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Cover  shows:  

Detail from the South 

Transept Window 

showing  

Thomas Cranmer and 

John Robinson 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the   
New Year issue of 

The Magazine, from 
Christ Church  
Port Sunlight. 

The Magazine is 

produced six times a 

year by volunteers and 

is available free of 

charge at the back of 

church. 

It is also available in 

large print and in colour 

on our website: 

ccpsurc.info 

Many thanks for all 

contributions and 

assistance in producing 

this edition. 

We hope you enjoy 

reading The Magazine. 

We hope you feel part 

of this beautiful church. 
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THE FIRST WORD 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Once again the season of Lent is almost upon 

us.  The word ‘Lent’ comes from the Anglo-

Saxon word ‘lengthen’, and refers to the 

period in the year when the days begin to get 

longer, a sign that Spring is on the way.  Lent 

is a period of 40 days beginning on Ash 

Wednesday and ending on Easter Saturday – 

Sundays are not included!  The 40 days relate 

to the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness.  

Originally Lent was a time for people preparing 

for baptism either on Easter Sunday or Pentecost Sunday (or Whitsun – White 

Sunday – named after the white robes worn by those to be baptised). 

For us Lent is a time for preparing and focusing, a time for prayer and spiritual 

things.  The days and weeks of Lent offer us all an opportunity to focus on our 

prayer and spiritual lives.  As we remember the temptations of Jesus and his 40 

days in the wilderness we are reminded of how difficult it is to put aside the ways 

of the world and live our lives as God would want us to, and so we find ourselves 

reminded of our own need to repent of the temptations we have given way to. 

Lent means different things for different people.  The various Christian traditions 

use the season of Lent in different ways - from fasting and a strict regime of 

prayer at one extreme to almost ignoring Lent at the other!  How to observe Lent 

is an individual decision, and what I offer here are simply suggestions. 

 Fasting – Could you go without one or two meals a week? 

 Self-denial – Give up sweets, cakes, alcohol or meat during Lent. 

 Prayer – Set aside a regular time each day for prayer. 

 Giving – Offer money, or time, to help other people. 

 Taking on – Take on some extra responsibility. 

 Reading – Take time to do some Lenten reading, preferably something 

theological or spiritual. 
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 Join in – Come along to some of the Churches Together in Bebington 

Lent meetings. 

Whatever you decide to do, do it with thought.  There would be little point, for 

example, in saying you were giving up cake if you only eat cake once a week 

anyway!  Choose a Lenten practice that is suitable for you, and use the 

experience to help you to reassess your life during Lent. 

Rev Ian Smith 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BEBINGTON 

During Lent, Churches Together in Bebington are offering opportunities to 

worship, study and witness with fellow Christians from local churches.  

Lent Lunches 

There will be study meetings each Wednesday during Lent. These will start with 

coffee at 10.30am followed by 11am study and soup lunch at 12 noon. The study 

material for 2018 is on the theme of Hope. 

Wednesday 21st February    Higher Bebington Methodist   

Wednesday 28th February    Christ Church Port Sunlight  

Wednesday 7th March          St Luke’s  

Wednesday 14th March        Christ Church Higher Bebington 

Wednesday 21st March        St John's     

Good Friday 

There will be a Walk of Witness in Port Sunlight on Good Friday starting at 12pm 

in front of the Lady Lever Art Gallery. This is an opportunity to join with other 

churches as a witness of our faith in the local community. 

Lisa Scott 
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Bible readings for worship during February and March 

As part of your preparation for worship, you might find it helpful to read the set 

Bible passages for the day.  I normally use two or three of the readings in the 

morning service. Some visiting worship leaders may, on occasion, choose not 

to use the set readings.  We are currently in Year B of the three-year cycle. 

This means that the Gospel readings will mainly come from Mark. 

Ian Smith 

4 February 
Isaiah 40.21-31  
Psalm 147.1-11, 20c 
1 Corinthians 9.16-23 
Mark 1.29-39 

11 February 
2 Kings 2.1-12 
Psalm 50.1-6 
2 Corinthians 4.3-6 
Mark 9.2-9 

18 February ~ Lent 1 
Genesis 9.8-17 
Psalm 25.1-10 
1 Peter 3.18-22 
Mark 1.9-15 

25 February ~ Lent 2 
Genesis 17.1-7,15-16 
Psalm 22.23-31 
Romans 4.13-25 
Mark 8.31-38 

4 March ~ Lent 3 
Exodus 20.1-17 
Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 1.18-25 
John 2.13-22 

11 March ~ Lent 4 
Numbers 21.4-9 
Psalm 107.1-3,17-22 
Ephesians 2.1-10 
John 3.14-21 

18 March ~ Lent 5 
Jeremiah 31.31-34 
Psalm 51.1-13 
Hebrews 5.5-10 
John 12.20-33 

25 March ~ Lent 6 
Isaiah 50.4-9a 
Psalm 31.9-16 
Philippians 2.5-11 
Mark 11.1 - 11 

1 April ~ Easter Day 
Isaiah 25.6-9 
Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15.1-11 
Mark 16.1-8
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REFORMATION 500 

