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WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 

Sunday 29 August 

10.30am Morning Worship 

Sunday 5 September 

10.30am Morning Communion Service 
both led by Revd Ian Smith—In-person and on Zoom 

Our mission is to offer our best to God 

through worship, fellowship  

and care for the community 
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This worship material is designed for 

you to use at home.  Some elements 

may differ from the service 

livestreamed from Christ Church. 

Opening Words 

Let us worship God, 

in the name of Jesus Christ, 

our Saviour and Lord. 

All honour and glory,  

praise and thanksgiving, 

we offer to you  

almighty and loving God. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn from The 

Royal Garrison Church of All Saints, 

Aldershot, can be found at: 

https://youtu.be/pfu1dqKCGd8 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible hid from our 

eyes, 

most blessed, most glorious, the 

Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name 

we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as 

light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest 

in might; 

thy justice like mountains high 

soaring above 

thy clouds which are fountains of 

goodness and love. 

Worship for Sunday 29 August 

To all, life thou givest, to both great 

and small, 

in all life thou livest, the true life of 

all; 

we blossom and flourish as leaves 

on the tree, 

and wither and perish, but naught 

changeth thee. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of 

light, 

thine angels adore thee, all veiling 

their sight; 

all laud we would render; O help us 

to see 

'tis only the splendour of light 

hideth thee! 

Walter C Smith 

https://youtu.be/pfu1dqKCGd8
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Prayer of the Day 

Light-giving God: 

our praises spring up 

like flowers on a spring day; 

our songs of joy are lifted to you; 

our hearts overflow with 

your kindness and generosity. 

Old Testament Reading:  

Song of Songs 2 v8-13 

Pause 

Epistle Reading:  

James 1 v17-27 

Pause 

Gospel Reading:  

Mark 7 v1-23 

Pause 

Reflect on the readings  

using the material on page 6 

Prayer of Confession 

Do we honour God only with our 

lips, 

while keeping our hearts from the 

Holy One? 

Do we deceive ourselves, 

thinking we are religious rather than 

living faithful lives? 

Let us confess to God our sin, 

trusting in the One who seeks to 

make us whole. 

Holy One of leaders and little 

children, 

we hear your words every day, 

but rarely live them out. 

Our anger roars like a flooded river, 

Jesus, Beloved Child: 

you look through the lattice of the 

world 

at our lives, our hearts, our souls. 

You speak to us with tenderness and 

strength, 

calling us to come away from rigid 

legalism 

to lives of grace and hope. 

Truth-speaking Spirit: 

we look in a mirror 

and see God's child; 

we walk away 

and forget whose we are. 

Move within us and reshape us 

into God's beloved children, 

living within that circle of blessing 

called the kingdom. 

God in Community, Holy and One, 

hear us as we pray.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
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but our forgiveness drips like a rusty 

tap. 

Our impetuous tongues rush to 

judgment, 

while our words of hope sound like 

a sluggish soundtrack. 

We listen with impatient ears to the 

cries of the poor. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn from St 

Botolph’s Church, Colchester, can be 

found at https://youtu.be/ttW9oQ-yiuU 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. 

We are pilgrims on a journey, 

and companions on the road; 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 

in the night-time of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

speak the peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 

I will share your joy and sorrow, 

till we've seen this journey through. 

Father of Lights, may your mercy fall 

on us 

like a summer shower on parched 

grass; 

may your hope overflow our hearts; 

may your Beloved Child, Jesus 

Christ, 

speak to us and call us to life. 

Silence 

Listen and understand –  

the voice of the Beloved speaks to 

us, 

implanting the word of hope, 

the word of grace, 

and the word of forgiveness into our 

hearts. 

We listen and understand. 

Every gift comes from God, 

especially the gifts of mercy and 

love. 

Thanks be to God, we are forgiven.  

Amen. 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that l may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. 

Richard Gillard  © Scripture in Song 

Reproduced under CCL Licence No 

214840 

https://youtu.be/ttW9oQ-yiuU
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Fridays: 10.30-11.30 

Join using Sunday Zoom links 

Items for inclusion in the bulletin for Sunday 5 September, will need to be with  

Liz Byrne by 7.00pm on Tuesday 31 August.   

Please send by email to: bulletin@ccpsurc.info  

or post to: Bulletin, c/o 21 Gorsehill Road, Wallasey, CH45 9JA 

Items for the 5 September Bulletin 

Closing Words 
We go now and proclaim the 

Gospel, 

not just through words but deeds - 

through what we say, 

what we do, 

and who we are. 

