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Cover  shows:  

Christ Church with 

tulips  

by Jan Burrell 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the   
Early Summer issue of 

The Magazine, from 
Christ Church  
Port Sunlight. 

The Magazine is 

produced six times a 

year by volunteers and 

is available free of 

charge at the back of 

church. 

It is also available in 

large print and in colour 

on our website: 

ccpsurc.info 

Many thanks for all 

contributions and 

assistance in producing 

this edition. 

We hope you enjoy 

reading The Magazine. 

We hope you feel part 

of this beautiful church. 
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THE FIRST WORD 
 

Dear Friends 

I am sitting writing this between Ascension and 
Pentecost - between the day when we 
remember Jesus going up to return to his 
Father in heaven, and the day we remember 
the Holy Spirit coming down and empowering 
the Disciples.  Scripture details a number of 
instructions given to the Disciples in advance 
of these key events - from wait in Jerusalem 
until the Holy Spirit comes to go out to all 
nations and make them my disciples. 

Just a couple of weeks ago, I joined around 350 other United Reformed Church 
ministers at a four day Gathering in Staffordshire. This was the first time in the 
history of the URC that there had been a gathering to which all serving ministers 
were invited.  In effect, it was the coming together of the annual Spring and 
Summer Schools that each Synod usually offers. The Gathering was an 
opportunity for us all to share in some inspiring worship and receive input from 
some world class speakers, including former Archbishop of Canterbury Dr 
Rowan Williams, and Dr Peggy Kabonde, the General Secretary of the United 
Church of Zambia. 

The overall theme of the Gathering was 'Discipleship', and in various ways we 
were challenged to think about what it means to be a Disciple of Jesus today. 
This all links with 'Walking the Way: Living the life of Jesus today' - the United 
Reformed Church's current focus on lifelong Christian discipleship. 

On Sunday 10 June we will celebrate the 114th anniversary of the opening of 
Christ Church - a time to give thanks for the many many people who have 
worked over the years to build up and enrich the life of our church. It is also a 
time to recommit ourselves to the task of being disciples of Jesus here and now. 

So, there is a thread running through all of this – discipleship. 

As those who follow Jesus, as those who seek to live our lives in the light of his 
teaching and example, the journey of discipleship with Jesus never ends. The 
best definition of a disciple is one who learns as they follow. May our 
understanding of what it means to be Christian disciples continue to deepen and 
grow as we walk the way with Jesus. 

Rev Ian Smith 



4 
 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR WORSHIP DURING JUNE AND JULY 

As part of your preparation for worship, you might find it helpful to read the set 

Bible passages for the day.  I normally use two or three of the readings in the 

morning service. Some visiting worship leaders may, on occasion, choose not 

to use the set readings.  Now that the Easter season is over, we return to Mark 

for the majority of our Gospel readings. 

Ian Smith 

3 June 
Deuteronomy 5 v12-15 
Psalm 81 v1-10 
2 Corinthians 4 v5-12 
Mark 2 v23-3.6 

10June 
Genesis 3 v8-15 
Psalm 130 
2 Corinthians 4 v13 – 5 v1 
Mark 3 v20-35 

17 June 
Ezekiel 17 v22-24 
Psalm 92 v1-4, 12-15 
2 Corinthians 5 v6-10, 14-17 
Mark 4 v26-34 

24 June 
1 Samuel 17 v32-49 
Psalm 9 v9-20 
2 Corinthians 6 v1-13 
Mark 4 v35-41 

1 July 
Lamentations 3 v23-33 
Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 8 v7-15 
Mark 5 v21-43 

8 July 
Ezekiel 2 v1-5 
Psalm 123 
2 Corinthians 12 v2-10 
Mark 6 v1-13 

15 July 
Amos 7 v7-15 
Psalm 85 v8-13 
Ephesians 1 v3-14 
Mark 6 v14-29 

22 July 
Jeremiah 23 v1-6 
Psalm 23 
Ephesians 2 v11-22 
Mark 6 v30-34, 53-56 

29 July 
2 Kings 4 v42-44 
Psalm 145 v10-18 
Ephesians 3 v14-21 
John 6 v1-21 

5 August 
Exodus 16 v2-4, 9-15 
Psalm 78 v23-29 
Ephesians 4 v1-16 
John 6 v24-35 
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ARTHUR CORBETT 
1939 - 2018 

