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WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 

Sunday 25 July 

10.30am Morning Worship 
led by Revd Ian Smith 

(In-person and on Zoom) 

See page 14 for revised guidelines 

Sunday 1 August 
10.30am Communion Service 
led by Revd Richard Hambly  

(Only available In-person– NOT available on ZOOM) 
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This worship material is designed for 

you to use at home.  Some elements 

may differ from the service 

livestreamed from Christ Church. 

Opening Words 

The foolish say, "There is no God! 

We are alone, on our own." 

   We gather to declare  

   the glory of God in our lives. 

The foolish say, "It is your life; 

you are accountable to no one." 

   We gather, strengthened by the 

Spirit, 

   trusting that Christ dwells in our 

hearts. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn from  

Chet Valley Churches in Norfolk,  

can be found at  

https://youtu.be/kJRqM45Y8Gk 

All creatures of our God and King, 

lift up your voice and with us sing. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden 

beam, 

thou silver moon with softer gleam: 

O praise him, O praise him, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Worship for Sunday 25 July 

The foolish say, "Everything I have 

is mine; 

I owe nothing to anyone." 

   We gather to praise the One 

   who calls us to serve others in 

love. 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 

ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 

O praise him, alleluia! 

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice; 

ye lights of evening, find a voice: 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 

make music for thy Lord to hear, 

alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou fire, so masterful and bright, 

that givest us both warmth and light: 

https://youtu.be/kJRqM45Y8Gk
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Dear mother earth, who day by day 

unfoldest blessings on our way, 

O praise him, alleluia! 

The flowers and fruits that in thee 

grow, 

let them his glory also show: 

O praise him, O praise him, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

All ye that are of tender heart, 

forgiving others, take your part, 

O sing ye, alleluia! 

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 

praise God, and on him cast your 

care: 

And thou, most kind and gentle 

death, 

waiting to hush our latest breath, 

O praise him, alleluia! 

Thou leadest home the child of God, 

and Christ our Lord the way has trod: 

Let all things their creator bless, 

and worship him in humbleness; 

O praise him, alleluia! 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the 

Son, 

and praise the Spirit, Three in One: 

W H Draper  

based on St Francis of Assisi 

Prayer of the Day 

Your glory flows  

through all generations, 

as you name every family 

in heaven and on earth. 

And so we come to you this day, 

O God. 

Your grace is  

higher than the farthest star; 

your peace is 

deeper than our greatest emptiness; 

your love spans 

the abyss of death; 

your hope stretches 

into all eternity. 

And so we come to you this day, 

O Christ. 

When our lives bottom out, 

your grace is still our bedrock; 

when our spirits run dry, 

you fill us with your joy; 

when we falter in our faith, 

you strengthen us  

to serve with hope and peace. 

And so we come to you this day, 

O Spirit. 

God in Community, Holy and One, 

we come to you this day.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

Old Testament Reading:  

2 Samuel 11 v1-15 

Pause 

New Testament Reading:  

Ephesians 3 v14-21 

Pause 

Gospel Reading:  

John 6 v1-21 

Pause 

Reflect on the readings  

using the material on page 6 

Prayer of Confession 

God looks at us, 

to see if we are wise enough to offer 

confession, 

to receive forgiveness, 

and to seek to know the healing love 

of Christ. 

Let us prove our wisdom, 

and set aside our foolish pride 

our lust for more and more blocks 

the fullness of your grace 

from transforming our lives; 

our trust in the powers of the world 

reveals our foolish nature. 

Have mercy, God of every 

generation. 

Pour out the rich blessing of 

forgiveness on our parched 

souls. 

Wisdom's Heart: 

deep within, we know how we have 

failed to be your people. 

Our hardened hearts are closed to 

the love of Christ; 

Feed us with Heaven's Bread, 

so we might be nourished by your 

gentleness. 

Shape us as your people, 

and restore us to faithful living, 

as we seek to follow our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ, 

in service to everyone we meet. 