May others, as they meet with us, 

meet with Christ, 

and know his living presence for 

themselves.  Amen. 
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Bible Reading and Reflection for Sunday 29 August 

Readings:  

Mark 7 v1-23 & James 1 v17-27 

Reflection: 

At the time the Gospels were written, 

food laws were a serious matter for 

Jews.  Many struggled to hold on to 

their identity after the temple in 

Jerusalem was destroyed.  Enforcing 

rules and regulations for maintaining 

purity was one way to maintain a 

sense of themselves as the people of 

Israel. 

The food laws were God’s 

commandment, after all, not unlike the 

demands of parents to “mind your 

manners and remember who you are” 

in the foreign land of a friend’s home.  

Listen up Israel, Moses had said to the 

Israelites.  People will notice how you 

behave, and people talk.  Do what 

God tells you, and your upbringing 

will honour God.  They will say, “Surely 

this great nation is a wise and 

discerning people.” 

For Jesus, the food laws became 

critical arguing points to challenge the 

exclusion of non-Jews from the 

kingdom of God.  A new identity for 

Israel was unfolding and it required a 

shift in understanding the purpose of 

the law.  Table manners are not, after 

all, meant for banishing to the 

basement those who aren’t worthy 

enough to eat.  They are meant to 

help make dining a pleasurable 

experience for everyone. 

But the controversy over food laws 

persisted, and in the early Church this 

controversy reflected tensions 

between Jewish and non-Jewish 

Christians.  Tensions that kept them 

from table fellowship together.  

Today, for us, other controversies 

keep Christians from coming to the 

table together.  Opinions about 

policies having to do with genetic 

research, war, medical care, 

education, the environment, and 

gender give us all the opportunity for 

violent disagreement, if we let them. 
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Each of these areas of contention 

represent deeply held convictions 

about how we are to live.  These 

convictions, in part, tell us who we are.  

When they are challenged, we get 

scared.  It feels as if our very existence 

is threatened.  And it is fear, 

ultimately, that fuels the evil intentions 

of the heart. 

So, what defines us?  Jesus perhaps 

might have said, it’s not so much that 

“you are what you eat,” but “what’s 

eating you.”  Jesus reassures us that 

what we need to worry about isn’t 

whether we get the rituals exactly 

right.  What we need to reflect upon is 

how willing we are to reach out to the 

people down the road who see things 

and do things differently than we do. 

We are to be doers of the word, and 

not merely “hearers who deceive 

themselves,” as James writes.  Jesus 

challenges us to see beyond the 

differences that threaten to isolate us 

from each other.  He calls us to be 

together at the table so that we might 

find we have more in common than 

simply our evil intentions.  

Communion, bring-and-share lunches, 

coffee mornings, cream teas, pizza 

parties, picnics, barbeques – we are 

called together to gather at the table 

to remember that we all depend upon 

the grace of the One who loves us. 

It's not about what you eat, or how you 

eat it. It’s not about how you do 

Church, or where you do it. It is about 

the difference we make as followers, 

walking the way of Jesus. 

Church Open For Visitors 

Christ Church is now open to visitors 

each weekday between 11am and 

4pm.  Our team of volunteer Stewards 

are in place, but there is still room for 

more, either for fixed days or as 

floating reserves.   

If you would like to volunteer to be 

a Steward, please contact                  

Val Young on 07926 961260. 
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Thank you for your continuing financial support of the life of the church.  As you 

make your weekly offering, by which ever means, we invite you to pray this 

prayer of dedication: 

Loving God, 

we bring these gifts 

as a small way of thanking you for all you have given, 

and as an outward expression 

of all we want to offer you in return. 

We bring with them ourselves and our life 

together, 

our prayers and our worship, 

our words and our deeds, 

our living and our loving. 

We bring ourselves, in grateful praise, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offertory and Prayer 

Rev Tom Carmichael 

If you would like to make a donation 

in Tom’s memory for PTSD Resolution, 

they may be sent to the following 

address by 2nd September 2021  

Laurence Jones Funeral Directors,  

Castle House Funeral Home,  

86 Teehey Lane,  

Bebington, Wirral  

CH63 8QU.   

Tel: 0151 608 8503. 
Rev Tom Carmichael was Minister here 

at Christ Church from 2007 to 2014.  

Tom sadly passed away on 29th July 

2021 aged 70 years.  We continue to 

remember in our prayers his wife 

Marian, and his family and friends. 
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God of all time, 

we pray for issues for which time 

seems to be running out: 

all the damage done to our 

environment 

through short-sightedness and greed. 

Give us honesty to see how bad things 

are 

so we stop taking our planet for 

granted. 

God of all life, help us to work with 

you. 

Remember in your Prayers 

God of all people, 

we pray for those who cannot claim 

the life you want for them: 

all who feel left out, forgotten, on the 

edge. 

Give us warm hearts and helping 

hands 

so they may see your love in us. 

God of all life, help us to work with 

you. 

God of all nations, 

we pray for powerful countries and 

those with little strength: 

all who suffer because of what 

another nation has done to them. 

