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WELCOME! 

Welcome to the   
Late Summer issue of 
The Magazine, from 

Christ Church  
Port Sunlight. 

The Magazine is 

produced six times a 

year by volunteers and 

is available free of 

charge at the back of 

church. 

It is also available in 

large print and in colour 

on our website: 

ccpsurc.info 

Many thanks for all 

contributions and 

assistance in producing 

this edition. 

We hope you enjoy 

reading The Magazine. 

We hope you feel part 

of this beautiful church. 
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THE FIRST WORD 

Hello All, 

I hope your summer has been full of 

holidays, days out, family breaks, 

festivals or even just relaxing in the 

garden. The summer at Christ Church 

has been full of Weddings, Baptisms, 

Cream Teas, Messy Church and Church 

Anniversary fun. All big diary events, so it 

stands to reason that August is the month 

to fully relax after June and July before 

getting ready for September when we 

return to work, study or school, full time. 

However, being a Christian never has a break, but God asks us to hold his 

presence and rejoice in his ways in everything we do. So, this August as part of 

your relaxation and preparation for getting your mind, hearts and spirit ready for 

September – I invite you to open your bibles and look at passages that show us 

the gift of heart and song in the Scriptures. 

These are of course ‘The Psalms’. 

There are 150 greatest hits of God to choose from. These lyrics spring from the 

very nature of our relationship with God, and call us to join in the singing in the 

good times and bad. They are the sound tracks to our daily lives and play in our 

hearts. The Psalms sing their ancient wisdom to bring us on in our faith, to seek 

God and tune into the beauty of worship and goodness shared in our churches, 

homes and families. 

To fully abide in him, Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer, surrender your whole self 

to the beat. Use the Psalms as Jesus did – take them into the depths of your 

heart for food, comfort, healing and strength. 



4 
 

 

All these songs and melodies are to remind you of the truth of God. Take each 

one at a time and listen for God’s voice to you; whether you’re in the car, 

washing up, walking, eating breakfast, or with the kids, keep your ears open. 

Psalm 108:1 – I’m ready, God, so ready, ready from head to toe. 

      Ready to sign, ready to raise a God-song 

Enjoy the rest of your summer with God by your side. 

Blessings, 

Sarah Fitton 

JANET PEASTON 
1936 - 2019 

‘A wonderful Mum and the perfect Granny’ 
 

A church crowded with family and friends greeted the coffin of Janet Peaston as 

she travelled her last journey down the centre aisle of Christ Church on 

Thursday 23rd May 2019. The congregation were treated to a detailed history 

of Janet’s life from her birth in 1936 to her final passing in Bebington in 2019. 

 

Born in Port Glasgow and married to George Peaston in 1960, they met when 

they both worked at the Greenock plant 

of British Oil and Cake Mills, a Unilever 

Company. Two children came along, 

Graeme and Susan, and they both 

went to school in Jean Street and their 

mother went too. Janet became a 

School Secretary and stayed in that 

post for 11 happy years, bringing order, 

kindness and patience to pupils and 

staff alike. In 1983 the Peaston family 

moved from Scotland to Wirral as a 

result of some restructuring by Lever 

Brothers and they took up residence in 
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Charlotte’s Meadow. Janet never forgot her Scottish roots and kept in close 

touch with her family and friends north of the border.  

 

Friends and Social Life were important to Janet as well as to George and she 

joined many clubs and societies including the Stork Ramblers, the WI, the Port 

Sunlight Players and the Gladstone 

Theatre. Janet also joined this church, 

Christ Church Port Sunlight, where she 

joined in various church activities with 

great enthusiasm and commitment. Janet 

and George made a great partnership. 

They enjoyed travel, especially around 

Europe, and shared a passion for the 

theatre. George died in 2017, his funeral 

was held here in this church. To her 

children and grandchildren she was a 

wonderful mum and the perfect Granny; 

unconditionally loving, fun and kind, ready 

at any time to bake a cake, watch a 

performance, host a sleepover, offer sage 

advice and singing their praises.  Janet 

was always a very busy person and even 

on the afternoon before her last admission to hospital she was in the garden 

hanging out the washing, brushing the path and generally keeping order. 

