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This worship material is designed for 

you to use at home.  Some elements 

may differ from the service 

livestreamed from Christ Church. 

Opening Words 

Neighbours and newcomers, 

families and strangers, 

we gather in this space built by 

God’s steadfast love. 

Strugglers and stragglers, pilgrims 

almost at the end of the journey, 

each of us is seeks to follow Jesus, 

the compassionate One. 

Let us build a house where love can 

dwell 

and all can safely live,  

a place where saints and children 

tell  

how hearts learn to forgive.  

Built of hopes and dreams and 

visions,  

rock of faith and vault of grace;  

here the love of Christ shall end 

divisions: 

All are welcome,  

all are welcome,  

all are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where prophets 

speak, 

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to 

seek  

to dream God's reign anew.  

Here the cross shall stand as witness  

and as symbol of God's grace;  

here as one we claim the faith of 

Jesus:  

Worship for Sunday 18 July 

Builders of bridges in fractured 

communities, 

those who stand on either side of 

walls of fear, 

the Spirit of faithfulness calls us to 

live as one people, 

God’s people! 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn from  

Songs of Praise at the Collegiate 

Church of St Mary, Warwick,  

can be found at  

https://youtu.be/gKJgcv8SdnQ 

Let us build a house where love is 

found 

in water, wine and wheat:  

a banquet hall on holy ground  

where peace and justice meet.  

https://youtu.be/gKJgcv8SdnQ
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Here the love of God, through 

Jesus,  

is revealed in time and space;  

as we share in Christ the feast that 

frees us: 

Let us build a house where hands 

will reach 

beyond the wood and stone  

to heal and strengthen, serve and 

teach,  

and live the Word they've known.  

Here the outcast and the stranger  

bear the image of God's face;  

let us bring an end to fear and 

danger: 

Let us build a house where all are 

named, 

their songs and visions heard  

and loved and treasured, taught and 

claimed  

as words within the Word.  

Built of tears and cries and laughter,  

prayers of faith and songs of grace,  

let this house proclaim from floor to 

rafter: 

Copyright © 1994 Marty Haugen, 

GIA Pub, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by authorisation of One 

License number A-632905 

Prayer of the Day 

God of aliens and strangers: 

make the doors of our church 

wide enough so that all find a 

welcome, 

a home, a haven, a heart. 

Christ of the near 

and those who are far off: 

make our hearts wide enough 

so that all might find a place 

in this household of faith. 

Welcoming Spirit 

of saints and sinners: 

open our arms wide enough 

so that all – 

the guest, the neighbour, 

the child, the widow, 

the politician, the homeless, 

the brother, the sister – 

may be embraced 

by your love and grace. 

God in Community, Holy and One, 

open your arms wide enough 

to enfold us in your heart.  Amen., 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Old Testament Reading:  

2 Samuel 7 v1-14a 
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Pause 

New Testament Reading:  

Ephesians 2 v11-22 

Pause 

Gospel Reading:  

Mark 6 v30-34 & 53-56 

Pause 

Reflect on the readings  

using the material on page 6 

Prayer of Confession 

Do we really want God to dwell 

within us, 

or are we only willing to 'rent out' 

space for a brief visit? 

Our actions, our words, our silence, 

our fears 

all show the presence, or absence, 

of God in our lives. 

Let us empty ourselves of all which 

burdens us, 

and welcome the One who lives with 

us forever. 

Steadfast God, we confess that we 

are so busy 

putting up walls between ourselves 

and others, 

we cannot see the home you are 

building for all of us. 

We spend so much time 

noting the differences between us 

and others, 

while you are embracing everyone 

as your child. 

We run to welcome those who look, 

talk, and act like us, 

and you throw open your doors 

to the stranger, the alien, in our 

midst. 

Forgive us, Faithful Heart. 

By your grace, 

help us to see the household you 

are building for all people: 

there are no plastic protectors on 

the furniture; 

there are no rooms that are off-

limits; 

and even the smallest child is 

welcome to sit 

at the big peoples' Table and be fed 

by your grace. 

We pray this in the name of Jesus 

Christ, 

our peace, our hope, our Lord, our 

Saviour. 

Silence 
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Do you remember? 

