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This worship material is designed for you 

to use at home.  Some elements may 

differ from the service livestreamed from 

Christ Church. 

Opening Words 

For cool mornings and rumbling 

afternoon storms, 

for amazing days and even more 

ordinary evenings, 

for deep friendships and shallow 

wading pools: 

we give thanks to God! 

our shield and defender,  

the ancient of days, 

pavilioned in splendour,  

and girded with praise. 

O tell of his might,  

O sing of his grace, 

whose robe is the light,  

whose canopy space; 

his chariots of wrath  

the deep thunder-clouds form; 

and dark is his path  

on the wings of the storm. 

Worship for Sunday 15 August 

For the laughing God who tickles us 

with joy, 

for the broken-hearted Love who 

joins in our struggles: 

we give thanks to God at all times! 

For the Bread of heaven who feeds 

us hope, 

for the Spirit of grace who teaches 

us to dance: 

we give thanks to God at all times 

and for everything! 

Hymn 

A recording from S of P at Manchester 

Cathedral, can be found at: 

https://youtu.be/uI9cDJMsn14 

O worship the King,  

all-glorious above; 

O gratefully sing  

his power and his love; 

The earth with its store  

of wonders untold, 

Almighty, thy power  

hath founded of old; 

hath stablished it fast  

by a changeless decree, 

and round it hath cast,  

like a mantle, the sea. 

Thy bountiful care  

what tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air,  

it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills,  

it descends to the plain, 

and sweetly distils  

in the dew and the rain. 

 

https://youtu.be/uI9cDJMsn14
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Frail children of dust,  

and feeble as frail, 

in thee do we trust,  

nor find thee to fail; 

thy mercies how tender,  

how firm to the end, 

our maker, defender,  

redeemer, and friend! 

O measureless might,  

ineffable love, 

while angels delight  

to hymn thee above, 

the humbler creation,  

shall struggle to raise 

with true adoration  

their songs to thy praise. 

Robert Grant 

Prayer of the Day 

We long to worship 

in high-vaulted cathedrals, 

our songs and prayers 

echoing the deep sighs 

of the saints cradled in the stone. 

Yet you, unpredictable Creator, 

you compose a canticle 

with the gentle drops of rain 

on a tin-roofed shelter. 

We long to worship 

beside the high and famous, 

rubbing shoulders with those 

clothed in power, wealth, renown. 

But you, quirky Redeemer, 

you we find sitting at the gutter, 

huddling in the shadowed doorway, 

curled up on a sidewalk grate 

with your long-lost kin. 

We long to worship 

with drums pounding 

and the amps turned up 

so high our hearts tremble. 

And you, fanciful Spirit, 

you would draw us into 

that still, silent, sacred 

space called peace. 

We long to worship you, 

God in Community, Holy and One.  

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Old Testament Reading:  

1 Kings 2 v10-12 & 3 v3-14 

Pause 

A Reading from the Psalms:  

Psalm 111 

Pause 

Gospel Reading:  

John 6 v51-58 
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Pause 

Reflect on the readings  

using the material on page 6 

Prayer of Confession 

We would follow Jesus, 

but sometimes it seems that we do 

not know how to go out in faith, 

or come in out of the shadows of 

life. 

The One who has sent the Bread of 

life to us 

is the God who is just and true, 

longing to grace us with mercy. 

We try to be so careful, Faithful God, 

yet we make so many mistakes. 

We think we are so wise, 

yet do not understand the simple 

wonder of a child. 

We spend so little time in your 

presence, 

and ask why we do not know your 

dreams for us. 

We long to be good, upright 

people, 

but find our hearts tripping over the 

temptations of the world. 

Have mercy, Covenant Keeper, and 

be gracious to us. 

As you continue to teach us of your 

hopes, 

your dreams, your love for us, 

may we practice what we learn, 

as we follow our Lord and Saviour, 

Jesus Christ, in faith. 

Silence 

Out of our lives laced with foolish 

mistakes and unwise choices, 

God is able to weave a tapestry of 

grace, forgiveness, and healing. 

God has sent redemption for all, 

God has fed us with the healing 

bread of life. 

At all times, and for every grace, 

we give thanks to God in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn, from Songs 

of Praise at The Royal Garrison Church 

of All Saints, Aldershot, can be found 

at - https://youtu.be/MkTrFQLy6js 

Lord, for the years  

your love has kept and guided,  

urged and inspired us,  

cheered us on our way,  

sought us and saved us,  

pardoned and provided:  

Lord of the years,  

we bring our thanks today.  

 

https://youtu.be/MkTrFQLy6js
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Lord for ourselves;  

in living power remake us- 

self on the cross,  

and Christ upon the throne, 

past put behind us,  

for the future take us: 

Lord of our lives,  

to live for Christ alone. 

