us, Gracious God, and 

forgive us. 

Draw us into your tender arms, 

and teach us peace, gentleness, 

the willingness to put the other first, 

the wisdom to serve instead of seize, 

so we might bring forth a harvest 

of righteousness, justice, and peace 

in the name of our Lord and Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. 

Tenacity and grace 

are the work clothes 

you put on each morning, 

so you might mentor your children. 

Sagacity is sprinkled 

throughout your words, 

sympathy trips off your tongue. 

We are taught by such a Spirit as 

you! 

In you,  

God in Community, Holy and One, 

we have found all we need, 

and all we long for.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

A Reading from the Psalms:  

Psalm 1 

Pause 

Epistle Reading:  

James 3 v13 – 4 v3 

Pause 

Gospel Reading:  

Mark 9 v30-37 

Pause 

Reflect on the readings  

using the material on page 5 

Prayer of Confession 

While we try to live in God's way, 

we know how often we follow the 

wrong advice, 
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Silence 

This is the wisdom from above: 

God plants in us the forgiveness and 

healing we need, 

so we might share the good harvest 

of joy and mercy with everyone we 

meet. 

You alone are my strength, my 

shield; 

To you alone may my spirit yield. 

You alone are my heart's desire, 

And I long to worship you. 

I want you more than gold or silver, 

Only you can satisfy. 

You alone are the real joy giver, 

And the apple of my eye. 

You're my friend and you are my 

brother 

Even though you are a king. 

I love you more than any other, 

So much more than anything. 
Martin J Nystrom © 1983 

Restoration Music Ltd. 

Reproduced under CCL 

Licence No 214840 

Closing Words 
May the Grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 

the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, evermore.   

Amen. 

Bathed in the living waters, 

fed by the Bread of life, 

we are given new life and hope. 

Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  

Amen. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn by  

Emmaus Music can be found at 

https://youtu.be/peZudXt9faU 

As the deer pants for the water, 

So my soul longs after you. 

You alone are my heart's desire, 

And I long to worship you. 

 Sun 19 September  @  10.30am – Founders Day Service led by Revd Ian Smith 

     (In-person & on Zoom) 

  @ 2.00pm – Baptism Service 

 Sun 26 September @  10.30am - Morning Worship led by Mark Williams 

     (Only available in-person) 

 Fri 1 October @ 12.00noon - Funeral of Elaine Clarke  

 Sat 2 October @ 1.00pm - Wedding of Jamie Evans & Laura Swindlehurst 

  Sun 3 October @ 10.30am - Communion Service led by Revd Ian Smith 

     (In-person & on Zoom) 

Forthcoming Services at Christ Church  

https://youtu.be/peZudXt9faU


 

5 

Bible Reading and Reflection for Sunday 19 September 

Readings:  

James 3 v13—4 v3 & Mark 9 v30-37 

Reflection: 

One of the great gifts of Scripture is its 

ability to hold up a mirror to the one 

hearing or reading its stories and 

lessons.  As we move through the 

texts, certain elements can seem 

oddly familiar until we realize that we 

recognize ourselves in these words of 

Holy Scripture — and often it is 

something we would be just as happy 

not to have seen. 

But it’s good to have those 

experiences, as uncomfortable as they 

might be, as it is only when we come 

face to face with those elements that 

we are able to admit to them and turn 

them over to Christ. 

For example, in the gospel reading 

this week, Jesus continues to try and 

teach the disciples what it means for 

him to be the Messiah, the Christ.  

They do not understand what he is 

saying, but instead of asking for 

clarification, they prefer to continue in 

fear and ignorance. 

That is bad enough, but then when 

Jesus asks what they were arguing 

about, they are silent, because they 

were arguing about who was the 

greatest.  They have no idea what their 

master is talking about as he 

described what it means to be one of 

his followers, but they are more than 

willing to argue among themselves 

about who is going to be the greatest 

at it. 

We read this and think “what a bunch 

of idiots” — that is until we catch a 

glimpse of our own reflection in the 

biblical mirror. 

The reading from the letter of James 

begins by asking who is wise and 

understanding.  Being wise and 

understanding is not about being 

right, nor is it about knowing more 

than others, because you can be right 

but foolish, you can know more than 

others, but not have the wisdom 

necessary for using the knowledge 

appropriately. 

The remainder of the reading shows 
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Thank you for your continuing financial 

support of the life of the church.  As you make your weekly offering, by which 

ever means, we invite you to pray this prayer of dedication: 

Gracious God, 

you have blessed us beyond our deserving. 

You have given us more 

than we could ever have dared ask for, 

loving us with a love that refuses to count the cost, 

showering us with good things too many to number. 

Gracious God, 

for your generous and wonderful gifts we praise you, 

and we bring this our offering 

as a token of our thanksgiving 

in the name of Christ.   

Amen. 

action, and seeing its consequences.  

