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This worship material is designed for 

you to use at home.  Some elements 

may differ from the service 

livestreamed from Christ Church. 

Opening Words 

We are not our own: 

so, neither our will nor our wisdom 

should get in the way of God's 

hopes for us. 

We are not on our own: 

so, we should not choose what is 

easiest 

or the most gratifying way to live. 

We are not our own, we are God's: 

so, let us choose to live for God, 

and serve all of God's children. 

We are not on our own, 

as we walk the streets of God's 

kingdom: 

so, as far as is possible, we will 

forget ourselves 

and follow Jesus Christ. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn by  

Maddy Prior can be found at: 

https://youtu.be/352MkaAiMa8 

The God of Abraham praise, 

who reigns enthroned above; 

Ancient of everlasting Days 

and God of love: 

Jehovah, great I AM, 

by earth and heaven confessed; 

I bow and bless the sacred name 

for ever blest. 

The God of Abraham praise, 

at whose supreme command 

from earth I rise and seek the joys 

at his right hand: 

I all on earth forsake, 

its wisdom, fame, and power; 

and Him my only portion make, 

my shield and tower. 

Worship for Sunday 12 September 

The God who reigns on high 

the great archangels sing, 

and, "Holy, holy, holy," cry, 

"Almighty King! 

Who wast, and art the same, 

and evermore shalt be; 

Jehovah, Father, great I AM! 

We worship Thee!" 

The whole triumphant host 

give thanks to God on high: 

"Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost", 

they ever cry; 

Hail, Abraham's God and mine! 

(I join the heavenly lays), 

all might and majesty are thine, 

and endless praise. 

Thomas Olivers 

https://youtu.be/352MkaAiMa8
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God in Community, Holy and One, 

in this time together, 

may we hear you in the silence and 

the songs, 

and discover you in the people 

around us.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

A Reading from the Psalms:  

Psalm 19 

Pause 

Epistle Reading:  

James 3 v1-12 

Pause 

Gospel Reading:  

Mark 8 v27-38 

Pause 

Reflect on the readings  

using the material on page 6 

Prayer of Confession 

We all make mistakes, many of 

them. 

We hurt ourselves, we hurt others, 

we hurt God with our words and 

deeds, 

with our silence and inaction. 

Let us confess to God our sins, 

trusting in the One who blesses us 

with mercy. 

Prayer of the Day 

All around us, O God, 

creation preaches a silent sermon 

about your glory. 

The full, orange moon 

declares your constant watchfulness; 

the early morning mist over a school 

playground 

speaks of your steadfast love; 

the cool breeze through slowly 

changing leaves 

whispers of your grace. 

Holy Jesus, 

you ask questions 

which turn us speechless; 

you tell us things about yourself 

we imagine we need to correct; 

you offer us a way of life 

we dare not refuse. 

Spirit of Wisdom, 

you stand in the midst 

of rush hour traffic 

crying out to us 

about our fascination with 

foolishness 

and stretch out your hand 

to point to the One 

who walks towards us 

offering a cross. 
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Spring of Wisdom, 

we confess that we have not denied 

ourselves and followed. 

We turn our backs on your 

outstretched hands of grace, 

and stumble into the arms of the 

world. 

We speak poisonous gossip about 

others, 

rather than tell of their glory as your 

child. 

We fire off words that find no rest 

until they pierce another's heart. 

with our silence, we find God 

in our hearts.  Thanks be to God.  

Amen. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn from Songs 

of Praise at St Andrew’s Metropolitan 

Cathedral, Glasgow can be found at 

https://youtu.be/zk6IUalJ3sk 

Will you come and follow me, 

if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know 

and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 

Forgive us, Rock and Redeemer. 

Give us speech which flows 

like cool water through another's 

parched spirit; 

give us silence with which to witness 

your wonders; 

give us words to proclaim Jesus is 

the Christ, 

our Lord and our Saviour, 

the One who leads us to life. 

Silence 

With gentleness, God speaks to us; 

with graciousness, God forgives us; 

with joy, God embraces us. 

With our lips, we praise God; 

with our words, we thank God; 

Will you leave your self behind 

if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare, 

will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 

Will you love the 'you' you hide 

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

and never be the same? 

https://youtu.be/zk6IUalJ3sk
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Will you use the faith you've found 

to reshape the world around 

through my sight and touch and 

sound 

in you and you in me? 