Silence 

The wideness of God's mercy, 

the range of God's forgiveness, 

the infinite love of God, 

the Heart of hope which is never 

empty: 

all these gifts are ours, 

as God restores us to the fullness of 

life meant for us. 
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In thy house, great God, we offer 

of thine own to thee; 

and for thine acceptance proffer, 

all unworthily, 

hearts and minds and hands and 

voices 

in our choicest psalmody. 

Grounded in love, 

rooted in discipleship, 

we offer ourselves in service to 

others, 

recognizing the limitless grace 

which is ours to share in Christ. 

Thanks be to God.   

Amen. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn from  

Songs of Praise at Holy Trinity Church, 

Stratford, can be found at:  

https://youtu.be/y6DAWtFm7j8 

Angel voices ever singing 

round thy throne of light, 

angel harps, forever ringing, 

rest not day nor night; 

thousands only live to bless thee 

and confess thee Lord of light. 

Honour, glory, might, and merit 

thine shall ever be, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

blessed Trinity. 

Of the best that thou hast given 

earth and heaven render thee. 

Francis Pott 

Closing Words 

We go now, foolish enough to 

believe in God, 

   seeing God in everyone we meet. 

We go now, foolish enough to follow 

Jesus, 

   sharing grace with those who need 

it the most. 

We go now, foolish enough to be 

filled with the Holy Spirit, 

   serving with the Spirit in calming 

the fears of the world. 

For we know that thou rejoices 

over each work of thine; 

thou didst ears and hands and 

voices 

for thy praise design; 

craftsman's art and music's measure 

for thy pleasure all combine. 

https://youtu.be/y6DAWtFm7j8
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Bible Reading and Reflection for Sunday 25 July 

Reading: 2 Samuel 11 v1-15 

Reflection: 

Our reflection this week comes to us 

from The Church of Scotland. 

Richard Nixon, was (and 

still is) the only president 

of the United States of 

America to ever resign 

office.  He resigned over 

what has become known 

as the Watergate Scandal, a series of 

political scandals which involved 

Nixon and his administration between 

1972 and 1974. 

Countless people have been brought 

down when they get things wrong by 

their indiscretions having been 

exposed by the media.  Could today’s 

reading be King David’s Watergate?  

Perhaps even his Bathgate?  What 

would have happened if there had 

been a mainstream media back in his 

day?  What would the headlines have 

been?  Would he have survived the 

scandal? 

Many will be glad to know that the 

central theme of the reading today is 

not the sexual indiscretions of the 

King, interesting as they might be, but 

rather the use and abuse of power.  

Much of the reign of David is 

concerned with the wielding of power.  

Think of the story of David killing the 

giant, Goliath, for daring to offend 

God.  In that story we see God 

seemingly endorsing the power that 

David displayed by bringing down the 

giant and uplifting the smaller, weaker 

David. 

This week’s story, however, seems to 

deal with David’s power in a different 

fashion.  Yes, he is a powerful king and 

has all the trappings that come with 

that power.  As we read last week, he 

even lives in a better house than God.  

Unsurprisingly, with all that power 

came a sense of arrogance.  Just as 

the giant at the beginning of David’s 

story was characterised by arrogance 

in goading the Israelites for forty days 

to find someone who could fight him, 

so David is arrogant in his apparent 

comfort and wealth. 

Israel was still in the middle of the 

Holy War season.  The text tells the 

reader that the fight was very much 

still on to rid the land of the 

Ammonites.  However, instead of 

leading from the front, as a good king 

would have done, David took the 

decision to remain in Jerusalem and 

send his entire army to do his dirty 

work instead.  One can almost 

imagine David getting up to some sort 
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of mischief when everyone else was 

away.  He had become so secure in his 

role and with the power of being king 

that he felt he could do anything. 

urges him to sleep with his wife.  Uriah 

protests, knowing that he needs to be 

pure for battle. 