At one time, you were without 

Christ; 

you were the stranger, the outsider, 

and the alien. 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 

And he anoints my head with oil, 

And my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on his pure delights. 

And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 

For you are with me,  

and your rod and staff 

Are the comfort I need to know. 
Stuart Townend © 1996 Thankyou 

Music.  Reproduced under CCL 

Licence No 214840 

But now, in Christ, you have been 

brought home, 

living in God's household of hope 

and peace. 

God's covenant with us is 

everlasting; 

God's steadfast love is forever; 

God's forgiveness makes us new 

and whole. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

Hymn 

A recording of this hymn can be found 

at https://youtu.be/pN4tPkX0MG0 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not 

want; 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 

And I will trust in you alone, 

And I will trust in you alone, 

For your endless mercy follows 

me, 

Your goodness will lead me 

home. 

Closing Words 

We go, to greet stranger and dear 

friend equally, 

and to share God’s steadfast love as 

we seek to live in faithfulness. 

We go, to share Christ’s compassion 

with everyone, 

and to tear down dividing walls and 

build bridges of hope. 

We go, to live as one as the Spirit 

gathers you with others, 

and to will build communities that 

welcome all, especially the 

outsiders. 

https://youtu.be/pN4tPkX0MG0
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Bible Reading and Reflection for Sunday 18 July 

Reading: 2 Samuel 7 v1-14a 

Reflection: 

In recent years house building has 

changed considerably.  There was a 

time, not so long ago, when a house 

builder rattled up an estate and you, 

as the prospective purchaser, would 

wander around and pick the house on 

the plot that you wanted.  By that time 

they were pretty much built.  When 

the recession hit things were turned 

on their head.  The builders would 

build their show homes in order that 

the purchasers could see what a home 

might look like and generally only 

built other houses when they got an 

order and a deposit.  The house 

builder was very much in control of 

when houses would be built. 

Testament and Israelite faith: the ark, 

the king, the prophet, power, temple 

and a blind motivation to do 

something for God, which does not 

necessarily represent the actual 

wishes of God. 

The story begins with David declaring 

that he ‘lives in a house of cedar’.  

Could this be part of the problem with 

David’s reign as King?  Remember the 

discussions that God and Samuel had 

with the people about their dogged 

desire to have a king.  They were told 

that a king would be no good, and 

would build palaces, take servants and 

so on.  Are the people of Israel 

beginning to see the folly of the 

monarchy in their midst? 

When David first suggests building a 

permanent home for God Nathan 

seems to agree with his ideas 

suggesting that the Lord was with him.  

Could this have been a step towards 

religion being institutionalised in the 

community?  But in the night, Nathan 

hears from God and changes his 

In today’s reading from 2 Samuel, 

David seeks to build a permanent 

home for the Ark of the Covenant.  

This passage really does sum up many 

of the major symbols in the Old 
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mind.  David may seem to be 

suggesting something reasonable in 

wanting to build a permanent home 

for the Ark.  Nathan begs to differ.  

Nathan, a prophet who speaks for 

God, tells David that God is not 

interested in this kind of housing. 

In the end, David does not get to build 

the temple.  It seems that God does 

not want to be ‘tied down’.  Note the 

references to being with his people: 

as they moved about so did God.  Do 

we try to box God in within our 

churches?  Do we try to pin God 

down, make God static, keep things 

settled? 

In the ancient world kings and temples 

almost go hand in hand and create a 

kind of civil religion where the king is 

often viewed as a divine character, or 

at a minimum God’s representative on 

earth.  Because of the intermingling of 

the king’s religious and civic roles it 

could lead to problems concerning 

whose power was really being 

worshipped by the people. 

For many, there could be a real 

danger in their thinking if God was to 

move on.  Churches, and individuals 

feel a sense of security knowing where 

God is and what God is asking of 

them.  Whenever we see something 

new appear it can cause us to panic 

and wonder if that is where God is 

after all.  There is a safety in having 

God ‘where we can see him’.  Is it 

safety that people desire, and if so, 

should it be? 

Fridays: 10.30-11.30 

Join using Sunday Zoom links 

See page 15 

For more information about Christ Church,  

along with links to our Zoom Services, visit www.ccpsurc.info 

Christ Church Website Address 
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Thank you for your continuing financial support of the life of the church.  As you 

make your weekly offering, by which ever means, we invite you to pray this 

prayer of dedication: 

Sovereign God, 

you need nothing from us, 

for all things are yours, 

held by us in trust 

and dependent ultimately on your goodness. 