 

In his Words of Reflection the minister, Revd Ian Smith, commented that the 

three hymns that had been sung in the service reminded us that ours is a God 

who loves us, who watches over us through all the hours of life’s day, who offers 

us peace and who welcomes us home.  They tell of a God who is faithful and 

unchanging, a God who is compassionate, providing all we need; a God who 

offers strength and hope to us as we live out our lives. The reading from 

Ecclesiastes reminds us that there is a time for everything, be it planting and 

uprooting, scattering stones and gathering them, or being silent and speaking. 

And yes – of course – a time to be born and a time to die. At the heart of our 
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Christian faith is the belief that the promise of Easter, the promise of eternal life 

is for all people and that Janet has stepped from life, through death to eternal 

life.  We believe that death is not the end, but marks a new beginning, and that 

nothing - not even death - can separate us from God's love. So while today we 

are sad, we are also thankful as we give thanks for the life that Janet led, for the 

person that she was, for the woman that we remember.  And we also give thanks 

to God for our hope in Jesus Christ that death itself is defeated. 

 

Reporting by Chris Maple 

 

CHURCH OPEN 2019 

Christ Church Port Sunlight is open to visitors this year from  

Monday 1st April to Friday 27th September 11am-4pm.  
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BIBLE READINGS FOR WORSHIP DURING AUGUST, 
SEPTEMBER AND EARLY OCTOBER 

I normally use the Revised Common Lectionary readings for weekly worship, 

usually choosing two or three passages from the four available.  As part of your 

own worship preparation you might find it helpful to read all four passages.  

Some visiting worship leaders may, on occasion, choose not to use the 

lectionary. 

Ian Smith 

 
4 August 

Hosea 11:1-11 
Psalm 49:1-12 
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 
 
11 August 

Isaiah 1:1, 12-20 
Psalm 33:12-22 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 
 
18 August 

Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
Luke 12:49-56 
 
25 August 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 
Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 
 
1 September 

Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
 

8 September 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-33 
 
15 September 

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 
Psalm 14 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10 
 
22 September 

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
Psalm 79:1-9 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 
 
29 September 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31 
 
6 October 

Lamentations 1:1-6 
Psalm 37:1-9 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 
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FOOD BANK SUMMER APPEAL 

 

Last summer was the busiest ever for food banks. Across the country, 87,500 

parcels were provided for children - and this year is set to be even busier. 

  

Food banks, like the one we support in Wirral, will do all they can to help families 

over the summer, working with other local groups to support parents who find 

their income simply won’t stretch to cover the cost of extra meals or additional 

childcare during the holidays. 

  

This high demand often causes food banks to distribute more food than is 

donated, leaving them short of food supplies. 

 

Please make a difference in Wirral today by donating the items your local food 

bank are most in need of, including: 

  

Tinned meat 

Tinned fish 

Pasta sauce 

Sugar 

Sponge puddings 

Biscuits 

Packet soups 

Long Grain rice 

Deodorant 

UHT milk 

Custard 

 

Thank you again for your generous and continuing support for those in need. 

 

Barrie Bradburn 
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FOUNDER’S DAY ~ 22nd SEPTEMBER 

Founder’s Day takes place on Sunday 22nd September this year, and we are 

delighted to welcome Rev Nigel Uden, Moderator of the United Reformed 

Church General Assembly, as our visiting preacher. He will preach at the 

morning Founder’s Day service, and at the afternoon service when we are 

inviting folk from neighbouring URCs and the Synod to join us. 

Nigel was born and brought up in Surrey, candidating for the ministry in the late 

seventies from Dorking United Reformed Church. After training at The 

Congregational College, Manchester, he was ordained in 1984 and served 

churches in Stockport. 

From 1987 to 1993 he was a minister of the United Congregational Church of 

Southern Africa, working in Johannesburg and Soweto. Returning to the URC, 

he served the church at St Annes on the Sea, during which time he got to know 

Christ Church Port Sunlight towards the end of the ministry of Harold Swindells. 

