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WELCOME! 

Welcome to the   
New Year issue of 

The Magazine, from 
Christ Church  
Port Sunlight. 

The Magazine is 

produced six times a 

year by volunteers and 

is available free of 

charge at the back of 

church. 

It is also available in 

large print and in colour 

on our website: 

ccpsurc.info 

Many thanks for all 

contributions and 

assistance in producing 

this edition. 

We hope you enjoy 

reading The Magazine. 

We hope you feel part 

of this beautiful church. 
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THE FIRST WORD 
Dear Friends 

Have you ever been out walking with a group?  If 

you have, then you will know that there are those 

who stride out at the front and those who bring up 

the rear.  You will know that those at the front get 

to a rest point first, and are keen to move on 

almost as soon as those at the back arrive!  Some 

are focussed on the destination, others on the 

scenery. 

All of this leaves me with a number of questions.  Does God go at full speed and 

expect us to keep up?  Or does God walk at our speed whilst encouraging us 

along?  Or do we sometimes rush ahead, assuming we know what God wants, 

leaving God behind and finding ourselves having to go back to discover what it 

is that God wants us to look at? 

Or does God actually want us to walk in step with him, so that sometimes we 

will be pushed and perhaps shoved to go faster than feels comfortable, but 

nevertheless trusting in God’s strength and support.  Perhaps walking in step 

with God will mean that we will be going at a slower pace than we think we 

should so that we can be aware of where we are journeying.  We may even 

discover that walking in step with God means that we have to stand still, 

seemingly going nowhere, but having the opportunity to soak up our 

surroundings and enjoy the stillness of the moment? 

Together as a church, and as individuals, our journey into the future needs to 

be God’s journey, travelled at God’s speed, taking the route God has mapped 

out for us.  That way we will remain ‘up front’ with him. 

Rev Ian Smith 

CHURCH OPEN 2019 

Christ Church Port Sunlight will be open to visitors this year from  

Monday 1st April to Friday 27th September 11am-4pm.  
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BIBLE READINGS FOR WORSHIP DURING FEBRUARY, 

MARCH AND EARLY APRIL 

I normally use the Revised Common Lectionary readings for weekly worship, 

usually choosing two or three passages from the four available.  As part of your 

own worship preparation you might find it helpful to read all four passages.  

Some visiting worship leaders may, on occasion, choose not to use the 

lectionary.  We are currently in Year C, which means that the Gospel readings 

come mainly from Luke. 

Ian Smith 

3 February 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 
 
10 February 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 138 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Luke 5:1-11 
 
17 February 
Jeremiah 17:5-10 
Psalm 1 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
Luke 6:17-26 
 
24 February 
Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
Luke 6:27-38 
 
3 March 
Exodus 34:29-35 
Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
Luke 9:28-36 

10 March – Lent 1 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 91:19-16 
Romans 10:8b-13 
Luke 4:1-13 
 
17 March – Lent 2 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17 – 4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 
 
24 March – Lent 3 
Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 103:1-13 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 
 
31 March – Mothering Sunday 
Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 34:1-10 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
 
7 April – Lent 5 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 
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For years at Christ Church we have been involved with the Water Aid fund raiser 

Jars of Change, as started by our friend, Elder and lifelong committed Christian 

Harry Potter several years before he passed away. Harry and his wife Rosie had 

first-hand experience of how the Water Aid projects help the people of Malawi, 

East Africa, as they worked and lived there for over 30 years. Malawi is one of 

the least developed and smallest of African countries. Their government has 

made great strides towards making clean water available to everyone. But there 

is still a lot to be done. More than half of the population is still living without a 

toilet, and drastic water shortages make access to clean water a challenge. 

Water Aid, alongside other relief organisations, does fantastic work in improving 

people’s lives by providing basic necessities for life like clean water.  

The Harry Potter Jam Jar Appeal gives us the opportunity to help. During Lent, 

by giving something up and collecting money in a jam jar, we can donate to 

Water Aid. Lent starts 6th March and ends 20th April. Jam jars will be available 

in church to collect from Sunday 3rd March. Please aim to return the jam jars or 

your donation (in whatever form you wish to make it, including notes or cheques) 

to church on Easter Sunday, 21st April. Each jam jar will have a collection slip; 

remember to complete if you are a tax payer. I will happily count the coins! 

Christ Church congregation has made a brilliant contribution over the last 5 

years donating in total £2050.07.  

To see how money is spent and for more information, please visit 

www.wateraid.org/uk/lent.   

Thank you to all who contribute in any way. 