© Timothy Dudley-Smith   

Used with permission under CCLI No 

214840 

Closing Words 

Fed with words of grace and hope, 

   we go to bring the Bread of life to 

our world. 

Called to be faithful  

as followers of Jesus, 

   we go to share justice and hope 

with all. 

Touched by the Spirit of wonder  

in these moments, 

   we go to bring peace to the 

broken. 

Lord, for that Word,  

the Word of life which fires us,  

speaks to our hearts  

and sets our souls ablaze,  

teaches and trains,  

rebukes us and inspires us:  

Lord of the Word,  

receive your people's praise.  

Lord, for our world,  

when we disown and doubt him,  

loveless in strength,  

and comfortless in pain,  

hungry and helpless,  

lost indeed without him:  

Lord of the world,  

we pray that Christ may reign.  
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Bible Reading and Reflection for Sunday 15 August 

Readings:  

1 Kings 2 v10-12 & 3 v3-14 

Reflection: 

"Wisdom is supreme; therefore get 

wisdom.  Whatever else you get, get 

understanding" (Proverbs 4:7). 

This week's Old Testament reading, 

which talks about David's son and 

heir, King Solomon, is a fair illustration 

of the proverb.  The story seems to be 

saying that Solomon himself 

understood the urgency of getting 

wisdom.  He needed it.  He was 

perhaps as young as sixteen when he 

came to the throne, and his father, 

David, was by any measure a hard act 

to follow.  Even then, even already, it 

was clear that they were cut from 

different cloth. 

In order to do 

the monumental 

work that lay 

before him, 

Solomon 

needed the 

animating power 

of perspective.  

He needed 

wisdom.  That's 

what he asks God for, when God 

comes to him in a dream.  "Ask what I 

should give you," God says. Solomon 

replies, "Give your servant therefore 

an understanding mind... able to 

discern between good and evil..."  It's 

a good answer.  A humble answer.  An 

answer that says there is more to this 

kid than your typical sixteen year old.  

God sees that, too. 

In an 

interesting 

twist, God 

seems just as 

pleased by 

what 

Solomon 

doesn't ask 

for - God 

delights that 

Solomon 

doesn't ask for wealth; he doesn't ask 

for long life; he doesn't ask for his 

enemies to be taken out in one big 

zap.  God is so pleased, in fact, that 

God grants him those things, anyway, 

as a bonus to the understanding mind 

that God is so very delighted to grant. 

As it said in that proverb, "Wisdom is 

supreme; therefore get wisdom.  

Whatever else you get, get 

understanding"  Solomon gets it all. 

Now, for a lot of people, this should 

be where the story ends.  It's easy to 

understand why, because the moral is 

so appealing.  If you're smart enough 

to seek wisdom, the animating power 

of perspective, then you will be 

showered with every other blessing 
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under heaven.  God will open the 

divine chequebook. 

Except this teenager's story doesn't 

end on graduation day, as indeed 

most of them don't, and its larger 

point about wisdom is a lot more 

subtle than this brief section can do 

justice.  Because the story goes on to 

say that Solomon becomes a great 

king in his own right, a worthy 

successor to his father, David.  He is 

famed for his wisdom.  He builds the 

Temple.  He tries to consolidate the 

nation beyond the world of tribes his 

father had known and worked so very 

well. 

Solomon becomes a great king.  But 

sadly, it turns out that he isn't entirely 

a good person.  He develops a 

decided taste for the finer things.  And 

he demands a lot of his people to 

keep himself well-supplied with the 

good things of life. 

Solomon loses focus on God's way, 

and while he lives his own life 

unscathed, he nevertheless sets the 

stage for a catastrophic unravelling of 

all he and his father had built.  A few 

short years after Solomon's death, 

much of what had been achieved was 

gone for good.  And so today, we 

should be reminded not only of the 

beauty of wisdom, and the power of 

wisdom, but of the precariousness of 

our own hold on wisdom.  Wisdom is 

not a once-and-for-all kind of thing.  

The story of Solomon is a decidedly 

cautionary tale. 

Fridays: 10.30-11.30 

Join using Sunday Zoom links 

See page 13 
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Thank you for your continuing financial support of the life of the church.  As you 

make your weekly offering, by which ever means, we invite you to pray this 

prayer of dedication: 

Gracious God, 

we bring you these gifts 

not to settle a debt or buy your favour 

but as an expression of our love, 

a token of our gratitude, 

an outpouring of our worship 

and a symbol of our commitment. 

Use them, and use us, in your service, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Offertory and Prayer 

Funeral of Rev Tom Carmichael 

If you are unable to attend the service 

you may watch the Crematorium's live 

Web Link, that will be turned on 

around 5 minutes before the service 

starts, using following the log in 

details : 

https://www.wesleymedia.co.uk/

webcast-view 

Order ID: 105186 

Password: javrpscm 

Donations in Tom’s memory are for 

PTSD Resolution, Charity number 

1133188, and may be sent by 2nd 

September 2021  

C/O Laurence Jones Funeral Directors, 

Castle House Funeral Home,  

86 Teehey Lane,  

Bebington, Wirral  

CH63 8QU.   