He spent nine years as Moderator of the URC’s Southern Synod, and since 

2010 he has been serving churches in Cambridge and its surrounding villages. 

Nigel is one of the General Assembly’s Moderators for 2018-2020, and in that 

capacity much looks forward to revisiting Christ Church. He is married to Bethan, 

a teacher, and they have one adult daughter, Jess. Outside ministry, classical 

music is his life-long interest, and he remembers the organ at Christ Church with 

admiration. 

Rev Ian Smith 

 

Our ‘Third Friday Bible Study’ takes place on the third Friday of 

each month. All are welcome! 
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THANK YOU! 

  

A big thank you for all who attended and supported the cake sales 

on 12th May.  

We raised £331.61 

 

 Thank you to all who gave generously to the Harry Potter Jam Jar 

Appeal.  

We raised £410 

Samantha Hawkes  
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A PROMISE – A HOPE 

 
When I stand before you, Jesus 

With all my sins laid bare, 

And no defence to offer 

For no hiding place is there –  

I will call upon your mercy 

And through your endless grace 

Hear your calm voice bid me, “welcome” 

See forgiveness in your face, 

For a sinner who repenteth 

You in no way will despise 

And I’ll see the understanding –  

See the blessing in your eyes. 

 

As I stand in this world, Jesus, 

I promise you today 

I never will forsake you 

Not dissemble nor betray 

The sacrifice you made for me 

Your victory for my soul –  

The invitation in your voice 

Words that bid me, “Come, rejoice 

For you have made the greater choice –  

Your faith has made you whole,” 

I’ll hold your truth close to my heart 

And never play the Judas part. 

 

Olive Burns 
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STRAWBERRY CREAM TEA 
 

The Strawberry Cream Tea on 
Saturday 20th July raised 
approximately £450 for Christ 
Church. Final figures to be 
confirmed.  

 
Thanks to all our volunteers who 
worked so hard, we couldn’t have 
done it without you.  

 
The scones really did look 
impressive as you can see in the 
photo (left), taken by John 
Williams. 
 
 
Jim Tesseyman 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Sonlighters Group, for children aged 7-11, meets during the 

morning service of the fourth Sunday of the month 

 

Our next Messy Church, A Teddy Bears Breakfast, will take 

place at 10am on Saturday 14th September.  
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MESSAGE FROM JIM TESSEYMAN 
 

I'm writing this on the eve of our Strawberry Cream Tea. The response for help 

with this particular event has been poor with the exception of some of our 

stalwarts who always help. This event is to raise funds for our church, and yet 

we have to seek some help from people who don't even come to our church.  

It's as well that we can find them and we are fast approaching a time that we will 

not be able to put these events on due to lack of help. 

We are always asked what fund raising events we will be putting on for a given 

year, and yet if we leave something off, there is always someone who will 

complain. 

Well if more people would help, we could put more on. 

 

Fabric 

I have recently replaced a tap in the disabled toilet. Apparently some people 

have experienced difficulty in using it properly. 

 

To turn tap on, lift lever.  

To select cold water move lever to the right. 

To select hot water, move lever to the left. However, since we do not have a hot 

water supply to the tap, then no water will come out. 

To turn tap off, push lever down. 

Now I know there is a connection from pipework to the hot water side of the tap, 

but nothing comes through it. I don't know why so I can’t give you an answer to 

that. 

Maybe these instructions should be on a sign in the toilet. 

 

On Friday 9th August I have an engineer from Heating Global Ltd coming to 

advise on improved heating and lighting in the North and South Transepts and 

to give me a costing estimate for the work. 

I have also contacted Electric Heating Solutions to advise and cost for the same 

work and still await a reply from them. 

 

I have been looking through some old records of the Fabric Committee in 1995. 

There were a total of 10 members and regular bi-monthly meetings.l 

Now there is only me...!  

I consider that I have done my bit and it's time someone else had a go. 
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I also have a life and commitments outside of the church and would like some 

time to pursue other interests. 