Closing Words 

We go now with God: 

   who covers us with tender mercies; 

We go now with Christ our Lord: 

   who is our good companion; 

We go now with the Spirit: 

   who gives us good food at the 

Table 

   and living water to nourish us. 

We go, knowing that God will direct 

our paths: 

   bringing us joy and delight 

   as we continue on our journey of 

faith. Lord, your summons echoes true 

when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 

In your company I'll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 

John Bell & Graham Maule 

© Iona Community/Wild Goose Pub 

Used with permission 

Port Sunlight Golfing Trophy 

Andrew and Mark Williams are both 

members of Eastham Lodge Golf Club which 

was formed following the closure of Port 

Sunlight Golf Club in the 1970s. Mark says 

‘Andrew is now the much better golfer and 

was recently presented with the Club Cup 

following his victory in 2020.’ 

If you look at the trophy carefully, you can see 

it is the original Port Sunlight trophy and 

depicts the factory. A grand old trophy 

indeed.  And very proud of Andrew too!  
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Bible Reading and Reflection for Sunday 12 September 

Reading: Mark 8 v27-38 

Reflection: 

This week’s gospel reading begins 

with Jesus asking a question – Who do 

people say I am?  If the New 

Testament is any indication, the 

people around Jesus had a surprising 

number of answers: the Son of God, 

Son of Man, King, Lord, Son of David, 

teacher, rabbi, king of the Jews, Son 

of the Living God, master, and 

gardener.  In today’s gospel reading 

and its parallels, he is compared to 

one of the prophets, Elijah, John the 

Baptist, and Jeremiah.  He was also 

called a blasphemer, a glutton, a 

drunkard, and an impostor. 

It is important to recognize that Jesus 

invites us all to answer the question for 

ourselves – Who do you say I am?  

And equally important for us to 

consider is that the New Testament 

offers all of these answers and more, 

not limiting us to any single idea or 

label for Jesus.  This week we hear 

Peter’s answer: “You are the Christ.”  

Jesus responds by urging them to tell 

no one. 

It is interesting to note that even in 

Hebrew scriptures and Jewish 

tradition there is not a lot of 

agreement as to what the word ‘Christ’ 

signifies.  It is more accurate to say 

that it is a word with many meanings.  

Because it can refer to individuals like 

Aaron, the priest who was anointed 

with oil and by God to be a priest in 

the Temple.  Or it can be used 

metaphorically to refer to someone 

like Cyrus of Persia who delivered the 

Jewish people from their captivity in 

Babylon.  It can even refer to the 

entire people of Israel as anointed by 

God to be a light to the nations. 

In Luke’s gospel, Jesus is shown to be 

reading from the sixty-first chapter of 

Isaiah: “God has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor … and 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favour”.  He then announces that this 



 

7 

scripture is fulfilled, suggesting to 

some that he is claiming to be 

anointed, messiah, Christ. 

And at the time of Jesus, the idea of a 

Messiah coming to restore the 

kingdom was in the air.  But there 

were many different interpretations of 

what that meant.  He would be a 

warrior, a judge, a king, a prophet.  

None of which included the idea of 

being executed by the Roman 

government. 

The one thing we know about Jesus is 

that he worked alongside anyone who 

would join him to bring justice and 

peace to the world.  He rarely, if ever, 

asked them to believe anything, least 

of all about himself.  He wrote no 

creeds or confessional statements.  

Instead, he always calls us to follow 

him. 

Part of our promise as Christians is 

that we will be those people who 

strive for justice and peace for all 

people, not some people, not a lot of 

people, but all people, and respect 

the dignity of every, not some, not a 

few, not the ones like us, but every 

human being. 

Messy Church  

Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
Saturday 11 September  

from 10am—11am 

at Christ Church 
Contact Sue Frowe  

or Liz Byrne if you  

would like to attend. 

His only concern is that, whoever we 

say Jesus is, he can be seen in the way 

we pick up our crosses and follow him.  

The people he chooses to spend time 

with are not the people we always find 

ourselves drawn to be with on a day-to

-day basis: tax collectors, sinners, the 

lame, the sick, prostitutes, and so on.  

That is the real challenge in our 

promise: to follow him. 
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Items for inclusion in the bulletin for Sunday 19 September, will need to be with  

Liz Byrne by 7.00pm on Tuesday 14 September.   