Despite David’s best attempts to 

frame Uriah, acting as a friend, one of 

the lads, Uriah goes back to the 

battlefield not having slept with his 

wife.  The cover-up hadn’t worked.  

The solution? Murder. 

Despite all the warnings from Samuel 

about the kings, the people still 

wanted one.  Would they be so 

content if they knew what was going 

on?  In what ways do we see power 

going badly wrong in today’s world?  

In our churches?  What can we do 

about it?  Should we stand back?  

Should we get involved?  What should 

our role as churches be?  Is that the 

same as our role as people of God? 

Fridays: 10.30-11.30 

Join using Sunday Zoom links 

See page 13 

It is a story played out in television 

soap operas and in real life, so many 

times.  With her husband, Uriah, away 

on the battlefield it would become all 

too obvious what had happened.  In 

another astonishing abuse of power 

David brings Uriah back home and 

The next bulletin will cover Sundays 1st & 8th August.   Items for inclusion in the 

bulletin for Sunday 15th August, will need to be with Liz Byrne by 7.00pm on 

Tuesday 10th August.  Please send by email to: bulletin@ccpsurc.info  

or post to: Bulletin, c/o 21 Gorsehill Road, Wallasey, CH45 9JA 

Items for the 15 August Bulletin 
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Thank you for your continuing financial support of the life of the church.  As you 

make your weekly offering, by which ever means, we invite you to pray this 

prayer of dedication: 

Sovereign God, 

though we offer our money 

and dedicate our lives to your service, 

it all seems so small compared to the needs of our world 

and the work of your kingdom. 

We wonder what our gifts can do 

or our lives achieve, 

so great are the needs 

and so small our resources. 

Yet you are able to take what seems insignificant 

and use it in ways far beyond our expectations. 

Receive, then, all we are and all we bring, 

and work through us to do your will 

and fulfil your purpose, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

For those who would like to make their weekly offerings, or make an additional 

donation, by online banking, the church bank account details are available in 

previous weeks of the bulletin. 

Offertory and Prayer 

Information for Stewards 

Plans are being finalised to reopen our 

church building to visitors from the 

beginning of August.  If you have 

volunteered to be a Steward, please 

see the rota on the noticeboard at the 

back of church and confirm your 

availability.  

If you have any queries, please 

contact Val Young on 07926 

961260. 
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We pray for those for whom life is a 

struggle each day, 

for those who do not know where 

the next meal is coming from, 

for those who do not know if they 

will have work this week, 

for those who are ill, in pain or are 

lonely, 

for those for whom the light at the 

end of the tunnel seems a long 

way off. 

Loving God, who each day brings 

forth new life and new hope, 

may those for whom we pray know 

your presence with them, 

may your care and healing power 

surrounding them, 

not only this day but every day.  

Amen. 

Remember in your Prayers 

Ever-loving God,  

we come before you 

to pray for our world and its people. 

We pray for those who govern 

around the world, 

for those who have power over 

others, 

that they might use their position to 

bring about peace 

and an equal sharing of resources, 

and to reconcile those who are 

divided 

by war, race or creed. 

We pray for those who take the 

message of the gospel 

into the communities around them. 

Give them a sensitivity towards 

those with whom they share, 

and may they know your presence 

and power. 

URGENT REQUEST 

The Foodbank are urgently in need of 

baby wipes and shampoo! 
Please bring donations of baby wipes and shampoo to church and they will be 

delivered to the Foodbank ASAP. 

Supporting Wirral Foodbank 
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Opportunities to Worship on Sunday 25 July 

Sunday 8.10am on BBC Radio 4 – Sunday Worship 

'Faithful'  The theme of the Keswick 

Convention this year is 'Faithful.'  The 

service recorded in the Convention's 

new venue The Packing Warehouse, 

part of an old Keswick pencil factory, is 

led by John Taylor and Anna Putt.  