 
‘A family man with a heart of gold’ 

 
Arthur Corbett was a church member at Christ Church and as is customary in 

these circumstances the church bell tolled on Wednesday 2nd May 2018 as 

relatives, family friends and many members of the church congregation 

gathered in church to pay their last respects. The service was led by the minister 

of Christ Church Revd Ian Smith. 

Arthur Corbett was born in Richardson Road, Rock Ferry on 26th June 1939, 

the youngest child of Edith and John Corbett, brother to William, Doreen and 

Rita. At school Arthur was good at art and was a proficient artist; he enjoyed 

drawing horses and cowboys. His 

interest in joinery started when he 

was at school. One of his first jobs 

on leaving school was making and 

French polishing coffins for 

Everson’s. Arthur also became 

interested in photography and was 

often to be found in Fairs Cameras 

at Dacre Hill. He developed his own 

photographs at home – in the 

bathroom! At the age of eighteen at 

Jack McCain’s disco in Rock Ferry 

Arthur met Valerie Squires who was 

only fourteen at the time. They 

married on 26th September 1961 

initially living in a flat in Old Chester 

Road and then moving to Inglemere 

Road where daughters Ann and 

Barbara were born. Following a 

move to Stonehill Avenue son 

Michael was born. A further move to 

Garth Avenue lasted 30 years until their final move to Mount Park. Arthur was a 

family man with a heart of gold. The family shared memorable holidays and 
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other outings together to Talacre, Llandudno and Blackpool. They also had a 

camper van in which they travelled around. 

Arthur loved working with wood and as a joiner he worked for Cammell Laird 

and for Octel as well as working in many private houses and housing estates. 

He set up his own successful business which later he left to Michael to continue. 

As a young man Arthur had ridden a motorbike that he gave up when the family 

started. He missed the motorbike and so on his retirement he bought another 

one that gave him a new lease of life. Arthur was always hard-working, providing 

for his family. He wasn’t a show off; he didn’t like a load of fuss. He was kind 

and would help anybody; he was also a bit of a practical joker. Arthur enjoyed 

playing snooker, usually at the Girling Club, and he played to win. He enjoyed 

the fellowship that this church provided – at the Men’s Fellowship, the Sunday 

afternoon service and the Cream Teas. 

Revd Ian Smith went on to say of Arthur 

“You never looked for praises, you were never one to boast, you worked hard 

all your life to support your loving wife and family. It was clear that you loved 

them all and held them very close. Your dreams were seldom spoken, your 

wants or demands very few, your worries went unspoken to save the worries of 

people close to you. You were always there for all of us, a firm foundation, 

someone we could depend on in any situation. A sturdy hand, a kind word, a 

true friend. Someone we could depend on in good times and in bad, someone 

who would make us laugh even when we were sad. One of God’s greatest 

blessings, a man we are all proud to call Dad or Granddad but most of all our 

friend.” 

The congregation listened to readings from Psalm 23 and Matthew’s Gospel and 

were treated to some of Arthur’s favourite music sung by Jim Reeves and Buddy 

Holly as well as the theme music from ‘Heartbeat’ one of Arthur’s favourite TV 

programmes. After the service a retiring collection was taken up for Elderholme 

Nursing Home where Arthur’s wife Val is a resident. 

Arthur’s body was interred at Landican Cemetery 

Reporting by Chris Maple 
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EVENTS 2018 

STRAWBERRY CREAM TEA 
Saturday 30th June (1.00pm to 4.00pm) in Church 

SAUSAGE AND BACON BAP DAY 
Saturday 6th October  (9.00am to 4.00pm) in the Church Hall 

BEETLE DRIVE WITH SUPPER & RAFFLE 

Choice of fish, chicken or sausage with chips 

Friday 13 July (7.00pm) in the Church Hall 

Tickets Adults £5.00, Children (up to age 11) £4.00 

HARVEST SUPPER WITH ENTERTAINMENT 

Saturday 20th October in the Church Hall 

Tickets £7.50 for adults, £6.00 for children (up to age 11) 

DAY COACH TRIP – SALTAIRE 
Depending on number of people interested and availability of transport. 

