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Cover  shows:  

Easter Sunday Cross 

with spring flowers.  

Photo by Jan Burrell 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the   
Easter issue of 

The Magazine, from 
Christ Church  
Port Sunlight. 

The Magazine is 

produced six times a 

year by volunteers and 

is available free of 

charge at the back of 

church. 

It is also available in 

large print and in colour 

on our website: 

ccpsurc.info 

Many thanks for all 

contributions and 

assistance in producing 

this edition. 

We hope you enjoy 

reading The Magazine. 

We hope you feel part 

of this beautiful church. 
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THE FIRST WORD 
 

 

Dear Friends 

What is this thing called Easter? 

It is a unique, world-changing event offered to 

deepen the people we are and to help us live 

with a fresh sense of trust. 

So, what is all the fuss about? 

Without the eye of faith, the events of Holy 

Week and Easter do seem unreasonable.  The 

fact that Jesus chose this route to end his life 

seems to be unnecessary.  Why should a man who had proved himself to be so 

wise and so loving die in this way?  It seems to go against all our expectations 

of what life is about.  It simply takes things too far. 

And yet the very fact that it goes against all our natural expectations is the point 

that Jesus makes.  He knew that if we human beings were ever going to learn 

to fully trust in God with our whole selves, we needed a symbol like the cross to 

help us do so. 

In the events of Holy Week we see the world being unmade.  All the things that 

we human beings put our trust in let Jesus down.  The so-called justice of the 

state, the so-called goodness of the religious, even the friendship of friends, all 

come apart.  In reading and thinking about these events, we think about all the 

hurts in our own lives.  Instead of doing this by ourselves, we do it with Jesus 

and with friends.  The result is that the sting is taken out and we are helped to 

re-find a sense of trust. 

The events of Holy Week force us to look at our own humanity and the people 

we have allowed ourselves to become.  The surprise is what we find there at its 

heart.  On Easter morning we have a sense of life in all its fullness.  The 

unnaturalness for us is that this love includes our hurts and failings and helps 

us to include them for ourselves in a much wider pattern than we could have 

created for ourselves. 

This is why Easter is so liberating and so wonderful. 
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This is why Holy Week and Easter are worth celebrating. 

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  

Rev Ian Smith 

 

 

EXPLORING CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

There are quite a few people who regularly worship at Christ Church, either at 

the Morning Service, the Afternoon Service, or at Friday Communion, but are 

not Church Members.  Maybe you are someone who very much feels that you 

are part of the Church, but have not made the step into full church membership. 

Or maybe you have thought about becoming a Church Member, but are not sure 

how to go about it. 

In the United Reformed Church, it is our tradition and understanding of the 

gospels that, guided by the Holy Spirit, we live, proclaim and witness to the life 

of Jesus Christ both as individuals and together as the Church. It is the meeting 

together of committed Christians that forms the church. Without the members 

there would be no church. 

As Church Members, we commit to supporting the church through giving, 

through action, and by taking part in the church meeting, as well as through 

regular attendance at public worship. 

After Easter, we will be holding some sessions where we will explore Church 

Membership. We hope to receive new Church Members at the service on 

Pentecost Sunday. 

If you are interested in exploring Church Membership, or simply interested in 

finding out more, please speak to Rev Ian Smith or one of the Elders. 

Rev Ian Smith 
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THREE DAYS... 
 
Gone - he's gone! We have won! Our Priesthood is safe from his blasphemy. 

We have turned the tables on the rabble-rouser, this false Messiah,  

The crowd believed his extravagant claims - but we, High Priest,  

Sanhedrin knew he was a liar - away with him, we feel no pain or loss  

As this carpenter from Nazareth feels the rough-hewn wood of the cross. 

 

Gone - he's gone! What have we done but left him to die alone,  

We who were his trusted friends deserted him in fear –  

Trembling in our hiding place our faith, hope, courage gone –  

Just shame, humiliation at our coward hearts  

For John put fear behind him, stayed on and waiting near. 

 

Gone - he's gone! How? Where can he be? A sudden chill of fear  

The stone is rolled away - but Jesus is not here  

A Roman guard was set, surely it is not they  

Who entered the tomb under darkness  

And carried the Lord away! 