31 October 2017 marked the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s 95 theses, a 

significant date in what became known as The Reformation. Churches Together 

in England are encouraging us to keep this anniversary together in the spirit of 

five 'R's – Rejoicing, Remembering, Reforming, Repenting and Reconciling. 

Locally, the presidents of Churches Together in the Merseyside Region are 

responding to this request by offering a series of reflections on the ‘Five Rs’. 

The fifth – Reconciling – is written by Salvation Army Divisional Commander, 

Major Drew McCombe. 

RECONCILING 

‘For Christ’s love compels us……and gave us the ministry of reconciliation’ 

2 Corinthians 5: 14 and 18 

This year as we commemorate 500 years since the reformation we need to see 

the remembrance as a gift to us in the present. We need to contemplate on the 

division, distrust and discrimination that came out of the reformation and ensure 

that we do not repeat this attitude, belief and behaviour in our present day and 

in that sense this commemoration can be a gift, so let us receive this as a gift.  

I would also urge us not to forget that reformation is something that the Church 

needs to do in every generation so that we see the need for reform as a 

prophetic voice which continues to challenge and change us into the ways of 

Christ and the Gospel for today.  But just as important as the needed reform, is 

that the way we reform must always be done in love. Paul writing to the 

Corinthians in his second letter speaks about Christ’s love compelling us and 

that he has given us this ministry of reconciliation. So the implication is that 

whatever the reform or change, it needs to be done in love and ensuring it is 

part of Christ reconciling the world to himself. This was, and still is, the 

contemplation we all need to do in every reform and change. 

It is good to see the signs in our present day of the reconciliation and 

‘convergence’ of doctrinal difference which is evidence of Christ, through us, 

reconciling the world to himself. The Rt Revd Christopher Cocksworth, Chair of 

Faith and Order Commission, said: "The 500th anniversary of the Reformation, 

which began with Luther's courageous insistence that salvation is not for sale, 
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invites every Christian to join with the whole church to be renewed in the grace 

of God and share the astounding news of God reaching out to the world, running 

to meet us in Christ and embracing us into his life by the Spirit with an infinity of 

love that lifts us into the full statue of our humanity and raises us into the joyful 

responsibility of being human." 

We still need to continue this reconciliation and allow the prayer of Christ for us 

all to be one, to not only to be words on our lips but practicsed in our attitudes 

and actions. If the church is to be united and effective, we must believe and 

confess the gospel, obey it and adorn it, proclaim it and argue it, defend it, and 

be willing to suffer for it. For ‘oneness’ is where the whole of history is heading 

and reconciliation in the present is part of preparing us for our future in Christ. If 

we can do that, then this gift of commemoration can keep us on the right track 

as we all live for, and look for, the salvation of the world. 

To conclude, here is my adapted version of a quote from Shane Claiborne – a 

present day prophet ‘The work of community, love, reconciliation and restoration 

is the work we cannot leave up to others. This is the work we are all called to 

do’ 

Major Drew McCombe, 

Divisional Commander for North West England and North Wales 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Keep up-to-date with events on Facebook: Christ Church Port Sunlight URC 

Twitter: @ccpsurc   Please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ us! 
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QUARTERLY CHURCH MEETINGS 2018 

 
Tuesday 20th February 7.30pm            AGM Tuesday 22nd May 7.30pm 

Tuesday 18th September 7.30pm       Tuesday 20th November 7.30pm 

 

The church meetings are open to all who attend Christ Church. The meetings 

are held in the church hall and last for about an hour. At these meetings we, the 

congregation, have the opportunity to discuss and make decisions that affect 

our church life. Please join us if you are able.  