Date, time and cost to be advised. 

OPEN HOUSE MINCE PIE AND COFFEE MORNING  

AND CRAFT TABLE 
Saturday 8th December  (10.00am to 1.00pm) in Church 

 

CHURCH OPEN 

Christ Church Port Sunlight will be open to visitors 11am-4pm 

Monday 26th March to Friday 30th September 2018 
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CHRIST CHURCH ANNIVERSARY / GIFT DAY 

Every year in June, this year on the 10th June, we hold special Gift Day services 

where we return Gift Day boxes in which we have been saving loose change 

over the previous year. There will also be special Gift Day envelopes available 

for those who would like to make a donation. These boxes and/or envelopes are 

our gift to Christ Church on its 

anniversary. It was on the 8th 

June 1904 that Lord 

Leverhulme opened our 

Church to anyone, regardless 

of denomination, who wished 

to worship.  This year, our 114th 

Anniversary, we would like to 

invite everyone from both 

morning and afternoon to join 

us after the services for 

coffee/tea and a slice of Anniversary cake (photo above shows last year’s 

delicious cake), plus of course our usual time of fellowship.  

 

GIFT AID – FREE WILL OFFERING ENVELOPES &  
GIFT AID SMALL DONATIONS SCHEME 

 

I am delighted to report that we have received settlement from HMRC of our Gift 

Aid claim for last year amounting to £8,898.76. I am sure you will agree this 

contributes greatly to the upkeep and running of our Church. I would like to 

remind you that Gift Aid continues to be a worthwhile way of increasing your 

offerings and encourage anyone who is a tax payer to participate in the FWO 

envelope scheme, as any financial contributions you make in the weekly 

envelopes could be gift aided. This means we are able to claim another 25% 

from HMRC on all offerings you give over the year, at no extra cost to you.  If 

anyone wishes to know how this system operates, I will be only too pleased to 

explain.  Sets of FWO envelopes are always available for immediate use.  

Please see me any Sunday in Church or call me at home on 0151 334 6027. 

Thank you. 

Carole Austin 
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ROYAL AIR FORCE TURNS 100 

The Royal Air Force celebrated 100 years on Sunday 1st April 2018. By April 

1918 air power had changed the nature of warfare, so King George V authorised 

the creation of a new branch of the British Military, merging the aviation 

branches of the Royal Navy and the British Army into a single service - the RAF.  

In Christ Church on Sunday 1st April we were thrilled to see four of our 

congregation, three RAF and one Paratrooper, in their jackets with emblems. 

 

From left to right: Don Wright, Ken Howell, Don Aird and George McConnell. 

Don Wright went to Padgate for six weeks training in 1946 at the age of 18, 

having completed two years of his 5 year apprenticeship as a sheet metal worker 

at Lever Brothers. He went to Manchester, then Weeton, Aylesbury and finally 

Midhurst. In the twelve months at RAF Weeton he learned the skills of a 
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coppersmith - he remembers turning aluminium and copper into unbelievable 

shapes. The skills that Don learned there have been extensively demonstrated 

in the vast amount of the great work he has done for Christ Church. Don was 

demobbed from RAF Midhurst in October 1948 and says his time in the RAF 

has made him more appreciative of life in all its aspects. 

Ken Howell was called up on 15th October 1950. He went to RAF Hornchurch 

and after selection tests was offered the post of aircrew but, as it required him 

to sign on for four years, he declined as he already had plans to marry Joyce 

within that time. After RAF Padgate and RAF Kirkham, he spent the remainder 

of his two year service at RAF Bridgenorth reaching the rank of SAC/Acting 

Corporal in telephony. 