 

Gone - gone the High Priests' boasting smugness,  

The mocking crowd, the jeering –  

The impossible made possible, the crucified appearing - Risen! 

Mortal in his immortality thus does he appear –  

Away, away you doubters, our risen Lord is here! 

 
Olive Burns 

CHURCH OPEN 

Christ Church Port Sunlight will be open to visitors 11am-4pm 

Monday 26th March to Friday 30th September 2018 
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Bible readings for worship during April and May 

As part of your preparation for worship, you might find it helpful to read the set 

Bible passages for the day.  I normally use two or three of the readings in the 

morning service. Some visiting worship leaders may, on occasion, choose not 

to use the set readings.  For the Easter season the Old Testament readings 

are replaced with readings from Acts, and the Gospel readings come mainly 

from John. 

Ian Smith 

1 April ~ Easter Day 
Isaiah 25.6-9 
Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15.1-11 
Mark 16.1-8 

8 April 
Acts 4.32-35 
Psalm 133 
1 John 1.1 - 2.2 
John 20.19-31 

15 April 
Acts 3.12-19 
Psalm 4 
1 John 3.1-7 
Luke 24.36b-48 

22 April 
Acts 4.5-12 
Psalm 23 
1 John 3.16-24 
John 10.11-18 

29 April 
Acts 8.26-40 
Psalm 22.25-31 
1 John 4.7.21 
John 15.1-8 

6 May 
Acts 10.44-48 
Psalm 98 
1 John 1.1-6 
John 15.9-17 

13 May 
Acts 1.15-17, 21-26 
Psalm 108 
1 John 5.9-13 
John 17.6-19 

20 May ~ Pentecost 
Acts 2.1-21 
Psalm 104.24-34, 35b 
Romans 8.22-27 
John 15.26-27 & 16.4b-15 

27 May ~ Trinity Sunday 
Isaiah 6.1-8 
Psalm 29 
Romans 8.12-17 
John 3.1-17 

3 June 
1 Samuel 3.1-10 
Psalm 81.1-10 
2 Corinthians 4.5-12 
Mark 2.23-3.6 
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QUARTERLY CHURCH MEETINGS 2018 

 
AGM Tuesday 22nd May 7.30pm 

Tuesday 18th September 7.30pm       Tuesday 20th November 7.30pm 

 

The church meetings are open to all who attend Christ Church. The meetings 

are held in the church hall and last for about an hour. At these meetings we, the 

congregation, have the opportunity to discuss and make decisions that affect 

our church life. Please join us if you are able.  

 

Samantha Hawkes 

 

 

CREAM TEA PLANNING MEETING 

WEDNESDAY 14th MARCH 2018 

Present: Rev Ian Smith, Liz Byrne, Jim Tesseyman, Lynn Tesseyman,  

Ken Howell, Joyce Howell, John Lindsay, Val Young, Ted 

Austin, Carole Austin, Arthur Hall, Don Aird, Rita Aird, Sylvia 

Crozier. 

Apologies: Samantha Hawkes, Lisa Scott, Mike and Liz Hollingsworth 

We discussed our current cream tea prices and decided to increase the prices 

as shown:  

Cream teas will now be £3.50 

Pot of tea or coffee will now be £2.00 

 All other prices to remain the same 
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EVENTS 2018 

STRAWBERRY CREAM TEA 

Saturday 30th June (1.00pm to 4.00pm) in Church 

 

SAUSAGE AND BACON BAP DAYS 

Saturday 12th May (9.00am to 4.00pm) in the Church Hall 

Saturday 6th October  (9.00am to 4.00pm) in the Church Hall 

 

BEETLE DRIVE WITH SUPPER & RAFFLE 

Choice of fish, chicken or sausage with chips 

Friday 13 July (7.00pm) in the Church Hall 

Tickets Adults £5.00, Children (up to age 11) £4.00 

 

HARVEST SUPPER WITH ENTERTAINMENT 

Saturday 20th October in the Church Hall 

Tickets £7.50 for adults, £6.00 for children (up to age 11) 

 

DAY COACH TRIP – SALTAIRE 

Depending on number of people interested and availability of transport. 