Yet you invite us to give something back, 

to share in the work of your kingdom, 

and to contribute to the fulfilment of your purpose. 

For that awesome privilege we give you our praise, 

and, gladly, we make our response. 

Amen. 

For those who would like to make their weekly offerings, or make an additional 

donation, by online banking, the church bank account details are: 

A/c name: Christ Church   

Sort Code: 01 07 02   

A/c number: 07704216 

If you are part of the Envelope Scheme, then please ensure you include your 

offertory envelope number as a reference. 

Offertory and Prayer 

Could you be a Steward? 

We hope that it may soon be possible 

for us to reopen our church building to 

tourists and others visiting Port 

Sunlight village. We are only able to do 

this with the support of our team of 

volunteer stewards. Stewards welcome 

visitors, and share information about 

the church building.  

If you would like to join the 

stewarding team, please speak to 

Val Young on 07926 961260. 
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URGENT REQUEST 

The Foodbank have been in 

touch and have informed us 

that they really need  

baby wipes and shampoo! 

Please bring donations of baby wipes 

and shampoo to church and they will 

be delivered to the Foodbank ASAP. 

Supporting Wirral Foodbank 

Sunday 18 July 
10.30am Morning Worship 
led by Revd Ian Smith  

(In-person and on Zoom) 

Sunday 25 July 

10.30am Morning Worship 
led by Revd Ian Smith 

(In-person and on Zoom) 

The Government have confirmed that England will move 

to stage 4 of the Roadmap out of Lockdown on Monday 

19 July.  Most of the rules and legal requirements 

around social distancing, face coverings and gatherings 

will be removed.  However, the United Reformed 

Church Synod Moderators have issued new guidance to 

churches, and the Elders have agreed appropriate 

changes to our practices and procedures for worship. 

Full details of the plans for Christ Church will be included in next week’s 

Bulletin, ahead of our first Sunday in Stage 4 on 25 July. 

Roadmap Stage 4 ~ 19 July 
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Where faithful people meet in your 

name, may it be in unity; 

where faithful people work and 

worship, may it be pleasing to 

you; 

where faithful people set out to 

change the world, may it be for 

good. 

O God of every man and woman – our 

God, 

we bring to you the needs of those we 

love. 

Remember in your Prayers 

O God of our nation and of every 

nation, 

we bring to you the needs of our 

world. 

Where there is fear, come with your 

peace; 

where there is injustice, come with  

your righteousness; 

where there is poverty, come with   

your mercy. 

And today we lift before you the 

countries and situations 

which feature in today’s news... 

O God of our church and of every 

church, 

we bring to you the needs of our 

community. 

Where people are hurting, give 

healing; 

where people are in difficulty, give 

courage; 

where people are tired, give rest. 

And today we lift before you those 

known to us 

who are in need of God’s blessing... 

O God, our God 

we bring you our prayers in the name 

of Jesus, 

your son, our Lord.   

Amen. 



 

11 

Opportunities to Worship on Sunday 11 July 

Sunday 8.10am on BBC Radio 4 – Sunday Worship 

Rebirth and Renewal in Senghenydd  

The community of Senghenydd near 

Caerphilly knows what it is to 

experience both trauma and revival.  

The scene of two of the UK's worst 

mining disasters, the first of which 

happened 120 years ago this year, it's 

the location of St Peter's church, a 

congregation which until recently had 

been in sharp decline and whose building stood at risk of closure. 

Just a few years after the 1901 mining disaster, in the last Welsh revival, this had 

been a place of such zeal that even the rugby team disbanded, its members 

more focussed on saving souls than scoring tries. 

Tragically the shortcomings exposed in the first mining disaster were not 

resolved and in 1913 what remains the UK's most serious industrial disaster took 

place: hundreds of lives were lost.  Their deaths resulted at the time in 

compensation payments to their families of just 1 shilling and 11 pence. 

Rugby began again in the town within a few years, while the mine closed in the 

late 1920s, and in recent years the town has erected lasting memorials to the 

men and boys who lost their lives.  Now too at St Peter's church a new and young 

congregation is growing, supported by other churches in the Llandaff diocese. 