Don Aird enlisted on 10th February 1946 at Padgate but spent most of his time 

in the RAF stationed in Germany in which he took part in the ‘Berlin Airlift’ (June 

1948 to May 1949). This involved flying food, fuel and other commodities 

between Wunstorf and Gatow airfields. Some 200,000 flights in total were made 

after the Soviet Union had blocked railway, road and canal access to the sectors 

of Western Berlin under the Allies control - the poor people were in a desperate 

state. Having been in a Brass Band before he joined the RAF, Flight Sergeant 

Donald Aird made many friends by forming a group of musicians (he was the 

drummer) to lift the spirits of those suffering the blockade. 

George McConnell enlisted on 7th February 1946 at Formby for basic training 

and then joined the 3rd Parachute Regiment. After extensive training he was 

granted his Para Badge in October 1946. On 5th May 1947 he embarked on the 

Empire Windrush to Haifa in Israel to be involved in the Palestinian Conflict. This 

conflict began with the establishment of the state of Israel and erupted into full 

scale hostilities in 1947-8 between the Israeli and Arab people. George returned 

home in August 1948. Unfortunately, the conflict continues to this day. 

Mike Hollingsworth 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Keep up-to-date with events on Facebook: Christ Church Port Sunlight URC 

Twitter: @ccpsurc   Please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ us! 
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Christian Aid Breakfast on 6th May was well 

attended, thank you to all who came. We 

raised £159.88  

FOR CHRISTIAN AID’S WORK 

THANK YOU! 

Samantha Hawkes 
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SPRING CHARITY CONCERT REPORT 

The Spring Charity Concert held on Friday 16th March 2018 in aid of the Polio 

Fellowship and our Church Appeal Fund and in memory of GRAHAM COX the 

late Chairman of The Polio Fellowship turned out to be a fantastic evening full 

of variety from first-class artists. They were The Four Originals with Cathy on 

vocals, playing music to have you singing along and tapping your feet, Brian 

Stevens, who in the first half sang three songs as a tribute to Don Williams (truly 

a wonderful performance), Tim Walker, a very talented pianist, Accord the 

popular singing group, and that wonderful tenor, Nick Hardy.  My sincere and 

grateful thanks to all the very talented artists.   

“THANK YOU” to all the wonderful people who helped set up and clear away 

Rita and Don, June, Shirley, Ron and Mo and Sue who did an excellent job on 

the door and ACCORD who served the refreshments. 

Finally, THANK YOU to all who supported the concert in any way. 

The amount raised was £755. 

June Berry 

QUARTERLY CHURCH MEETINGS 2018 

 
Tuesday 18th September 7.30pm       Tuesday 20th November 7.30pm 

 

The church meetings are open to all who attend Christ Church. The meetings 

are held in the church hall and last for about an hour. At these meetings we, the 

congregation, have the opportunity to discuss and make decisions that affect 

our church life. Please join us if you are able.  

 

Samantha Hawkes 
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 FABRIC & CHURCH HALL / BBHQ REPORT 

 

Leaking pipe 

 
A leaking pipe has been reported in the church hall in the right hand room in the 
vicinity of the door into the kitchen. Chris Maple met one of the trust engineers 
to inspect the leak which is under the floor. This will require digging up the floor 
to repair the pipe and will take approximately 2 days to complete. We are 
awaiting an estimate for the cost of the repair, but in the meantime the central 
heating will have to remain off! 
 
Exterior floodlights 

 
I have contacted Paul Janvier (Raewarm Electrical Services) about completing 
the installation of the replacement lamps on the south side of the church.  
 
Church Hall / BBHQ  

I have received no further communications from Paul Harris, Village Trust about 
schemes or proposals to modify the Boys’ Brigade Headquarters. Ralph Peters 
from the Lyceum Brass is also interested in developments as the band use the 
BBHQ. 
 