Date, time and cost to be advised. 
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OPEN HOUSE MINCE PIE AND COFFEE MORNING  

AND CRAFT TABLE 

Saturday 8th December  (10.00am to 1.00pm) in Church 

 

 
THE 'HARRY POTTER JAM JARS' 

 
Lent is a time for reflection and we often think about 'giving something up' - 
maybe for our own ends or raising money for a good cause. 
 
Several years ago, on our return from Malawi, my husband, Harry, an elder of 
our church, came across WaterAid's Lent Campaign - 'Jars of change'. The idea 
being to collect any monetary change in order to help change the lives of poor 
people in the Third World. 
 
Harry spent his entire career working in the developing world, supporting rural 
communities in Africa, Asia and South America.  He knew the impact that the 
WaterAid campaign would have.  Access to clean water and sanitation has 
always been a fundamental building block of sustainable development and 
Harry had first-hand experience of the transformative change WaterAid was 
making.  So the 'Jam Jar' scheme began - and since then our church has sent 
hundreds of pounds to the campaign, helping to fund wells, taps and toilets in 
Africa, Asia and South America. 
 
Harry passed away in 2012 but his dream to help those with greatest need lives 
on through the actions of us all. Thank you for your support. 
 
Rosie Potter 

 

ELECTION OF ELDERS 

The time has come around for our church to appoint elders.  An Elder is a person 

with a depth of faith who is called to serve the Church in a variety of ways. All 

types of people are called to be an Elder. All Elders have different gifts and 

qualities.     
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The entire congregation is asked to give consideration and thought for suitable 

people who can be called to serve as an Elder.  Newly elected Elders do not 

need experience of Eldership, merely be a Church member, have enthusiasm, 

capability and commitment. Eldership can give a person an opportunity to 

develop and grow in faith and ability to serve our Church. The duties of Elders 

are various. For more information on the duties of this role see our minister or 

any serving Elder.    

Members’ input into this process is crucial to the development of our Church. 

Please give thought to people you may think have the qualities to be an Elder.  

The nominations will open from 1st April and close 30th April. You can nominate 

by completing the nomination slip and placing it in the box on the table at the 

back of church.  

Samantha Hawkes 

Church Secretary & Elder 

 

ERNEST REDWOOD 

It was always a pleasure to see the Colours of 

the 13th Regiment in Christ Church. The 

refurbishment of the Colours and then 

displaying them in a glass case has meant that 

the Colours will be kept in pristine condition. 

My father, Ernest Redwood, was one of the 

employees who marched to Bebington Station 

to board the train for Chester where he enrolled 

for service in World War One. He fought at the Battle of the Somme and Ypres. 

He came home in good health; apart from suffering a whiff of mustard gas, he 

was unscathed.  

He retired as Senior Supervisor in Civil Engineering. 

 
Jean Pinder 
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MESSY CHURCH 

 

As you may know, Messy Church 

takes place on the first Saturday 

of the month between 10.00-

11.30.  We offer a wide range of 

crafts, activities, and play, 

finishing with a gathering, led by 

Liz Byrne, which includes a bible 

story, with interaction from the 

children.  We end with a catchy 

song which is very well received 

by both children and adults. 

On average we have about 30 

children and 30 plus mums, dads 

and grandparents.  Many families 

come along on a regular basis 

and it's great to see families 

mixing and friendships being 

formed. 

We have recently started offering 

tea and coffee and this has been successful in getting parents together while 

the children play along in soft play area.  It is a fantastic step forward and shows 

the real need for Messy Church here at Christ Church.  Long may it continue 

and we ask for your continued prayers and support. 

Looking ahead we are planning a summer picnic and outing to Tam O’ Shanter 

Urban Farm which will be great fun. 

Finally, l would just like to say a big thank you to all involved in the planning and 

running of this venture.  We really couldn't do it without you all. 

Many thanks, 

Sue Frowe 
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13th to 19th May 2018 
To support Christian Aid at Christ Church we are to serve 

breakfast in Church on 

Sunday 6th May 2018  between 9 and 10am.  

 

This will be a cold breakfast consisting of fruit salad, selection of 

cereals, toast with jam & marmalade, croissants, bagels , apple 

and orange juice, tea and fresh coffee.  

