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WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 

Sunday 22 August & Sunday 29 August 

10.30am Morning Worship 
led by Revd Ian Smith—In-person and on Zoom 

Our mission is to offer our best to God 

through worship, fellowship  

and care for the community 
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This worship material is designed for 

you to use at home.  Some elements 

may differ from the service 

livestreamed from Christ Church. 

Opening Words 

As one season presses into the next, 

the lives we lead are ever changing. 

Yet our God is steadfast, 

faithful in every season, 

every generation. 

When our confidence is shaken or 

hope is interrupted, 

where will we find help? 

Our help is in God, 

whose love is from everlasting to 

everlasting. 

Praise the Lord! 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn from the 

Metropolitan Tabernacle, London  

can be found at  

https://youtu.be/G_ALyULYu-o 

God is in his temple, 

the Almighty Father; 

round his footstool let us gather: 

serve with adoration 

him, the Lord most holy, 

who has mercy on the lowly; 

let us raise 

hymns of praise 

for his great salvation: 

God is in his temple. 

Christ comes to his temple: 

we, his word receiving, 

are made happy in believing; 

now from sin delivered, 

he has turned our sadness, 

our deep gloom, to light 

and gladness; 

let us raise 

hymns of praise, 

for our bonds are severed: 

Christ comes to his temple. 

Worship for Sunday 22 August 

Come and claim your temple, 

gracious Holy Spirit, 

in our hearts your home inherit; 

make in us your dwelling, 

your high work fulfilling, 

into ours your will instilling; 

till we raise 

hymns of praise, 

beyond mortal telling, 

in the eternal temple. 

William T Matson 

Prayer of the Day 

Knowing the words to familiar 

hymns and offering a word of 

welcome to a stranger; 

listening to the silly stories of 5-year-

https://youtu.be/G_ALyULYu-o
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olds and affirming an awkward 

adolescent; 

dancing to soul-filled tunes and 

walking a sick neighbour’s dog: 

we continue to love you,  

O God. 

In all ways, with all people,  

in all moments, 

we give thanks to you, 

God in Community, Holy and One.   

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Old Testament Reading:  

Joshua 24 v1-2a, 14-18 

Pause 

Epistle Reading:  

Ephesians 6 v10-20 

Pause 

Gospel Reading:  

John 6 v56-69 

Pause 

Reflect on the readings  

using the material on page 6 

Prayer of Confession 

When we could pay attention to our 

words and actions, 

we become distracted by our 

worries, our desires. 

Yet God would seek to clothe us in 

garments of hope and grace, 

so we might continue to walk in the 

ways of love and peace. 

Let us bring our lives to the One who 

offers us mercy. 

Filling a shopping trolley for the 

foodbank and dropping off supplies 

for a health clinic; 

living out God’s hopes for others, 

rather than giving into the mongers 

of fear; 

cradling the broken heart of the 

widower and mending the toddler’s 

flat tyre: 

we choose to stick by your side, 

Servant to all. 

Noticing the faithful teachers arms 

full of supplies and paying for them 

out of our own pockets; 

taking a lonely neighbour out for 

lunch and reconnecting with an old 

school friend; 

refusing to turn our backs on the 

forgotten and holding leaders 

accountable for injustices, 

we offer the bread of life,  

Holy Spirit. 
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Yes, Watcher of the faithful, 

we could put on the comfortable 

shirt of faith, but prefer fear with its 

frayed cuffs and stains on the front. 

We could put on the slippers of 

peace, but squeeze into the size-too-

small stiff dress shoes of anger. 

We are transformed into new 

people. 

We are clothed with grace and 

peace, so we may go and serve as 

God’s people. 

Thanks be to God!   

Amen. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn from St 

Alban’s Church, Bristol can be found at 

https://youtu.be/trs17OEHe7E  

O Jesus, I have promised  

to serve thee to the end;  

be thou for ever near me,  

my master and my friend;  

I shall not fear the battle  

if thou art by my side,  

nor wander from the pathway  

if thou wilt be my guide.  