 

CREAM TEAS / SOCIAL & FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

 
2018 cream teas to date 

 
Easter Monday  Bank Holiday  Cream teas    £1153.10 
                                             Cake table      £  177.50 
                                                Total      £1330.60 
 
Otley visitors               Cream tea        £  120.00 
 
Early spring Bank Holiday         Cream teas.      £  948.50 
                                            Cake table.       £  216.50   
                                               Total    £1165.00 
 
 
                                    Total to date £2615.60 

Jim Tesseyman 
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WEDDINGS 

Please uphold in prayer the following couples, as they begin their married lives 

together: 

 

April 

Heather Phillips and Anthony Millington 

Charlotte Buckley and Christopher Shaw 

 

 

 

May 

Jennifer Mowat and Carl Pope 

Michelle Hughes and James Hughes 

Emma Burgess and Christopher Winters 

Heather  Bedson and Ian McCann 

Lauren Davies and Ben  Hughes 

Laura Davies and Elliott Burns 

 

BAPTISMS 

The following children were baptized recently at Christ Church.  We remember 

the parents, god-parents and the children themselves in our prayers. 

 
April  

Rosie Faith Dettlaff 
 
Freddie George Dixon 
 
Faye Harper Shone  

 
Finlay Jack Shone  
 
Charlie David Wilson-Goldthorpe 

May 

Megan Louise Witham 
 
Harrison Richard Little 
 
Grayson William Fitzgerald 
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FUNERALS AND INTERMENT OF ASHES 
In our prayers we give thanks for these folk and remember their loved ones in 

their grief that they may know the peace of God.  

April   

Charles Casimer Janicki  89 yrs 

David Alan Holbert  78 yrs 

Evelyn Sandland  83 yrs 

Logan Walter Solheim  4 yrs 

Joan Greaves   98 yrs 

Jean Galtress   83 yrs 

Beryl Brenda Knowles  86 yrs 

William (Jock) Kincaid  52 yrs 

Mary (Molly) Kincaid  89 yrs 

May   

Arthur Corbett   78 yrs 

Don Segar   n/k 

Sheila Segar   83 yrs 

Debby Tew   53 yrs 

 

ELDERS 

During the month of April the entire congregation were asked to give 

consideration and thought for people suitable to be called to serve as an 

Elder. Three serving Elders had come to the end of their 3 year term were willing 

to stand again. Other church members were nominated but they declined to 

stand for election at this time. All members who attended the AGM on 22nd May 

fully endorsed the Elders elected who were Samantha Hawkes, Jim Tesseyman 

and Val Young.   

Samantha Hawkes
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MEETING TIMES OF OUR ORGANIZATIONS 

 
The Bellringers’ practice is held every Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Bell 

Tower. 

The Handbell Ringers’ practice is held every Tuesday at 7.15pm in Church. 

The Choir practises every Thursday at 6.30pm in Church. 

The Elders meet every 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the BB HQ 

Men’s Fellowship meets every Wednesday at 2pm in the Church Hall 

Open House meets every Wednesday, 7-9pm in the Church Hall 

 

CARERS’ MEETING 

The Carers’ Meeting is held at 12.15pm for 12.30pm every third Tuesday in the 

month at Christ Church Community Centre, Kings Road, Higher Bebington. A 

sandwich lunch is provided free of charge. If you are a Carer then do come and 

join us – you will be made most welcome. 

Carol Wright, Carers’ Contact, Christ Church Port Sunlight 

THE MAGAZINE BY POST 

If you would like to receive a copy of The Magazine regularly by post, please  
send:  

 your name, address, postcode and a contact phone number or 
email address  

 plus a cheque for £3.00 for remaining 3 issues in 2018 made payable 
to Christ Church Port Sunlight  to: 

 
Magazine Subscriptions 

31 Boundary Road 

Port Sunlight 

Wirral 

CH62 5ER 

(Please do not send coins by post). 