Bishop June Osborne preaches in a service exploring how after trauma can 

come rebirth and renewal.  The service is led by Ministry Area leader Father Mark 

Greenaway Robbins, with contributions from members of the congregation 

including former miners. 

Sunday 10.30am at Christ Church, Port Sunlight 

Christ Church is open for COVID secure in-person Worship.  Our 

service this week returns to the morning at 10.30am.  This week’s 

service will be led by Rev Ian Smith and will explore the concept 

of The House of God.  Those who are not yet ready or able to 

come to the church building can join in from home via Zoom.  

Information about the guidelines for attending church, and how 

to join the service via Zoom, can be found on pages 15 and 16. 
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FINAL CALL   
for your Harry Potter WaterAid Jars of Change.   

Please bring your Jars of Change to church ASAP,  

and remember to include the Gift Aid slip below with your change. 

Contact Ian Smith or Samantha Hawkes if you need your jar collecting. 

Harry Potter WaterAid Jars of Change Appeal 

Items for inclusion in any of the next 3 weeks’ bulletins covering Sundays 25th 

July, 1st August and 8th August, will need to be with Liz Byrne by 7.00pm on 

Tuesday 20th July.  Please send by email to: bulletin@ccpsurc.info or post to: 

Bulletin, c/o 21 Gorsehill Road, Wallasey, CH45 9JA 

Items for the Next 3 Weeks’ Bulletins  

Sunday 1.15pm on BBC One – Songs of Praise 

Arundel Cathedral  Katherine Jenkins is in 

Arundel in West Sussex, home to the Dukes 

and Duchesses of Norfolk.  She visits the 

Roman Catholic cathedral built by the fifteenth 

duke as a statement of his faith, and she 

explores the stunning castle gardens. 

Radzi Chinyanganya is invited to the Convent of the Poor Clares in Arundel to 

hear how they came to top the charts with their classical album, and we find out 

about Wheels for the World, a Christian project transforming lives by restoring 

wheelchairs to send to developing countries. 
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Holiday time is upon us.  Summer has 

arrived.  Children are finishing the 

school year.  Families are preparing 

for holidays or for staycations.  

Together you will be out and about, 

visiting new and old places, having fun 

and living for the moment.  

This month’s Messy Church activities, 

on the theme of ‘PLACES WE ENJOY’ 

will accompany you on some of your 

trips out and to your holiday locations.  

Over the next 4 or 5 weeks we will visit 

farms, parks, the seaside and the 

countryside, as well as towns and 

cities.  Each week we will provide you 

with a scavenger hunt, to find items 

and take photographs or draw a 

picture as a reminder of the places 

you have visited.  So come with us as 

we go on adventures together... 

This week, our adventure begins at 

the SEASIDE.  We are lucky enough to 

be so near to the sea, with places like 

New Brighton, Hoylake and West 

Kirby to visit.  We can paddle in the 

water, make sandcastles on the beach, 

Messy Church Activity: ENJOYING THE SEASIDE 

and share fish and chips on the prom. 

Our bible story this week tells of the 

story of Jesus appearing after his 

resurrection to his disciples on the 

beach.  They were out on the lake, 

having an awful fishing trip, when they 

heard a voice telling them to throw 

their nets onto the other side of their 

boat.  When they did, they caught 

more fish than their boat could hold.  

It was then that they realised it was 

Jesus.  The disciples quickly swam 

and sailed ashore, and discovered 

that Jesus, was on the beach, cooking 

fish for them over a fire.   

Jesus’ appearance to them on the 

beach, was his reminder to them, that 

he would be with them where ever 

they went, and also a reminder to tell 

his story to the world. 

When the Christian church first began, 

they had to meet in secret.  One of the 

ways they would tell other followers 

that they was going to be a gathering, 

was by drawing a fish in the dirt or in 

the sand.  The fish was the secret sign 

of the early church, a sign that could 

quickly be erased with the movement 

of a foot, so the authorities would not 

hear about their meetings. 
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So, when you have a day out at the SEASIDE, spent time drawing fish in the sand, 

to remember the early church, and how Jesus’ followers told each other that they 

were gathering together.  And here’s a SEASIDE Scavenger Hunt for you to enjoy. 