I stated last year at an Elders meeting that I was stepping down from this role 

and yet I find myself still involved and receiving phone calls whenever there is a 

problem.  

 

I would like the following put on record and mentioned in the church magazine. 

 

Once I have received advice and costings for the heating and lighting in the 

Transepts, then I am stepping down from Fabric. 

I shall remain Link Elder for the Village Trust and communicate any dealings 

between the Church and the trust as necessary.  

I shall remain as Social and Fundraising Convenor along with Lynn and John 

for purposes of the Cream Teas and Bacon Bap days, Harvest Suppers etc. 

I shall remain a member of the handbell team. 

 

Regards, 

 

Jim Tesseyman 
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QUARTERLY CHURCH MEETINGS 2019 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 17th September 7.30pm       Tuesday 19th November 7.30pm 

The church meetings are open to all who attend Christ Church. The meetings 

are held in the church hall and last for about an hour. At these meetings we, 

the congregation, have the opportunity to discuss and make decisions that 

affect our church life. Please join us if you are able.  

Samantha Hawkes 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Keep up-to-date with events on Facebook: Christ Church Port Sunlight URC 

Twitter: @ccpsurc   Please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ us! 

 
CARERS’ MEETING 

The Carers’ Meeting is held at 12.15pm for 12.30pm every third Tuesday in the 

month at Christ Church Community Centre, Kings Road, Higher Bebington. A 

sandwich lunch is provided free of charge. If you are a Carer then do come and 

join us – you will be made most welcome. 

Carol Wright, Carers’ Contact, Christ Church Port Sunlight 
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WEDDINGS 

Please uphold in prayer the following couples, as they begin their married lives 

together: 

 

June  

 

Becky Davies and  Lewis Cross 

Jessica Johnston and Stephen Vaughan-Foulkes 

Rebecca Sutton and Ryan Adams 

Lucy Sharman and Andrew Martin 

Kate Mills and Andrew Price 

Rhian Gately and Christopher Burrows 

Alisha Kokborg and Mark Brick 

 

 

 

July  

 

Jessica Eagleton and Craig Foster 

Kerry Usher and Michael Purcell 

Sarah Cornford and  Lewis Cornford (Blessing) 
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BAPTISMS 

The following children were baptized recently at Christ Church.  We remember 

the parents, god-parents and the children themselves in our prayers. 

 
 

June 

Jagger Hayes 

 

July 

Ruby Rose Rimmer 

 

Harvey William Maddocks 

 

Delilah Ann Mcmillen 

 

Bella Rose Williams
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FUNERALS AND INTERMENT OF ASHES 

In our prayers we give thanks for these folk and remember their loved ones in 

their grief that they may know the peace of God.  

 

June  

Gwendoline Holbrook  aged 97 

Geoffrey Birch   aged 85 

 

 

July  

 No funerals 
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MEETING TIMES OF OUR ORGANIZATIONS 

 
The Bellringers’ practice is held every Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Bell 

Tower. 

The Handbell Ringers’ practice is held every Tuesday at 7.15pm in Church. 

The Choir practises every Thursday at 6.30pm in Church. 

The Elders meet every 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the BB HQ 

Men’s Fellowship meets every Wednesday at 1pm in the Church Hall 

 

 

Editorial Team: Jan Burrell and Rosie Potter 

Items for the next issue should be handed in as soon as possible, and 

NO LATER THAN Sunday 8th September 2019 

Articles, letters, requests etc. may be emailed to 

magazine@ccpsurc.info or handed in to a church elder. 

The Magazine is also available, in colour, on our website at 
http://www.ccpsurc.info/ 

 
We regret that we cannot include adverts or any promotional material 

for events not associated with Christ Church Port Sunlight. 
 