Tel: 0151 608 8503. 

Rev Tom Carmichael, who was 

Minister here at Christ Church from 

2007 to 2014, sadly passed away on 

29th July 2021 aged 70 years.  We 

remember in our prayers his wife 

Marian, and his family and friends. 

Tom's Funeral Service will take place 

at Landican Crematorium Centre 

Chapel on Wednesday 18th August 

2021 at 2.00pm.  Attendance is by 

invitation of Marian only. 

https://www.wesleymedia.co.uk/webcast-view
https://www.wesleymedia.co.uk/webcast-view
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to partnership and pilgrimage 

from isolation and insularity 

to inclusive community: 

clear the way in us, your people, 

that we might call others wholeness 

and integrity. 

Remember in your Prayers 

God of surprises, 

you call us 

from the narrowness of our traditions 

to new ways of being church 

from the captivities of our culture to 

creative witness for justice 

from the smallness of our horizons 

to the bigness of your vision: 

clear the way in us, your people, 

that we might call others to freedom 

and renewed faith. 

Jesus, wounded healer: 

You call us 

from preoccupation with our own 

histories and hurts 

to daily tasks of peacemaking 

from privilege and protocol 

Please bring donations of the 

following items to church and they will 

be delivered to the Foodbank ASAP. 

 Tinned Fish 

 Tinned Potatoes 

 Squash 

 Sugar (small packet if possible) 

 UHT Milk 

 Instant Mash 

 Coffee (small) 

 Jam 

 Shampoo 

 Deodorant 

Supporting Wirral Foodbank 

Holy, transforming Spirit, 

You call us 

from fear to faithfulness 

from clutter to clarity 

from desire to control to deeper trust 

from the refusal to love to a readiness 

to risk: 

clear the way in us, your people, 

that we might all know the beauty and 

power 

and danger of the gospel.  Amen. 
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Sunday 8.10am on BBC Radio 4 – Sunday Worship 

Hail Queen of Heaven - Mass for the Feast of the 

Assumption  A Mass from Salford Cathedral, to 

celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of Mary.  This 

festival is celebrated the world over and marks the 

belief that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was lifted bodily 

into heaven at the end of her earthly life.  The Right 

Reverend John Arnold, Bishop of Salford, reflects on 

the significance of this feast day and the importance of 

the Virgin Mary within the Catholic faith.   

Sunday 10.30am at Christ Church, Port Sunlight 

Christ Church is open for in-person Worship, and our service this 

week returns to the morning at 10.30am led by Rev Ian Smith.  

Those who are not yet ready or able to come to the church 

building can join in from home via Zoom.  Information about the 

latest guidelines for attending church, and how to join the service 

via Zoom, can be found on pages 13 and 14. 

Sunday 1.15pm on BBC One – Songs of Praise 

Faith and Marriage  Claire McCollum visits 

Crediton, nestled in the heart of Mid 

Devon, to find out why church weddings 

are so important to Christians.  There’s 

another chance to see marriage stories 

featured on the series in the past, including 

a couple from West Sussex with a happy 

and successful marriage despite having 

wildly different perspectives on faith.  And we revisit the time when Aled Jones 

met a woman whose faith was reawakened in the most moving and unlikely of 

circumstances, during a traumatic experience in her married life. 

Opportunities to Worship on Sunday 15 August 

Items for inclusion in the bulletin for Sunday 22 August, will need to be with  

Liz Byrne by 7.00pm on Tuesday 17th August.   

Please send by email to: bulletin@ccpsurc.info  

or post to: Bulletin, c/o 21 Gorsehill Road, Wallasey, CH45 9JA 

Items for the 22 August Bulletin 
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We continue his month’s Messy 

Church theme of ‘PLACES WE ENJOY’ 

with a visit to the FARM. Once again 

we  provide you with a scavenger 

hunt, so together you can find the 

items on the list, and take 

photographs or draw pictures as a 

reminder of the places you have 

visited.   

So come with us as we go on another 

adventure together, on a trip to the 

FARM.  The Wirral and surrounding 

areas have a number of FARMS that 

are open to visit.  Have you been to 

Tam O’ Shanter FARM in Bidston 

where you can meet pigs, sheep, 

goats and chickens, or to Church 

FARM at Thurstaston where you can 

see emus, pygmy goats, alpacas and 

meerkats?  What about a trip to 

Brimstage for a wander around the 

Maize Maze. 

This week we look to The Psalms.  The 

Psalms are in the Old Testament and 

are made up of poems, prayers and 

songs that were written by the people 

of God.  Through the psalms people 

expressed thoughts and emotions like 

praise, hope and joy, sadness, fear 

and anger.  Today we read the psalms 

to help us as we express our thoughts 

and feelings.   