Things done out of envy and selfish 

ambition have their root in false 

wisdom and result in disorder and 

wickedness of every kind.  Envy and 

selfish ambition — this sounds an awful 

lot like the substance of the argument 

Jesus’ disciples were having. 

And here James returns to his theme 

of faith and works — faith always 

demonstrates itself through action.  

And you can determine the source of 

faith by the quality of the action or its 

fruits. 

that wisdom is not simply about what 

you know, but how you put that 

knowledge to use – encouraging us to 

make sure our works are done with 

gentleness born of wisdom. 

But what wisdom?  Wisdom is one of 

those words we assume everyone 

shares an understanding of, until we 

push a bit.  James, being a practical 

person, does not waste time on 

abstract discussions of what wisdom 

might be, instead he appeals to 

concrete examples.  Those with hearts 

full of bitter envy and selfish ambition 

might be thought of as wise, but this is 

not godly wisdom; rather it is “earthly, 

unspiritual, devilish”. 

James makes that judgment on the 

basis of seeing this false ‘wisdom’ in 

Offertory and Prayer 
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God our Father, in Jesus Christ  

you have ordered us to live 

as loving neighbours. 

Though we are 

scattered  

in different lands, 

speak different 

languages  

or descend from 

different races, 

give us loving concern for all people, 

so that we may become one people, 

sharing the governing of the world 

under your guiding purpose. 

May greed, war,  

and lust for power be curbed, 

and all people enter  

into the community of love 

promised in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Creator God, 

you made all things in your wisdom, 

and in your love you save us. 

We pray for the whole creation. 

Order unruly powers,  

deal with unrighteousness, 

feed and satisfy those  

who thirst for justice, 

Remember in your Prayers 

so that your children may freely enjoy 

the earth you have made, 

and cheerfully sing your praises. 

O God, our help in ages past, 

in your sight nations rise and fall, 

and pass through times of peril: 

be near to judge and save  

when our country is in trouble. 

Grant our leaders your wisdom, 

that they may search for your will  

and see it clearly. 

Where as a nation we have turned 

from your path, 

reverse our ways  

and help us to repent. 

Give your light and truth to guide; 

through Jesus Christ, 

who is King of kings  

and Lord of this world.  Amen. 

Port Sunlight Village Trust have two fabulous exhibitions in the Church Hall. 

Box Room, by Artist Tod Hanson &  

Being Port Sunlight, Community Exhibition  

The Exhibitions are open from 11am to 3pm for the 

rest of this week, with the final day taking place on 

Sunday 19 September.   

The Exhibitions are free to enter 

Port Sunlight Village Trust Exhibitions  
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Sunday 8.10am on BBC Radio 4 – Sunday Worship 

Hope in Despair  The Right Revd Dr David Bruce, Moderator of 

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 

reflects on how hope may be found in situations of despair.  Led 

by the Revd Joanne Smith. 

Sunday 10.30am at Christ Church, Port Sunlight 

Christ Church is open for in-person Worship, which now includes 

congregational singing.  Our service this week is in the morning at 

10.30am, and will be led by Rev Ian Smith.  The Sunday is 

Founders Day.  Those who are not yet ready or able to come to the 

church building can join in from home via Zoom. 

Sunday 1.15pm on BBC One – Songs of Praise 

Fruits of Creation The Rev Kate Bottley joins Christians in 

Hackney giving thanks for the fruits of creation, as churches 

prepare to celebrate their harvest festivals.  She meets head 

gardener Mel Zulu, who tends the land around the church of St 

John at Hackney, where a new orchard and rooftop beehives 

provide fresh fruit and honey for the local community.  Radzi Chinyanganya 

meets members of Bible Society, who, with an award-winning creator, are 

preparing a brand new Christian garden design for the RHS Chelsea Flower 

Show, inspired by Psalm 23 and with the aim of encouraging others to start their 

own community gardens.  Young Christian couple Pip and Will Campbell-Clause, 

who run a sustainable food venture in Bristol, explain what harvest means to 

them.  And in Hackney, Kate joins Shana Dawn Lewis, a Christian who bakes 

cakes for others despite the challenges of a complex health condition.  

Opportunities to Worship on Sunday 19 September 

Fridays: 10.30-11.30 

Join using Sunday Zoom links 
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Answer the questions and look for the answers in the 

word search.  The answers are surnames except for #3 

1 American President      

2 British sailing Prime Minister 

3 TV Sitcom based on Irish clergy man 

4 Poet Laurite and children’s author  

5 American actor lead in TV sitcom “Cheers” 

6 Christ Church member and Elder 

7 Comic actor from Lancashire, starred in Phoenix Nights sitcom 

8 Ex-footballer Spurs & Man Utd 

9 Children’s TV series during 70’s & 80’s  

10 Brother of assassinated American President  

Messy Church Famous Teddy and Ted Word Search  
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