Preacher Alasdair Paine (vicar of St 

Andrew the Great, Cambridge) preaches on Psalm 78 with music from Colin 

Webster, Phil Moore and band.  Keswick Ministries exists to inspire and equip 

Christians to love and live for Christ in his world.  God is faithful and, because he 

is, his followers are called to be faithful as well. 

Sunday 10.30am at Christ Church, Port Sunlight 

Christ Church is open for in-person Worship.  Our service this week 

is in the morning at 10.30am, and will be led by Rev Ian Smith.  

Those who are not yet ready or able to come to the church building 

can join in from home via Zoom.  Information about the new 

guidelines for attending church, and how to join the service via 

Zoom, can be found on pages 13 and 14. 

Sunday 1.15pm on BBC Two – Songs of Praise 

Generations of Faith  The Rev Kate Bottley is 

on the border of Staffordshire and 

Shropshire to join three generations of the 

Robinson family, discovering the Catholic 

history of Boscobel House, where after being 

defeated in the English Civil War, King 

Charles II went into hiding in a priest hole. 

As the Catholic Church marks the new World Day for grandparents and the 

elderly, Kate hears how grandchildren love and appreciate their grandparents, 

and singer songwriter Mal Pope performs his song Catch You about becoming a 

grandfather. 

Clive and Stella Robinson share with Kate how their faith sustained them 

following the loss of their son Andrew, and how their family set up a trust in his 

memory to give holidays to young people. 
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We continue his month’s Messy 

Church theme of ‘PLACES WE ENJOY’ 

with a visit to the PARK, and maybe 

taking in a PICNIC. Once again we  

provide you with a scavenger hunt, so 

together you can find the items on the 

list, and take photographs or draw 

pictures as a reminder of the places 

you have visited.   

So come with us as we go on another 

adventure together, on a trip to the 

PARK.  The Wirral is full of PARKS, with 

wide open space, play areas, flower 

gardens and wooded areas.  How 

many PARKS do you visit and enjoy?  

How many new PARKS are there to 

visit?  There’s Mayer Park and 

Brotherton Park nearby, and further 

afield Vale Park in New Brighton, 

Ashton Park in West Kirby and Arrowe 

Country Park.  Visit Wirral Council 

Website to find out about all the parks 

in our area:  https://

www.wirral.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-

events/parks-and-open-spaces-0 

How about taking a PICNIC with you?  

Our bible story this week tells of the 

story of Jesus and his disciples trying 

to take a break, and sailing off to the 

other side of the lake.  However, lots 

of people wanted to hear Jesus talk 

about God, so they followed them to 

the other side of the lake.   

When Jesus had finished teaching the 

crowd, he realised that they were all 

hungry.  So, he told 

his disciples to go 

and buy some 

food.  The disciples 

would have 

laughed at Jesus, how could they find 

and afford food for over 5000 people?   

One of the disciples found a young 

boy in the crowd with 5 loaves of 

bread and a couple of fish, not much, 

but a start!  Jesus told the people to 

sit down and prepare themselves for a 

picnic.   

Jesus gave thanks to God for the 

food, and  started breaking it into 

pieces.  His disciples began to share 

the food with the crowd, and to their 

amazement there was enough for 

everyone.  In fact there was more than 

enough.  So much, that when they 

collected the leftovers there were 12 

baskets full of food. 

The disciples were surprised and 

amazed, but Jesus wasn't.  He told his 

friends, ‘In God, amazing things can 

happen, we just have to have trust.’    

 So, when you have a trip to the PARK, 

take a PICNIC with you, and as you 

share your food, 

remember the 

story of Jesus 

feeding the 5000 

people who 

followed him.    

Messy Church Activity: ENJOYING PARKS & PICNICS 

https://www.wirral.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events/parks-and-open-spaces-0
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events/parks-and-open-spaces-0
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events/parks-and-open-spaces-0
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And here’s a PARK Scavenger Hunt for you to enjoy. 

PARK SCAVENGER HUNT 

Find the items below,  

take photographs or draw the things you see. 