Hymns reproduced under CCLI Licence Number 214840 

Opinions do not necessarily reflect the official policy of Christ Church 

URC Port Sunlight or the United Reformed Church 

Copyright for all photographs in The Magazine belongs to Christ 

Church Port Sunlight URC, unless otherwise stated 

mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
http://www.ccpsurc.info/
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CONTACTS * = Serving Elder  

 
Christ Church URC 

Church Drive, Port Sunlight, Wirral, CH62 5EF 
 

 

Minister  

 Rev Ian Smith 

 minister@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Baptismal Secretary 
*Sue Frowe 
 baptisms@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Bereavement Pastoral Care Assistant 
and Funeral Coordinator 
 

*Maureen Jones  

Carers’ contact  Carol Wright  

Choirmaster 
 Jonathan Bowden     
  choir@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Secretary 
*Samantha Hawkes 
  sec@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Treasurer 
*John Lindsay 
  treasurer@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Fabric Committee Convenor  Vacant  

Flowers / Church Bookings *June Berry  

Housekeeper *Val Young  

Local Church Leader for Baptism & 
Young Families 

*Sue Frowe 

baptisms@ccpsurc.info 
 

Local Church Leader for Outreach & 
Discipleship 

*Lisa Scott  

Magazine editor 
 Jan Burrell / Rosie Potter 
 magazine@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship Leader  David Peacock  

Organist  
 Jonathan Bowden     
 organist@ccpsurc.info  
 

 

Prayer Chain Joyce Howell  

Pulpit Supply / Elders’ Rota *Lisa Scott  

mailto:minister@ccpsurc.info
mailto:baptisms@ccpsurc.info
mailto:choir@ccpsurc.info
mailto:sec@ccpsurc.info
mailto:treasurer@ccpsurc.info
mailto:baptisms@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
mailto:organist@ccpsurc.info
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Readers’ Rota Barrie Bradburn  

Serving Elder *Shelly Hayes   

Serving Elder *Chris Maple  

Social and Fundraising Convenor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
   

Stewards’ Coordinator *Val Young  

Student Minister 
Sarah Fitton 
SarahFitton@yahoo.com 
 

 

Sunday Worship Club Leader / Messy 
Church 

*Samantha Hawkes 
  swc@ccpsurc.info 

 
 

Synod Representative *Lisa Scott  

Tower Captain (Bellringers) 
 David Hocker 
 bells@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 
Webmaster 

 Peter Humphreys 
 web@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weddings and Funerals Administrator 
 Rachael Hardcastle 
 weddings@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weekly Bulletin Editor 
*Mark Williams 
 bulletin@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

THE MAGAZINE BY POST 

If you would like to receive a copy of The Magazine regularly by post, please  send: 

 your name, address, postcode and a contact phone number or email address  

 plus a cheque for £2.00 (for 2 remaining issues in 2019), made payable to Christ 

Church Port Sunlight  to: 
 
Magazine Subscriptions 

31 Boundary Road 

Port Sunlight 

Wirral 

CH62 5ER 

(Please do not send coins by post). 

OR  

Put the correct amount of cash (or 

cheque) in a sealed envelope, 

addressed to ‘Magazine Subscriptions’ 

and hand in to a Church Elder or 

Steward. 

mailto:SarahFitton@yahoo.com
mailto:swc@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bells@ccpsurc.info
mailto:web@ccpsurc.info
mailto:weddings@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bulletin@ccpsurc.info
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AUGUST SERVICES 

Friday 
2 10:00 am Revd Richard Hambly Communion Service 

Sunday 
4 10:30 am Revd Richard Hambly Communion Service 

4 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
11 10:30 am Revd Peter Beaman Morning Service 

11 3:00 pm Sarah Fitton Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
18 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

18 2:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Baptisms 

18 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Communion Service 

Sunday 
25 10:30 am Barrie Bradburn Morning Service 

25 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

SEPTEMBER SERVICES 

Sunday 
1 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Communion Service 

1 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Friday 
6 10:00 am Revd Richard Hambly Communion Service 

Sunday 
8 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

8 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Saturday 14 10:00 am   Messy Church 

Sunday 
15 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

15 2:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Baptisms 

15 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Communion Service 

Sunday 
22 10:30 am Revd Nigel Uden 

Morning Service -  
FOUNDER'S DAY 

22 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
29 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

29 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

 

 
THE LAST WORD: Psalm 73:26 

 
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart 

 