Please send by email to: bulletin@ccpsurc.info  

or post to: Bulletin, c/o 21 Gorsehill Road, Wallasey, CH45 9JA 

Items for the 19 September Bulletin 

Thank you for your continuing financial support of the life of the church.  As you 

make your weekly offering, by which ever means, we invite you to pray this 

prayer of dedication: 

Loving God, 

we bring you these gifts, 

not because we must 

but because we may, 

not because we have to 

but because we want to, 

not because it is our duty 

but because it is our privilege, 

not because it is expected 

but because it is invited. 

We present our offering freely to you, 

just as you freely offered yourself for us in Christ. 

In his name we pray.  Amen. 

Offertory and Prayer 

 Sat 11 September  @ 10am – Messy Church Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

  @ 1pm – Wedding of Glen Chadwick & Amy Waite 

  @ 3pm – Wedding of Lee Reynolds & Gill Ankers 

 Sun 12 September @ 10.30am – Morning Service led by John Lindsay 

   @ 3pm – Afternoon Service led by Rev Ian Smith 

 Wed 15 September @ 9.30am – Funeral of Ray Young 

 Fri 17 September @ 1pm – Wedding of Antony Lynch & Annie Abdullah 

 Sun 19 September  @ 10.30am – Morning Service led by Rev Ian Smith 

   @ 2pm – Baptism Service 

Services at Christ Church this week 
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Remember in your Prayers 

God of peace and justice, 

enable us to hear your Word, 

not only in scripture, 

but also in the voices of your people 

as they cry out for food, 

for freedom from oppression, 

for lasting justice and peace. 

We pray for those who are  

continuing to find life difficult  

due to with COVID, 

those who are ill and those coping 

the effects of long-COVID, 

those who due to health issues need 

to continue to shield, 

those who are struggling for food 

and shelter, 

and those with issues of mental 

health. 

God of peace and justice, 

free us from fear and hatred, 

from suspicion and prejudice, 

that we may come to see all people 

as your children. 

We pray for those whose daily life is 

blighted 

by bomb, bullet and threat. 

We pray for those who flee for their 

lives, 

looking for safety and security. 

God of peace and justice, 

we pray for those we know 

who are in need at this time. 

We weep with those who weep, 

we rejoice with those who rejoice, 

and we hold their names in God’s 

presence. 

God of peace and justice, 

we ask that you show us ways 

to begin sharing your generous gifts 

with others who may be less 

fortunate, 

but no less deserving of your peace. 

We ask these things in the name of 

Jesus, 

who lived humbly and died an 

outcast, 

that we might know your concern 

for the poor and the outcast among 

us. 

Amen. 
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Sunday 8.10am on BBC Radio 4 – Sunday Worship 

At the time of writing, full details of Sunday Worship were not available. 

Sunday 10.30am & 3.00pm at Christ Church, Port Sunlight 

Christ Church is open for in-person Worship, which now 

includes congregational singing.  As part of our gradual 

‘returning to normal’ process, this week we are reintroducing 

a morning service alongside the afternoon service on the 2nd 

Sunday of the month.  The morning service at 10.30am will be 

led by John Lindsay, and the afternoon service at 3.00pm will 

be led by Rev Ian Smith.  Those who are not yet ready or able 

to come to the church building can join in with the 

afternoon service at 3.00pm from home via Zoom. 

Sunday 1.45pm on BBC One – Songs of Praise 

Pendle Radicals  Sean Fletcher heads to the top 

of Pendle Hill in East Lancashire to discover the 

story of George Fox, who began the Quaker 

movement.  He is part of the area’s new Radicals 

Trail, which encourages people to find a series of 

plaques dedicated to free thinkers and non-

conformists.  The trail also takes Sean to the only 

remaining Inghamite Church, established by 

Benjamin Ingham in 1750.  James Lusted meets pastor Mick Fleming in nearby 

Burnley, who is carrying on the tradition of radical Christianity in the area.  Whilst 

in the beautiful countryside surrounding Pendle, which is popular with walkers, 

Sean hears how one man’s faith motivates him to volunteer for the local 

Mountain Rescue team.   

Opportunities to Worship on Sunday 12 September 

Fridays: 10.30-11.30 

Join using Sunday Zoom links 