 

OR  

Put the correct amount of cash (or 

cheque) in a sealed envelope, 

addressed to ‘Magazine 

Subscriptions’ and hand in to a 

Church Elder or Steward.  
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CONTACTS * = Serving Elder  

 
Christ Church URC 

Church Drive, Port Sunlight, Wirral, CH62 5EF 
 

 

Minister  

 Rev Ian Smith 

 minister@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Baptismal Secretary 
*Sue Frowe 
 baptisms@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Bereavement Pastoral Care Assistant 
and Funeral Coordinator 
 

*Maureen Jones  

Boys’ Brigade  Rev Ian Smith  

Carers’ contact  Carol Wright  

Choirmaster 
 Jonathan Bowden     
  choir@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Secretary 
*Samantha Hawkes 
  sec@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Treasurer 
*John Lindsay 
  treasurer@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Fabric Committee Convenor (acting) 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 

 

Flowers / Church Bookings *June Berry  

Housekeeper *Val Young  

Magazine editor 
 Jan Burrell / Rosie Potter 
 magazine@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship Leader  David Peacock  

Organist  
 Jonathan Bowden     
 organist@ccpsurc.info  
 

 

Prayer Chain Joyce Howell  

Pulpit Supply / Elders’ Rota *Lisa Scott  

Readers’ Rota Barrie Bradburn  

mailto:minister@ccpsurc.info
mailto:baptisms@ccpsurc.info
mailto:choir@ccpsurc.info
mailto:sec@ccpsurc.info
mailto:treasurer@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
mailto:organist@ccpsurc.info
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Serving Elder *Shelly Hayes   

Serving Elder *Chris Maple  

Social and Fundraising Convenor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
   

Stewards’ Coordinator *Val Young  

Sunday Worship Club Leader / Messy 
Church 

*Samantha Hawkes 

  swc@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Synod Representative *Lisa Scott  

Tower Captain (Bellringers) 
 David Hocker 
 bells@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 
Webmaster 

 Peter Humphreys 
 web@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weddings and Funerals Administrator 
 Rachael Hardcastle 
 weddings@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weekly Bulletin Editor 
*Mark Williams 
 bulletin@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 

  
Editorial Team: Jan Burrell and Rosie Potter 

Items for the next issue should be handed in as soon as possible, and 

NO LATER THAN Sunday 8th July 2018 

Articles, letters, requests etc. may be emailed to magazine@ccpsurc.info 

or handed in to a church elder. 

The Magazine is also available, in colour, on our website at 
http://www.ccpsurc.info/ 

 
We regret that we cannot include adverts or any promotional material for 

events not associated with Christ Church Port Sunlight. 
 

Hymns reproduced under CCLI Licence Number 214840 

Opinions do not necessarily reflect the official policy of Christ Church URC 

Port Sunlight or the United Reformed Church 

Copyright for all photographs in The Magazine belongs to Christ Church 

Port Sunlight URC, unless otherwise stated 

 

 

mailto:swc@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bells@ccpsurc.info
mailto:web@ccpsurc.info
mailto:weddings@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bulletin@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
http://www.ccpsurc.info/
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June Services 

Friday 1 10:00 am Rev Richard Hambly Communion Service 

Sunday 3 10:30 am Rev Anne Bedford Communion Service 

3 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Saturday 9 10:00 am   Messy Church 

Sunday 10 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith & 
Lawrence Moore 

Morning Service 
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 

10 3:00 pm Rev Richard Hambly Afternoon Service 

Sunday 17 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Service 
FATHER'S DAY 

17 2:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Baptisms 

17 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Communion Service 

Sunday 24 10:30 am Barrie Bradburn Morning Service 

24 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

July Services 

Sunday 1 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Communion Service 

1 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Friday 6 10:00 am Rev Ian Smith Communion Service 

Saturday 7 10:00 am   Messy Church 

Sunday 8 10:30 am Rev Liz Byrne Morning Service 

8 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 15 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Service 

15 2:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Baptism 

15 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Communion Service 

Sunday 22 10:30 am Rev Richard Hambly Morning Service 

22 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Sunday 29 10:30 am Rev John Oldershaw Morning Service 

29 3:00 pm Rev Richard Hambly Afternoon Service 

 

THE LAST WORD - James 1:17 

Every good and perfect gift is from above,  

coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights  

who does not change like shifting shadows. 