Give us concern for events in the 

world 

so we know how to challenge 

injustice. 

God of all life, help us to work with 

you. 

God of all compassion, 

we pray for those we know who are in 

need at this time: 

all who suffer illness or infirmity, all 

who are frightened or lonely. 

Give wisdom and insight to those who 

care for them 

so that your healing love may 

transform their lives. 

God of all life, help us to work with 

you.  Amen. 
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Sunday 8.10am on BBC Radio 4 – Sunday Worship 

Homecoming  From Prospect Farm at Greenbelt.  

With the annual Greenbelt festival cancelled last 

year and a smaller gathering at Prospect Farm 

last week, many have missed their annual 

homecoming opportunity to be in festive mood 

amongst friends.  As people begin to return to 

rhythms of life they have known previously, such 

as the breathing space Greenbelt offers, is it possible to achieve a more 

balanced world in the future, one of racial and environmental justice, an 

altogether more hopeful world? 

Sunday 10.30am at Christ Church, Port Sunlight 

Christ Church is open for in-person Worship, and our service this 

week is once again in the morning at 10.30am.  Rev Ian Smith will 

lead this week’s service.  Those who are not yet ready or able to 

come to the church building can join in from home via Zoom. 

Sunday 1.15pm on BBC One – Songs of Praise 

Faith and Fun  The Rev Kate Bottley visits Noah’s Ark Farm Zoo in Bristol to hear 

how the Christian faith of many of its staff impacts their work.  Owner Larry Bush 

tells Kate how the zoo started as a Christian-run farm, and she helps clear up 

some of the 150kg of daily elephant dung!  The zoo’s curator Chris Wilkinson 

explains what it is like to live with his family on site, and his daughters describe 

their favourite animals. 

Kate also recalls fun moments from the series, 

including her ride down a helter-skelter in Norwich 

Cathedral and JB Gill’s visit to a Christian surfing 

community at Fistral Beach in Cornwall.  Hymns 

old and new include O When the Saints, All 

Creatures of Our God and King, All My Hope on 

God Is Founded, and When We All Get to Heaven.  

The worship team from Soul Survivor, led by Tom 

Smith, perform Never Gonna Stop Singing, duo 

Our Atlantic Roots sing Build My Life, and gospel 

choir IDMC perform Lord I Lift Your Name on High. 

Opportunities to Worship on Sunday 29 August 
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We continue this month’s Messy 

Church theme of ‘PLACES WE ENJOY’ 

by looking at JOURNEYS.  The places 

we visit always involve a JOURNEY, 

whether by car, bus, train or on foot, 

and on our JOURNEYS there are lots 

of things to see.   

The whole of Jesus’ 

life story was full of 

JOURNEYS 

beginning with the 

JOURNEY his parents took, travelling 

from Nazareth to Bethlehem, the 

place of his birth.  Then the 

JOURNEYS of the shepherds from the 

hillside and the Magi from the East.  

Jesus and his parents later fled from 

Bethlehem and JOURNEYED to safety 

in Egypt, returning only after King 

Herod had died.  The family 

JOURNEYED to Jerusalem where they 

left Jesus in the temple amazing the 

teachers with his knowledge and 

understanding of the scriptures. 

Jesus’ JOURNEYING story is picked 

up again at his baptism, and then he 

JOURNEYED into the wilderness 

where he was tempted by the devil in 

preparation for his 

ministry.   Jesus 

invited his disciples 

to join him on his 

JOURNEY, and 

together they then JOURNEYED 

through many towns and villages, and 

across the Sea of Galilee, teaching 

and preaching about the love of God, 

and performing many miracles. 

Jesus’ life JOURNEY begins to draw to 

a close as he JOURNEYED into 

Jerusalem on a donkey when the 

crowds laid out palm branches before 

him.  Following a Passover meal 

shared with his disciples, Jesus was 

betrayed and so his JOURNEY to the 

cross was set on course.  Jesus’ story 

then leads us to the empty tomb, and 

the celebration of the risen Christ. 

What a JOURNEY, what a life, what a 

story. 

Messy Church Activity: JOURNEYS 

The Messy Church Teddy Bear’s Picnic  

will take place at Christ Church  

on Saturday 11 September  

from 10am—11am 
Let Sue Frowe or Liz Byrne know  

if you would like to attend. 

Keep The Date... 
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Here’s a JOURNEY Scavenger Hunt for you to enjoy. 

JOURNEY SCAVENGER HUNT 

Find the items below,  

take photographs or draw the things you see. 

 Bike Ambulance Plane Church 

 Red Car Post Box Tractor Lorry 

 Police Give Motor Road 

 Car Way Bike Works 

 Petrol Yellow Stop Traffic 

 Station Car Sign Lights 