 Bird 

 Worm 

 Feather 

 Spiders Web 

 Grass 

 4-Leaf Clover  

 Pine Cone 

 Ball 

 Sign 

 Dog Walker 

 Baby in a 

pushchair 

 Basketball 

Hoop 

 SeeSaw 

 Picnic Table 

 Slide 

 Ladder 

 Ants 

 Water 

 Long Stick 

 Really Tall Tree 

 Path or Trail 

 Swing 

 Rubbish Bin 

 Bridge 

 Flowers 

 Rock 

 Leaf 

 Bench 
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We continue to offer most of our Sunday Services on Zoom.  You can either join 

Zoom with video on a PC, Tablet or Smart Phone, or you can phone in on a 

landline or mobile phone and simply listen to the service. 

The stream will open approximately 15 minutes before the start of each 

service, if you arrive early, you will be placed in a waiting room and then 

admitted when everything is ready. 

Joining with video on a PC, Tablet or Smart Phone: 
Option 1 

 click on the following zoom link: Christ Church Sunday Worship Zoom 

Option 2 

 open the Zoom website or app and enter the Meeting ID and Password: 

Meeting ID: 984 9741 4236 

Meeting Password: 674153 

Joining with audio on a landline or mobile phone: 
 Choose and dial any one of the phone numbers listed below (if 

the phone number you choose is engaged try another phone 

number).   

 Dial-in numbers:   

  0203 481 5237 

 0203 481 5240 

Joining Sunday Worship from Home 

0203 901 7895 

0208 080 6591 

0208 080 6592 

0131 460 1196 

Telephone: 0151 372 8822   

Address: 21 Gorsehill Rd, Wallasey, CH45 9JA 

Email: minister@byrne-smith.com or minister@ccpsurc.info  

Contact Details: Rev Ian Smith 

 Key in the Meeting ID: 984 9741 4236, followed by '#'.   

 When asked for Participant ID press ‘#’. 

 Key in the Meeting Password: 674153, followed by ’#’ again. 

Stay and Chat: 
 Following the service there will be an opportunity to stay on Zoom and chat 

with others.  You will be invited to unmute. 

https://zoom.us/j/98497414236?pwd=bUtlRmNwOENKUkowTERtUFFkRElQUT09
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 If you are displaying symptoms of 

Coronavirus, please stay home.  

 It is no longer necessary to collect 

names and contact details.  The 

NHS Test and Trace QR code 

remains available for those who 

wish to ‘check in’ using the app.  

 In line with Public Health 

Merseyside, we are continuing to 

encourage people to wear face 

coverings.  Face coverings help to 

protect others by preventing 

droplet spread. 

 Hand sanitiser 

will be available at 

the entrance, and 

we encourage 

everyone to 

sanitise their 

hands on arrival.  

 Place your 

offertory on the plate provided 

near the entrance.  Passing offertory 

bags around the congregation 

greatly increases the risk of person 

to person transmission. 

 You may sit in any available pew.  

For the time being alternate pews 

will continue to be closed.  Please 

be aware that members of the 

congregation may prefer to sit 

alone on a pew. 

 We will continue to use Service 

sheets, which will be handed out on 

arrival.  

 We can now sing.  For the time 

being we will remain seated while 

singing. 

 At the end of the service please 

make your way out of the church in 

your own time. 

 You may wish to sanitise your 

hands before leaving. 

 Please respect the fact that not 

everyone will feel comfortable 

being in close proximity with others. 

Following the lifting of COVID-19 restrictions in England from 19 July, the 

government has issued new guidance for churches.  In common with other 

venues and businesses, the emphasis has changed from government imposed 

instruction, to individuals taking responsibility for their own safety and the safety 

of others.  While the experience of attending worship will hopefully feel much 

more ‘normal’, there are still some measures in place to help us all feel safe and 

confident—particularly with COVID cases on the rise. 

What does this mean in practice? 

Revised Guidelines for Worship 