O Jesus, thou hast promised  

to all who follow thee,  

that where thou art in glory 

there shall thy servant be;  

and Jesus, I have promised  

to serve thee to the end; 

O give me grace to follow, 

my master and my friend.  

We could wrap truth around our 

lives, yet continue to punch holes in 

the belt of falsehood so it always fits. 

Hear us, Faithful heart, and rescue us 

from our worst selves. 

When we are lonely, you offer us 

your heart as a refuge. 

When we are broken, you knit us 

back together. 

When we are afraid, you promise to 

draw us into your embrace. 

When we are faithless, you continue 

to call us to follow Jesus the Christ, 

the only Word we need in the midst 

of so many hollow promises. 

Silence 

As God listens to our voices and 

hearts, our brokenness is gathered 

up and we are made whole, 

as mercy and hope fill our lives. 

We are forgiven. 

https://youtu.be/trs17OEHe7E
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Fridays: 10.30-11.30 

Join using Sunday Zoom links 

See Separate Sheet 

grace. 

Where should we go,  

Holy One of God, 

now that the songs have been sung? 

   We will go to serve those around 

us, 

   for you are the Word of hope all 

need. 

Why should we go from this space, 

gracious Spirit, where we find life? 

   We will go to gather who are 

lonely, 

   all who hunger for community. 

Items for inclusion in the bulletin for Sunday 29 August, will need to be with  

Liz Byrne by 7.00pm on Tuesday 24 August.   

Please send by email to: bulletin@ccpsurc.info  

or post to: Bulletin, c/o 21 Gorsehill Road, Wallasey, CH45 9JA 

Items for the 29 August Bulletin 

O let me see thy footmarks, 

and in them plant mine own; 

my hope to follow duly 

is in thy strength alone. 

O guide me, call me, draw me, 

uphold me to the end; 

and then in heaven receive me, 

my Saviour and my friend. 

John Earnest Bode 

Closing Words 

To whom should we go,  

Holy God, 

now that worship is done? 

   We will go to nurture others with 
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Bible Reading and Reflection for Sunday 22 August 

Reading: John 6 v56-69 

Reflection 

We can probably conclude that while 

the picture St John draws for us in this 

week's Gospel reading is not a pretty 

one, it is probably a pretty realistic 

portrait of disbelief – of disciples then 

and now for whom the life of faith has 

become too hard.  But at the same 

time St John's picture is also one of 

belief, of courage, and of faith.  For as 

John writes, after many disciples drew 

back and no longer followed him, 

Jesus said to the twelve, 'Will you also 

go away?'  And Simon Peter answered 

him, 'Lord, to whom shall we go?  You 

have the words of eternal life.' 

I have often wondered where Peter 

and the twelve get their faith.  Or to 

put it another way, what makes them 

different from all those who gave up 

on Jesus and went away?  Now in 

asking this question we must be 

careful.  For as easy as it is to write off 

those other disciples as stupid or 

blind unbelievers, it is even easier to 

imagine Peter and the rest as flawless 

faith giants. 

And this, as each of the four gospel 

writers point out, was simply not the 

case, for these disciples were also 

plagued by doubt and fear.  They 

suffered at times from an 

overabundance of pride or a lack of 

courage, and they, too, eventually 

deserted Jesus – and at the very time 

he needed them the most.  So, if they 

are not smarter or more faithful or 

more courageous or, in short, any 

better than the rest of Jesus' disciples 

– then or now – then what it is that sets 

them apart? 

Listen again to Peter: "Lord," he 

replies to Jesus' question, "to whom 

shall we go?  You have the words of 

eternal life."  Peter knew where to 

look.  That is it – that is what makes 

him and the other eleven different – it 

is not their brains or their ability or 
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their status or even their faith: they 

simply know where to look.  They look 

to Jesus and they keep their eyes 

fastened on him. 