 

The breakfast is free - just a donation to Christian Aid would be 

most welcome.  

 

Please join us in a time of fellowship.  

 

Thank you,  

Samantha Hawkes.  
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FABRIC REPORT  

No further progress on the move from the church hall to the Boys’ Brigade Head 

Quarters. I have been assured from Paul Harris from Port Sunlight Village Trust 

that we have the use of the hall until at least our last Cream Tea on Monday 27th 

August 2018. 

I have contacted Paul Janvier from RaeWarm about the installation of the 

external floodlights on the south side of the Church. The trial lamp with the 

amber lens is acceptable and so I am now awaiting a date from Paul to come 

and fit the rest of the lamps, weather permitting. 

I have laid humane mouse traps in the Church and have so far removed 2 mice 

and freed them at another location well away from the church. I will periodically 

lay the traps and remove the mice. 

We have recently had a hygiene inspection of the kitchen in the church hall and 

have received 5 out of 5 stars for the condition, however, there is an advisory 

point that the flaking paint on the kitchen ceiling is removed and the ceiling is 

repainted to maintain that 5 out of 5. Ken and Joyce Howell have donated 

enough paint to more than cover the ceiling so I shall remove the flaking paint 

and repaint it before our first Cream Tea. 

I have had a report from David Peacock that one of the radiators in the church 

hall does not heat up. Most likely it needs bleeding but to open the bleed screw 

means having to remove quite a lot of paint from around the bleed screw first. I 

shall get round to this as soon as I can. 

Jim Tesseyman 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Keep up-to-date with events on Facebook: Christ Church Port Sunlight URC 

Twitter: @ccpsurc   Please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ us! 
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WEDDINGS 

Please uphold in prayer the following couples, as they begin their married lives 

together: 

February 

No weddings 

 

 

March 

 
Nicola Cabot and Stephen Gillison 

Sophie Holmes and Joshua Stone    
  

    

 

 

BAPTISMS 

The following children were baptized recently at Christ Church.  We remember 

the parents, god-parents and the children themselves in our prayers. 

 

 
February 

Brogan Fletcher Alderson 
 
Robert (Bobby) Alan Harry 
 
Cora Lena Nicole Richards 
 
Thomas Michael Richardson 
 

 

March 

Sawyer Jackson Daley 
 
Emily Isabelle Ison 
 
Elijah Kanwal 
 
Rosie Isabelle McCulla 
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FUNERALS AND INTERMENT OF ASHES 

 
In our prayers we give thanks for these folk and remember their loved ones in 

their grief that they may know the peace of God.  

 

February  

Alan George Roden   65 yrs 

Hilda Wharton    96 yrs 

Margaret Duff    90 yrs 

Jeremy (Gerry) Sandman  n/k 

Christina Spruce   69 yrs 

Arthur Devaney    n/k 

Catherine Devaney   n/k 

Isabel Snellgrove   86 yrs 

 

March   

  June Mavis Podmore   83 yrs 

John Hulse    83 yrs 

Alan Havard    88 yrs 

Ann Gladys Thomas   77 yrs 

Marjorie Newns    94 yrs  

 

  

  

 



17 
 

MEETING TIMES OF OUR ORGANIZATIONS 

 
The Bellringers’ practice is held every Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Bell 

Tower. 

The Handbell Ringers’ practice is held every Tuesday at 7.15pm in Church. 

The Choir practises every Thursday at 6.30pm in Church. 

The Elders meet every 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the BB HQ 

Men’s Fellowship meets every Wednesday at 2pm in the Church Hall 

Open House meets every Wednesday, 7-9pm in the Church Hall 

 

CARERS’ MEETING 

The Carers’ Meeting is held at 12.15pm for 12.30pm every third Tuesday in the 

month at Christ Church Community Centre, Kings Road, Higher Bebington. A 

sandwich lunch is provided free of charge. If you are a Carer then do come and 

join us – you will be made most welcome. 

Carol Wright, Carers’ Contact, Christ Church Port Sunlight 

THE MAGAZINE BY POST 

If you would like to receive a copy of The Magazine regularly by post, please  
send:  

 your name, address, postcode and a contact phone number or 
email address  

 plus a cheque for £4.00 for remaining 4 issues in 2018 made payable 
to Christ Church Port Sunlight  to: 

 
Magazine Subscriptions 

31 Boundary Road 

Port Sunlight 

Wirral 

CH62 5ER 

(Please do not send coins by post). 