Samantha Hawkes 

Harry 
Potter 

Jam Jar 
Appeal 

 

http://www.wateraid.org/uk/lent
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Living God, 
all-knowing, all-powerful, all-
seeing 
ever-active and ever-present in 
our world, 
help us to capture something of 
your wonder, 
to glimpse something of your 
greatness, 
to see that our small horizons 
are not the last word. 
Living God, 
teach us to see with your eyes. 
 
Enable us to see life from your 
perspective, 
with all its opportunities, 
potential, 
goodness, 
and beauty. 
Living God, 
teach us to see with your eyes. 
 
Show us that where we see no 
future 
your promise continues, 
where we see only obstacles 
you have planned the way 
through, 
where we see only our 
limitations 
you see opportunities, 
where we see despair 
you see hope, 
where we see division 

you work towards reconciliation, 
and where we see sorrow 
you are longing to bring joy. 
Living God, 
teach us to see with your eyes. 
 
Give us the courage to dream 
dreams, 
to have a vision of the future, 
for ourselves, 
our church, 
and all the world. 
Living God, 
teach us to see with your eyes. 
 
Give us faith to see life in a new 
light 
a different way, 
and from a wider perspective. 
And give us the determination 
not just to dream, 
but to work towards the 
fulfilment of our vision, 
working for your kingdom here 
on earth. 
Living God, 
teach us to see with your eyes, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
© 1998 Nick Fawcett 
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CHRIST CHURCH HANDBELL RINGERS 
 
The Handbell Ringers experienced their busiest Autumn and Christmas season 
yet, including a three hour marathon at the annual Christmas Coffee Morning. 

We had a unique experience in October, when we were invited to play in the 
Cancer Research shop at West Kirby to support the 'Stand up to cancer' 
campaign. While we played inside the shop volunteers stood outside, in the 
pouring rain, collecting for this worthy cause. 

In December we made our first visit to our near neighbours 'Osborne Court' who, 
through their generosity, have provided us with a splendid folding table. 

We were invited to play in the atrium of the new Alder Hey Children's Hospital 
in Liverpool where we received a wonderful reception from the staff, the visitors 
and the children, many of whom joined in with the familiar Christmas tunes. A 
return visit is eagerly anticipated. 

As ever, we performed at various care homes over the Christmas season. We 
like to give the residents a little gift and we offer our thanks to Val Young, Pauline 
Clynch, Barbara Taylor and Meg Maple for hand-crafting the items we 
distributed; also to Mike Hollingsworth who produced our personalised 
Christmas card. 

We continue to expand our repertoire of music even though we are hampered 
by not having a fully chromatic set of bells (i.e. all the sharps and flats). We hope 
to rectify this situation in the near future (£2,500 is required!) 

Altogether a busy but satisfying season with other engagements in the pipeline. 

We do all this in the name of the Church - with the message of the Church. 

John Lindsay 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Keep up-to-date with events on Facebook: Christ Church Port Sunlight URC 

Twitter: @ccpsurc   Please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ us! 

CARERS’ MEETING 

The Carers’ Meeting is held at 12.15pm for 12.30pm every third Tuesday in the 

month at Christ Church Community Centre, Kings Road, Higher Bebington. A 

sandwich lunch is provided free of charge. If you are a Carer then do come and 

join us – you will be made most welcome. 

Carol Wright, Carers’ Contact, Christ Church Port Sunlight 
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QUARTERLY CHURCH MEETINGS 2019 

 

 

 

Tuesday 19th February 7.30pm            AGM Tuesday 21st May 7.30pm 

Tuesday 17th September 7.30pm       Tuesday 19th November 7.30pm 

The church meetings are open to all who attend Christ Church. The meetings 

are held in the church hall and last for about an hour. At these meetings we, 

the congregation, have the opportunity to discuss and make decisions that 

affect our church life. Please join us if you are able.  

Samantha Hawkes 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BEBINGTON LENT LUNCHES 

Churches Together in Bebington will once again be holding a series of Lent 

Lunches. Each Wednesday of Lent a different church will host a time of study 

and fellowship. Starting with coffee at 10.30, the time of study will run from 

11.00-12noon before concluding with a simple soup lunch. 

Our Lent studies will delve more deeply into the mystery of God, seeking to 

rediscover what it is that draws us so deeply in our search for God. We will 

follow Jesus through the Lenten readings, allowing him to draw us, in love and 

wonder, into the mystery of God’s plan of salvation. 

13 March:  Higher Bebington Methodist Church 

20 March:  Christ Church, Port Sunlight 

27 March:  Life Church 

3 April:   St John’s 

10 April:  Christ Church, Higher Bebington 

There is no meeting during Holy Week. 
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THE MAGAZINE BY POST 

If you would like to receive a copy of The Magazine regularly by post, please  
send:  

 your name, address, postcode and a contact phone number or 
email address  

 plus a cheque for £5.00 (for 5 remaining issues in 2019), made payable 
to Christ Church Port Sunlight  to: 

Magazine Subscriptions 

31 Boundary Road 

Port Sunlight 

Wirral 

CH62 5ER 

(Please do not send coins by post). 