And this, according to many Christians 

through the centuries, is what makes 

church so important, so vital.  Because 

each and every week, through the 

preaching of the Word and the 

sharing of the sacraments, we are 

offered again the Word of eternal life.  

We are offered again the chance to be 

encountered by Jesus and his living 

Word.  Through preaching and 

through the sacraments, Jesus' real 

presence is made manifest in our 

world, and we are pointed to the one 

place amid all the tumult and upset of 

this world and life we share that we 

can look to and know for sure that we 

will find God in Christ there... for us. 

Given the challenges we face, 

preaching and teaching, baptism and 

communion can seem like small, even 

paltry things.  No wonder disciples 

then and now had a hard time 

believing.  Yet God has determined to 

be made most clearly known through 

neither the grandeur of nature or the 

accomplishments of humans, but 

rather through what the Reformers 

called the "weak" word of the gospel, 

that we might cling to nothing other 

than God's word in times of plenty or 

need, in times of celebration or 

sadness, in times of triumph or 

despair. 

Church Open For Visitors 

Christ Church is now open to visitors 

each weekday between 11am and 

4pm.  Our team of volunteer Stewards 

are in place, but there is still room for 

more, either for fixed days or as 

floating reserves.   

If you would like to volunteer to be 

a Steward, please contact                  

Val Young on 07926 961260. 
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Thank you for your continuing financial support of the life of the church.  As you 

make your weekly offering, by which ever means, we invite you to pray this 

prayer of dedication: 

Lord of all, 

as we make our offering today 

we do not just bring you our money - 

we bring ourselves, 

we bring our fellowship, 

we bring your Church everywhere, 

praying that you will use all we do, 

all we say, 

and all we are, 

for the growth of your kingdom 

and the fulfilment of your will, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

Offertory and Prayer 

Rev Tom Carmichael 

If you would like to make a donation 

in Tom’s memory for PTSD Resolution, 

they may be sent to the following 

address by 2nd September 2021  

Laurence Jones Funeral Directors,  

Castle House Funeral Home,  

86 Teehey Lane,  

Bebington, Wirral  

CH63 8QU.   

Tel: 0151 608 8503. 
Rev Tom Carmichael was Minister here 

at Christ Church from 2007 to 2014.  

Tom sadly passed away on 29th July 

2021 aged 70 years.  We continue to 

remember in our prayers his wife 

Marian, and his family and friends. 
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that the light of your Word  

may shine in the darkness which 

overshadows their lives  

Remember in your Prayers 

Gracious God, you care for me; I need 

nothing more.  

Hear the cry of those who are 

hungry;  

hungry for justice, and dignity, 

hungry for freedom, and love.  

You lead me into a haven of peace 

and rest.  

Hear the cry of those who are alone;  

those who grieve a relationship 

broken by death or human failing,  

those who live in the isolation of a 

hospital room, a prison cell,  

a frail body, a confused mind.  

You breath new life into me and lead 

me in new ways.  

God whose breath is life itself,  

we pray for a just and caring use of 

your creation; a fair sharing of its 

abundance, an ethical searching of 

its mysteries.  

You are with me, and comfort me,  

even when the darkness of the world 

looms large.  

We pray for those who seek the 

truth;  

those who cannot speak, and those 

who cannot be heard,  

In the face of those who trouble me  

you provide for me, and pour out your 

blessings.  

Hear the cry of those trampled by 

racial or religious intolerance,  

disoriented by homelessness, 

defeated by unemployment;  

God of justice and compassion you 

are with me always  

and have promised to sustain me all 

my life.  

Enlarge our vision of life, and make 

us bold in our hope,  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

let our cry come to you; 

Amen 
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Sunday 8.10am on BBC Radio 4 – Sunday Worship 

Church Adventures  Jay Hulme is a poet, church 

explorer and assistant church warden at one of the 

oldest churches in the country, St Nicholas' in Leicester.  