SEASIDE SCAVENGER HUNT 

Find the items below,  

take photographs or draw the things you see. 

 Beach ball 

 Sandcastle 

 Driftwood 

 Piece of 

rope 

 Shell 

 Pebble 

 Heart shaped 

pebble 

 Fish drawn 

in the sand! 

 Seaweed 

 Something metal 

 Something plastic 

 A feather 

 A fisherman 

 A boat at sea 

 A lifeguard 

 A seagull 

 A crab 

 Spade 

 Bucket 

 Deckchair 

 Parasol 

 Surfboard 

 Someone 

swimming 

 Someone paddling 

 A Lifeguard 

 Hidden treasure 

 A boat at sea 

 Star fish 

 Rock pool 
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We continue to offer most of our Sunday Services on Zoom.  You can either join 

Zoom with video on a PC, Tablet or Smart Phone, or you can phone in on a 

landline or mobile phone and simply listen to the service. 

The stream will open approximately 15 minutes before the start of each 

service, if you arrive early, you will be placed in a waiting room and then 

admitted when everything is ready. 

Joining with video on a PC, Tablet or Smart Phone: 
Option 1 

 click on the following zoom link: Christ Church Sunday Worship Zoom 

Option 2 

 open the Zoom website or app and enter the Meeting ID and Password: 

Meeting ID: 984 9741 4236 

Meeting Password: 674153 

Joining with audio on a landline or mobile phone: 
 Choose and dial any one of the phone numbers listed below (if 

the phone number you choose is engaged try another phone 

number).   

 Dial-in numbers:   

  0203 481 5237 

 0203 481 5240 

Joining Sunday Worship from Home 

0203 901 7895 

0208 080 6591 

0208 080 6592 

0131 460 1196 

Telephone: 0151 372 8822   

Address: 21 Gorsehill Rd, Wallasey, CH45 9JA 

Email: minister@byrne-smith.com or minister@ccpsurc.info  

Contact Details: Rev Ian Smith 

 Key in the Meeting ID: 984 9741 4236, followed by '#'.   

 When asked for Participant ID press ‘#’. 

 Key in the Meeting Password: 674153, followed by ’#’ again. 

Stay and Chat: 
 Following the service there will be an opportunity to stay on Zoom and chat 

with others.  You will be invited to unmute. 

https://zoom.us/j/98497414236?pwd=bUtlRmNwOENKUkowTERtUFFkRElQUT09
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 You will be guided to your pew by 

a steward, and pews will be filled 

from the front.  This ensures that 

we are able to maintain social 

distancing. 

 Service sheets will already be in 

the pews.  This again reduces the 

risk of transmission.  

 At the end of the service, 

stewards will guide you out.  The 

church will empty from the back, 

last in – first out, to ensure social 

distancing. 

 Remember to 

sanitise your 

hands before 

leaving. 

 Once outside, please continue to 

limit the number of people you 

interact with.  Keep your distance 

from each other and continue to 

be cautious. 

 Please respect the fact that not 

everyone will feel comfortable 

being in close proximity with others. 

Christ Church is open for COVID secure in-person worship.  The service lasts for 

around 30 minutes.  To maintain social distancing we have to limit the number of 

people in the building – we can only accommodate 35 individuals, couples or 

household ‘bubbles’.   There is no Creche or Sunday Worship Club, however 

activity bags for younger children are available. 

What does this mean in practice? 

Guidelines for Worship 

 On arrival you will be asked whether 

you are displaying symptoms of 

Coronavirus. Any who answer ‘yes’ 

will be asked to return home.  

 All worshippers are asked to 

provide names and contact 

details.  This is to meet the 

requirements of ‘track and trace’.  

 The wearing of face coverings is 

compulsory.  Face coverings 

protect others by preventing 

droplet spread, and so help keep 

people safe in indoor spaces. 

 Everyone is required to sanitise 

their hands on arrival, using the 

facilities provided.  This ensures that 

any infections picked up outside are 

not brought inside.  

 Prayer requests for inclusion in the 

service will be noted by a steward.  

It is unsafe for multiple people to 

write in the prayer book. 

 Place your offertory on the 

plate provided near the 

entrance.  Passing offertory 

bags around the congregation 

greatly increases the risk of person 

to person transmission. 