OR  

Put the correct amount of cash (or 

cheque) in a sealed envelope, 

addressed to ‘Magazine 

Subscriptions’ and hand in to a 

Church Elder or Steward. 

 

A THANK YOU FROM KEN HOWELL 

I think I can and must admit to being quite notorious for being ‘a faller’ in church, 
having had several in recent years as my ageing legs and stiffening joints have 
taken their toll. There was one particular fall which is ‘often recalled and gleefully 
related’ which saw me skidding across the Chancel floor to be picked up by 
Beverley Burns. Thankfully I usually manage to avoid being seriously hurt but 
on Sunday 6th January 2019 as the service was about to start my ability to have 
‘only soft falls’ came to a dramatic and very painful end. 

I was in the centre aisle trying to make contact with Olive Burns when I somehow 
managed to stand on my own foot the result of this stumble being a heavy fall 
onto my left shoulder and my immediate collapse from the shock and pain.  
There was a quick gathering of folk anxious to get me up to my feet but all I 
could say was “it’s my shoulder, it’s my shoulder”. 

Being incapable of doing anything for myself I was helped along to the front door 
of the church where I remember I was put in a wheelchair with a blanket cover 
and told an ambulance was on the way. The next thing I remember is the 
ambulance arriving and Joyce and I being transported to Arrowe Park by what 
Joyce recalled was a rather circuitous route, it was certainly a bumpy one and I 
felt every bump through my shoulder which it turned out had been severely 
dislocated. The nurses and doctors in ‘Arrowe’ were wonderfully kind and caring 
and once the initial ‘X Rays’ were sorted I was asked to take a deep breath from 
what reminded me of the ‘Hamlet Cigars’ I used to enjoy long ago and in no time 
at all I was asleep and my shoulder had been reinserted in its right place and 
the job was done.   
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I must place on record my thanks to Sue Frowe who was duty elder, Jim 
Tesseyman for his competent care, Colin Wright who was a calm and organised 
manager, Linda, Rosie, June, and the other ladies who looked after Joyce who 
was obviously worried and confused. 

I promise that I will do my best to avoid a repeat performance and will use my 
trolley as I should have done.          

Ken Howell 

FABRIC REPORT 

A new timer switch has been fitted to control the floodlights as the old one was 
faulty. This was undertaken by Carl Berry and the problem has been resolved. 

There is currently an issue with the central heating boilers which fail to ignite. 
Apparently there is a problem with condensation in the boilers, which is currently 
in hand, and new parts have been ordered. 

CHURCHYARD 

Work is currently in hand in the churchyard to install a new section of water pipe 
where there was a blockage by tree roots in an old pipe. Water consistently 
pooled in the area of the outside water tap. Please take care if walking in this 
area as there is a trench and the area is taped off. 

CHURCH HALL / BBHQ 

A meeting was held with Paul Harris at the Port Sunlight Village Trust on 
Wednesday 16th January; present were the Minister Ian Smith, Chris Maple, 
Arthur Hall and myself.  

The Trust have modified their approach to the implementation of their Strategic 
Business Plan for the Public Buildings in the Village, having taken into account 
a recent survey of Trust owned properties in the Village and where they need to 
spend money.  

As it stands we still have use of the Church Hall & the BBHQ.  

Paul did emphasise the Trust’s promise to work with us as their plans are 
implemented.  At this time no dates for implementation or for vacation of the 
Church Hall have been decided, so for the time being, it’s carry on as normal 
with our Church activities. 
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Paul did say that he would get someone to ring me and arrange a date to come 
and look at our concerns regarding the lack of washing facilities in the men’s 
toilets. Also he would give me an estimate for the replacement of the existing 
non-operational taps and basins and also an estimate for tidying up and painting 
the ceiling in the kitchen and right hand meeting room. His instructions were to 
get an estimate and then make another appointment to see him.  

Jim Tesseyman 

 

WEDDINGS 

Please uphold in prayer the following couples, as they begin their married lives 

together: 

December 

Cynthia Bosafola and Opeyemi Ajayi 

 

 

January - No weddings 

 

BAPTISMS 

The following children were baptized recently at Christ Church.  We remember 

the parents, god-parents and the children themselves in our prayers. 

 
December  

No baptisms 

 

 

January  

Lois Amelia Burton            

Georgie Olivia Delamere   

Gabrielle Lucas                   

Isabella Rose Port              
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FUNERALS AND INTERMENT OF ASHES 

In our prayers we give thanks for these folk and remember their loved ones in 

their grief that they may know the peace of God.  