He leads an act of worship as a tour of the church which 

was built in 879CE, the walls tell the story of the faith 

that has been expressed within the building for over a 

thousand years. Today, St Nicholas opens its arms to a diverse congregation. The 

altar, the nave, the pews are decked in rainbow flags as members of Leicester's 

LGTBQ+ community find a space of welcome and worship.  

Alongside the Revd Canon Karen Rooms and members of the church 

community, Jay explores ideas of inclusion, belief and belonging, discussing the 

uncomfortable place where the spiritual and the physical meet and addressing 

the complex challenges faced by those who follow the faith.  

Sunday 10.30am at Christ Church, Port Sunlight 

Christ Church is open for in-person Worship, and our service this 

week is once again in the morning at 10.30am led by Rev Ian 

Smith.  Those who are not yet ready or able to come to the church 

building can join in from home via Zoom.  Information about the 

latest guidelines for attending church, and how to join the service 

via Zoom, can be found on the separate sheet. 

Sunday 1.15pm on BBC One – Songs of Praise 

Jurassic Coast  Claire McCollum explores stories of fossils, faith and science 

along the beautiful Jurassic Coast that spans 95 miles of Devon and Dorset and 

reveals 185 million years of history. 

In Lyme Regis, Claire hears the story of Mary Anning, the 19th-century Christian 

fossil hunter who revolutionised palaeontology. Following in Mary’s footsteps, 

Claire joins a fossil walk along Lyme Regis beach with renowned botanist Sir 

Ghillean Prance to hear how science and faith can live in harmony. 

Gemma Hunt meets a geologist whose childhood holidays on the Jurassic Coast 

inspired her vital work on climate change. She speaks about the importance of 

studying the natural world and about feeling the presence of God on 

expeditions to the wilderness of Antarctica. 

Opportunities to Worship on Sunday 22 August 
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We continue this month’s Messy 

Church theme of ‘PLACES WE ENJOY’ 

with a wander into our GARDENS, to 

Ness Botanical GARDEN, or into the 

parks and GARDENS near where we 

live.  Once again we  provide you with 

a scavenger hunt, so you can find the 

items on the list, and take 

photographs or draw pictures as a 

reminder of your summer together.   

The bible is full of references to 

GARDENS and GARDENING.  The 

bible begins with a story of creation 

and the GARDEN of Eden.   

In the New Testament, Jesus tells lots 

of stories that relate to GARDENING. 

We hear of God described as the 

vinedresser, pruning 

the branches within us 

that don’t bear fruit.   

There’s the parable of the sower, 

where seeds are sown along the way, 

and we discover the best and worst 

places to plant seeds.   

The parable of the mustard seed, 

where the tiny seed becomes the 

largest plant where 

the birds can build 

their nests.   

In Galatians we are 

reminded of the fruits of the Spirit that 

grow in each one of us—the fruits of 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 

and self-control.   

We hear of lilies growing 

in the field, tended and 

cared for, and the 

abundance of flowers that spring forth 

from the deserts.   

We discover that the community of 

God’s people are firmly 

rooted like cedar trees and 

beautiful like olive trees. 

The people who wrote and read the 

bible lived close to the land, to their 

GARDENS, and the land provided 

them with their food, and with much 

beauty.  They understood the stories 

and the images that helped them to 

understand more about the nature of 

God. 

Messy Church Activity: GARDEN 

The Messy Church Teddy Bear’s Picnic  

will take place at Christ Church  

on Saturday 11 September  

from 10am—11am 

More information next week 

Keep The Date... 



 

12 

Here’s a GARDEN Scavenger Hunt for you to enjoy. 

GARDEN SCAVENGER HUNT 

Find the items below,  

take photographs or draw the things you see. 

 Trowel Ladybird Cloud Twig 

 Butterfly Flower Leaf Snail 

 Bee Ant Stone Worm 

 Grass Soil Flower Watering 

   Pot Can 