 

OR  

Put the correct amount of cash (or 

cheque) in a sealed envelope, 

addressed to ‘Magazine 

Subscriptions’ and hand in to a 

Church Elder or Steward.  
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CONTACTS * = Serving Elder  

 
Christ Church URC 

Church Drive, Port Sunlight, Wirral, CH62 5EF 
 

 

Minister  

 Rev Ian Smith 

 minister@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Baptismal Secretary 
*Sue Frowe 
 baptisms@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Bereavement Pastoral Care Assistant 
and Funeral Coordinator 
 

*Maureen Jones  

Boys’ Brigade  Rev Ian Smith  

Carers’ contact  Carol Wright  

Choirmaster 
 Jonathan Bowden     
  choir@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Secretary 
*Samantha Hawkes 
  sec@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Treasurer 
*John Lindsay 
  treasurer@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Fabric Committee Convenor (acting) 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 

 

Flowers / Church Bookings *June Berry  

Housekeeper *Val Young  

Magazine editor 
 Jan Burrell / Rosie Potter 
 magazine@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship Leader  David Peacock  

Organist  
 Jonathan Bowden     
 organist@ccpsurc.info  
 

 

Prayer Chain Joyce Howell  

Pulpit Supply / Elders’ Rota *Lisa Scott  

Readers’ Rota Barrie Bradburn  

mailto:minister@ccpsurc.info
mailto:baptisms@ccpsurc.info
mailto:choir@ccpsurc.info
mailto:sec@ccpsurc.info
mailto:treasurer@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
mailto:organist@ccpsurc.info
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Serving Elder *Shelly Hayes   

Serving Elder *Chris Maple  

Social and Fundraising Convenor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
   

Stewards’ Coordinator *Val Young  

Sunday Worship Club Leader 

*Samantha Hawkes 

  swc@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Synod Representative *Lisa Scott  

Tower Captain (Bellringers) 
 David Hocker 
 bells@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 
Webmaster 

 Peter Humphreys 
 web@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weddings and Funerals Administrator 
 Rachael Hardcastle 
 weddings@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weekly Bulletin Editor 
*Mark Williams 
 bulletin@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 

  
Editorial Team: Jan Burrell and Rosie Potter 

Items for the next issue should be handed in as soon as possible, and 

NO LATER THAN Sunday 6th May 2018 

Articles, letters, requests etc. may be emailed to magazine@ccpsurc.info 

or handed in to a church elder. 

The Magazine is also available, in colour, on our website at 
http://www.ccpsurc.info/ 

 
We regret that we cannot include adverts or any promotional material for 

events not associated with Christ Church Port Sunlight. 
 

Hymns reproduced under CCLI Licence Number 214840 

Opinions do not necessarily reflect the official policy of Christ Church URC 

Port Sunlight or the United Reformed Church 

Copyright for all photographs in The Magazine belongs to Christ Church 

Port Sunlight URC, unless otherwise stated 

 

 

mailto:swc@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bells@ccpsurc.info
mailto:web@ccpsurc.info
mailto:weddings@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bulletin@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
http://www.ccpsurc.info/
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APRIL SERVICES 

Sunday 
1 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Service - EASTER SUNDAY 

1 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Communion Service 

Friday 
6 10:00 am 

Rev Richard 
Hambly Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 
8 10:30 am Elders Morning Service 

8 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
15 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Communion Service 

15 2:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Baptisms 

15 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
22 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Service 

22 2:00 pm  Scout Service 

Sunday 
29 10:30 am Olive Burns Morning Service 

29 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

MAY SERVICES 

Friday 
4 10:00 am 

Rev Richard 
Hambly Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 
6 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Communion Service 

6 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
13 10:30 am Mark Williams Morning Service 

13 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
20 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Service - PENTECOST 

20 2:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Baptisms 

20 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Communion Service 

Sunday 
27 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Service 

27 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

 

THE LAST WORD - Psalm 118: 28-29 

You are my God, and I will give thanks; 
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 His love endures forever. 