 

Samantha Hawkes 

 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY CONCERT REPORT 
 

It was one of the coldest nights of the year.  It was freezing!  But the dedicated 

supporters came and it was a wonderful evening with first-class artists to 

entertain us.  The Peninsula Jazzmen who gave an excellent performance, 

Wendy Dickinson the talented pianist, Gerry Ffrench Folk Singer/Guitarist 

who came first in the Final of the North West Region of the Singer/Song writer 

competition which took place in Portugal this year, SilverTones the popular 

singing group who performed eleven concerts during December this year and 

finally the wonderful singer Tom Spence who had sung the previous evening 

at a sell-out performance of his show in St George’s Hall. 

The total sum raised was £677.75 divided between KIND and Christ Church 

Appeal Fund. 

My sincere and grateful thanks go to all the talented artists who performed so 

well, to all those who helped to set up and clear away and all the other jobs 

which needed doing – Silver Tones, Rita and Don, Ron, Sue and Carl, who did 

a great job on the door and to everyone who supported the concert. 

June Berry 
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CHRIST CHURCH HANDBELL RINGERS 

The handbell ringers experienced their busiest programme of concerts this last 

Christmas season. We were able to present the Christmas story at numerous 

care homes, as well as the Church Christingle service, with this unique form of 

music making.  The team worked hard at practising and performed to a higher 

standard than ever before.  We have received several requests to pay return 

visits during the coming spring months. 

Our thanks are due to Barbara Taylor, Pauline Clynch and Val Young who 

provided hand-made gifts, which we were able to present to the residents of the 

care homes.  Also, thanks are due to Mike Hollingsworth who produced our 

personalised Christmas card. 

I am happy to report that we have a full team of eight members. 

We do all this in the name of the Church – with the message of the Church. 

John Lindsay 

FABRIC REPORT  

There is no further news regarding the BBHQ & Church. 

I’ve been in touch with Paul Janvier from Raewarm about the outside floodlights 

and he is arranging for a trial lamp with an amber lens to be installed so that we 

can see what it looks like before replacing all the floodlights on the South Side. 

New LED bulbs have been fitted to the two candelabras at the back of the 

Church. The plan now is to replace the bulbs in the candelabras in the Chapel 

and the North Transept with LED bulbs, which will hopefully improve the lighting 

as they are brighter. 

There was an electrical fault with the lamps surrounding the North Transept 

which proved to be due to mice chewing through the cables under the floor 

boards. Chris Maple sorted this problem out with Carl Berry, who repaired the 

cable. 

Jim Tesseyman 
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WEDDINGS 

Please uphold in prayer the following couples, as they begin their married lives 

together: 

December 

 

Sarah Murray and Kevin Bentley 

 

January 

No weddings 

 

 

 

BAPTISMS 

The following children were baptized recently at Christ Church.  We remember 

the parents, god-parents and the children themselves in our prayers. 

 

 
December 

No baptisms 

 

 

 

 

January 

Darcy Elizabeth Bradley 
 
Harry Albert Dodd 
 
Josh Fisher 
 
Paisley Lou Gaywood 
 
Josue Robinson 
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FUNERALS AND INTERMENT OF ASHES 

 
In our prayers we give thanks for these folk and remember their loved ones in 

their grief that they may know the peace of God.  

 

December  

Lilah May Parnell   85 yrs 

Russell Neville Jones   n/k 

Doris Alfreda Jones   n/k 

 

January   

 

 Alan Havard    88 yrs 

Thomas Scott    83 yrs 

Frederick Walter Denton  80 yrs 

Mary Poole    94 yrs 
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MEETING TIMES OF OUR ORGANIZATIONS 

 
The Bellringers’ practice is held every Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Bell 

Tower. 

The Handbell Ringers’ practice is held every Tuesday at 7.15pm in Church. 

The Choir practises every Thursday at 6.30pm in Church. 

The Elders meet every 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the BB HQ 

Men’s Fellowship meets every Wednesday at 2pm in the Church Hall 

Open House meets every Wednesday, 7-9pm in the Church Hall 

 

CARERS’ MEETING 

The Carers’ Meeting is held at 12.15pm for 12.30pm every third Tuesday in the 

month at Christ Church Community Centre, Kings Road, Higher Bebington. A 

sandwich lunch is provided free of charge. If you are a Carer then do come and 

join us – you will be made most welcome. 

Carol Wright, Carers’ Contact, Christ Church Port Sunlight 

THE MAGAZINE BY POST 

If you would like to receive a copy of The Magazine regularly by post, please  
send:  

 your name, address, postcode and a contact phone number or 
email address  

 plus a cheque for £5.00 for remaining 5 issues in 2018 made payable 
to Christ Church Port Sunlight  to: 

 
Magazine Subscriptions 

31 Boundary Road 

Port Sunlight 

Wirral 

CH62 5ER 

(Please do not send coins by post). 