Psalm 104 is full of praise for creation, 

and is a reminder to us that the 

created world is not just ordered, with 

each created thing 

having its role in 

the whole of 

creation, but is also 

rhythmic, and each 

created things is like a song of joy 

sung to the Creator.  

Psalm 104 celebrates all living things, 

and reminds us of our 

interdependence with creation. 

“...You provide streams of water 

in the hills and valleys, 

so that the donkeys 

and other wild animals 

can satisfy their thirst. 

Birds build their nests nearby 

and sing in the trees. 

From your home above 

you send rain on the hills 

and water the earth. 

You let the earth produce 

grass for cattle, 

plants for our food, 

wine to cheer us up, 

olive oil for our skin, 

and grain for our health…” 

When farmers 

work with 

creation, with 

the land and the 

animals that are 

in their care, 

then they too are ensuring a positive 

and joyful interdependence for the 

benefit of the whole of creation. 

Messy Church Activity: FARMS 
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Here’s a FARM Scavenger Hunt for you to enjoy. 

FARM SCAVENGER HUNT 

Find the items below,  

take photographs or draw the things you see. 

 Barn Cow Duck Dog 

 Horse Chicken Fence Tractor 

 Cat Pig Sheep Rabbit 

 Goat Hay Alpacha Guinea 

    Pig 
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We continue to offer most of our Sunday Services on Zoom.  You can either join 

Zoom with video on a PC, Tablet or Smart Phone, or you can phone in on a 

landline or mobile phone and simply listen to the service. 

The stream will open approximately 15 minutes before the start of each 

service, if you arrive early, you will be placed in a waiting room and then 

admitted when everything is ready. 

Joining with video on a PC, Tablet or Smart Phone: 
Option 1 

 click on the following zoom link: Christ Church Sunday Worship Zoom 

Option 2 

 open the Zoom website or app and enter the Meeting ID and Password: 

Meeting ID: 984 9741 4236 

Meeting Password: 674153 

Joining with audio on a landline or mobile phone: 
 Choose and dial any one of the phone numbers listed below (if 

the phone number you choose is engaged try another phone 

number).   

 Dial-in numbers:   

  0203 481 5237 

 0203 481 5240 

Joining Sunday Worship from Home 

0203 901 7895 

0208 080 6591 

0208 080 6592 

0131 460 1196 

Telephone: 0151 372 8822   

Address: 21 Gorsehill Rd, Wallasey, CH45 9JA 

Email: minister@byrne-smith.com or minister@ccpsurc.info  

Contact Details: Rev Ian Smith 

 Key in the Meeting ID: 984 9741 4236, followed by '#'.   

 When asked for Participant ID press ‘#’. 

 Key in the Meeting Password: 674153, followed by ’#’ again. 

Stay and Chat: 
 Following the service there will be an opportunity to stay on Zoom and chat 

with others.  You will be invited to unmute. 

https://zoom.us/j/98497414236?pwd=bUtlRmNwOENKUkowTERtUFFkRElQUT09
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 If you are displaying symptoms of 

Coronavirus, please stay home.  

 It is no longer necessary to collect 

names and contact details.  The 

NHS Test and Trace QR code 

remains available for those who 

wish to ‘check in’ using the app.  

 In line with Public Health 

Merseyside, we are continuing to 

encourage people to wear face 

coverings.  Face coverings help to 

protect others by preventing 

droplet spread. 

 Hand sanitiser 

will be available at 

the entrance, and 

we encourage 

everyone to 

sanitise their 

hands on arrival.  

 Place your 

offertory on the plate provided 

near the entrance.  Passing offertory 

bags around the congregation 

greatly increases the risk of person 

to person transmission. 

 You may sit in any available pew.  

For the time being alternate pews 

will continue to be closed.  Please 

be aware that members of the 

congregation may prefer to sit 

alone on a pew. 

 We will continue to use Service 

sheets, which will be handed out on 

arrival.  

 We can now sing.  For the time 

being we will remain seated while 

singing. 

 At the end of the service please 

make your way out of the church in 

your own time. 

 You may wish to sanitise your 

hands before leaving. 

 Please respect the fact that not 

everyone will feel comfortable 

being in close proximity with others. 

Following the lifting of COVID-19 restrictions in England from 19 July, the 

government has issued new guidance for churches.  In common with other 

venues and businesses, the emphasis has changed from government imposed 

instruction, to individuals taking responsibility for their own safety and the safety 

of others.  While the experience of attending worship will hopefully feel much 

more ‘normal’, there are still some measures in place to help us all feel safe and 

confident—particularly with COVID cases on the rise. 

What does this mean in practice? 

Revised Guidelines for Worship 