December  

Hugh Freeman   86 yrs 

Brian Hough   78 yrs 

Julie Thompson  53 yrs 

Thomas Weaver  85 yrs 

Diane Clarke   77 yrs 

January  

Albert Metcalfe   93 yrs 

Anita Davies   90 yrs 

Elizabeth Balfour  74 yrs 

 

 

 

MEETING TIMES OF OUR ORGANIZATIONS 

 
The Bellringers’ practice is held every Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Bell 

Tower. 

The Handbell Ringers’ practice is held every Tuesday at 7.15pm in Church. 

The Choir practises every Thursday at 6.30pm in Church. 

The Elders meet every 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the BB HQ 

Men’s Fellowship meets every Wednesday at 2pm in the Church Hall 

Open House Group meets every Wednesday at 1pm in the Church Hall 
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CONTACTS * = Serving Elder  

 
Christ Church URC 

Church Drive, Port Sunlight, Wirral, CH62 5EF 
 

 

Minister  

 Rev Ian Smith 

 minister@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Baptismal Secretary 
*Sue Frowe 
 baptisms@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Bereavement Pastoral Care Assistant 
and Funeral Coordinator 
 

*Maureen Jones  

Boys’ Brigade  Rev Ian Smith  

Carers’ contact  Carol Wright  

Choirmaster 
 Jonathan Bowden     
  choir@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Secretary 
*Samantha Hawkes 
  sec@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Treasurer 
*John Lindsay 
  treasurer@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Fabric Committee Convenor  Vacant  

Flowers / Church Bookings *June Berry  

Housekeeper *Val Young  

Magazine editor 
 Jan Burrell / Rosie Potter 
 magazine@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship Leader  David Peacock  

Organist  
 Jonathan Bowden     
 organist@ccpsurc.info  
 

 

Prayer Chain Joyce Howell  

Pulpit Supply / Elders’ Rota *Lisa Scott  

mailto:minister@ccpsurc.info
mailto:baptisms@ccpsurc.info
mailto:choir@ccpsurc.info
mailto:sec@ccpsurc.info
mailto:treasurer@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
mailto:organist@ccpsurc.info
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Readers’ Rota Barrie Bradburn  

Serving Elder *Shelly Hayes   

Serving Elder *Chris Maple  

Social and Fundraising Convenor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
   

Stewards’ Coordinator *Val Young  

Sunday Worship Club Leader / Messy 
Church 

*Samantha Hawkes 

  swc@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Synod Representative *Lisa Scott  

Tower Captain (Bellringers) 
 David Hocker 
 bells@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 
Webmaster 

 Peter Humphreys 
 web@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weddings and Funerals Administrator 
 Rachael Hardcastle 
 weddings@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weekly Bulletin Editor 
*Mark Williams 
 bulletin@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editorial Team: Jan Burrell and Rosie Potter 

Items for the next issue should be handed in as soon as possible, and 

NO LATER THAN Sunday 10th March 2019 

Articles, letters, requests etc. may be emailed to magazine@ccpsurc.info or 

handed in to a church elder. 

The Magazine is also available, in colour, on our website at 
http://www.ccpsurc.info/ 

 
We regret that we cannot include adverts or any promotional material for 

events not associated with Christ Church Port Sunlight. 
 

Hymns reproduced under CCLI Licence Number 214840 

Opinions do not necessarily reflect the official policy of Christ Church URC 

Port Sunlight or the United Reformed Church 

Copyright for all photographs in The Magazine belongs to Christ Church Port 

Sunlight URC, unless otherwise stated 

mailto:swc@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bells@ccpsurc.info
mailto:web@ccpsurc.info
mailto:weddings@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bulletin@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
http://www.ccpsurc.info/
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FEBRUARY SERVICES 

Friday 1 10:00 am Revd Ian Smith Communion Service 

Saturday 2 10:00 am   Messy Church 

Sunday 3 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Communion Service 

3 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 10 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

10 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Sunday 17 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

17 2:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Baptisms 

17 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Communion Service 

Sunday 24 10:30 am Revd Liz Byrne Morning Service 

24 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

MARCH SERVICES 

Friday 1 10:00 am Revd Richard Hambly Communion Service 

Saturday 2 10:00 am   Messy Church 

Sunday 3 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Communion Service 

3 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 10 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

10 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Sunday 17 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

17 2:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Baptisms 

17 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Communion Service 

Sunday 24 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

24 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Saturday 30 10:00 am   Messy Church 

Sunday 31 10:30 am Revd Liz Byrne Morning Service  - 
MOTHERING SUNDAY 

31 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

 
LAST WORD: Isaiah 66:13 

As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; 