 

OR  

Put the correct amount of cash (or 

cheque) in a sealed envelope, 

addressed to ‘Magazine 

Subscriptions’ and hand in to a 

Church Elder or Steward.  
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CONTACTS * = Serving Elder  

 
Christ Church URC 

Church Drive, Port Sunlight, Wirral, CH62 5EF 
 

 

Minister  

 Rev Ian Smith 

 minister@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Baptismal Secretary 
*Sue Frowe 
 baptisms@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Bereavement Pastoral Care Assistant 
and Funeral Coordinator 
 

*Maureen Jones  

Boys’ Brigade  Rev Ian Smith  

Carers’ contact  Carol Wright  

Choirmaster 
 Jonathan Bowden     
  choir@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Secretary 
*Samantha Hawkes 
  sec@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Treasurer 
*John Lindsay 
  treasurer@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Fabric Committee Convenor (acting) 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 

 

Flowers / Church Bookings *June Berry  

Housekeeper *Val Young  

Magazine editor 
 Jan Burrell / Rosie Potter 
 magazine@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship Leader  David Peacock  

Organist  
 Jonathan Bowden     
 organist@ccpsurc.info  
 

 

Prayer Chain Joyce Howell  

Pulpit Supply / Elders’ Rota *Lisa Scott  

Readers’ Rota Barrie Bradburn  

mailto:minister@ccpsurc.info
mailto:baptisms@ccpsurc.info
mailto:choir@ccpsurc.info
mailto:sec@ccpsurc.info
mailto:treasurer@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
mailto:organist@ccpsurc.info
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Serving Elder *Shelly Hayes   

Serving Elder *Chris Maple  

Social and Fundraising Convenor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
   

Stewards’ Coordinator *Val Young  

Sunday Worship Club Leader 

*Samantha Hawkes 

  swc@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Synod Representative *Lisa Scott  

Tower Captain (Bellringers) 
 David Hocker 
 bells@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 
Webmaster 

 Peter Humphreys 
 web@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weddings and Funerals Administrator 
 Rachael Hardcastle 
 weddings@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weekly Bulletin Editor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 bulletin@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Editorial Team: Jan Burrell and Rosie Potter 

Items for the next issue should be handed in as soon as possible, and 

NO LATER THAN Sunday 11th March 2018 

Articles, letters, requests etc. may be emailed to magazine@ccpsurc.info 

or handed in to a church elder. 

The Magazine is also available, in colour, on our website at 
http://www.ccpsurc.info/ 

 
We regret that we cannot include adverts or any promotional material for 

events not associated with Christ Church Port Sunlight. 
 

Hymns reproduced under CCLI Licence Number 214840 

Opinions do not necessarily reflect the official policy of Christ Church URC 

Port Sunlight or the United Reformed Church 

Copyright for all photographs in The Magazine belongs to Christ Church 

Port Sunlight URC, unless otherwise stated 

 

 

mailto:swc@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bells@ccpsurc.info
mailto:web@ccpsurc.info
mailto:weddings@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bulletin@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
http://www.ccpsurc.info/
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THE LAST WORD – 2 Corinthians 5:7 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;  

the old has gone, the new has come! 

 

Friday 2 10:00 AM Revd Ian Smith Friday Communion Service

4 10:30 AM Revd Ian Smith Morning Service Communion

4 3:00 PM Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service

11 10:30 AM Revd Ian Smith Morning Service

11 3:00 PM John Lindsay Afternoon Service

18 10:30 AM Revd Ian Smith Morning Service

18 2:00 PM Revd Ian Smith Baptism

18 3:00 PM Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service Communion

25 10:30 AM Mary Hambly Morning Service

25 3:00 PM Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service

Friday 2 10:00 AM Revd Richard Hambly Friday Communion Service

4 10:30 AM Revd Ian Smith Morning Service Communion

4 3:00 PM Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service

11 10:30 AM Revd Liz Byrne Morning Service - MOTHERING SUNDAY

11 3:00 PM Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service

18 10:30 AM Revd Ian Smith Morning Service

18 2:00 PM Revd Ian Smith Baptism

18 3:00 PM Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service Communion

25 10:30 AM Revd Ian Smith Morning Service - PALM SUNDAY

25 3:00 PM John Lindsay Afternoon Service

Thursday 29 7:00 PM Revd Anne Bedford MAUNDY THURSDAY

Friday 30 10:30 AM Revd Ian Smith GOOD FRIDAY

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

February Services

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

March Services


