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WELCOME! 

Welcome to the   
Christmas issue of 

The Magazine, from 
Christ Church  
Port Sunlight. 

The Magazine is 

produced six times a 

year by volunteers and 

is available free of 

charge at the back of 

church. 

It is also available in 

large print and in colour 

on our website: 

ccpsurc.info 

Many thanks for all 

contributions and 

assistance in producing 

this edition. 

We hope you enjoy 

reading The Magazine. 

We hope you feel part 

of this beautiful church. 

 

CONTENTS 

   3    The First Word 

   4 Prepare ye the way of the Lord! 

   5 Bible readings for worship  

   6 Joyce Smitton 

   9 Farewell to Hospital Chaplaincy 

  10 Christmas Charity Concert 

  11 Just a story… 

  12 Do you want to explore church 

membership? 

  13 Carol singing with CTIB 

  13 Free will offering envelopes 

  14 Social media 

  14 Reformation 500 / Repenting 

  15 Week of prayer for Christian unity 

  16 New Beginnings  

  17 Fabric Report 

  19 Weddings 

  19 Baptisms 

  20 Funerals and interment of ashes 

  21 Meeting times of our organizations 

  21 Carers’ meeting 

  21 The Magazine by post 

  22 Contacts 

  23 Editorial details 

  24 Services in December and January 

  24 The Last Word 

 

http://www.dashuk.co.uk/
http://www.ccpsurc.info/


3 
 

THE FIRST WORD 

 
Dear Friends, 

There is something very unique about 

Christmas Day.  As we walk to church for the 

Christmas Morning Service, we meet 

strangers who we would normally walk 

straight past without a word, yet on Christmas 

Day they smile at us and greet us with a 

cheery ‘Merry Christmas’.  Christmas breaks 

down barriers. 

There is also something different about Christmas in that we take the opportunity 

to invite not only friends and family into our homes, but also people we may have 

only met once or twice.  “Why don’t you drop round for a coffee and mince pie 

in the morning?”  “We’re having open house, pop round anytime.”  “I’ve got a 

recipe for some gorgeous mulled wine, why don’t you come round tomorrow 

evening and try some.”  Christmas begins to forge relationships. 

In the life of the church, we take the opportunity to open our doors wide at 

Christmas time in order to celebrate the birth of Christ with both friend and 

stranger, and in doing so we try to break down barriers in the hope that we can 

begin to forge relationships with new people – family members, friends, 

colleagues, folk from within the local community.   

The best way we can ensure that family members, friends, neighbours and 

colleagues share with us in our celebrations at church is if we build on one of 

the things that is different about the Christmas Season, and we invite them - not 

only into our homes but also to join with us in our celebrations.   This year we 

are offering something for everyone: 

- the Toy & Nativity Service at 10.30am on Sunday 10th December, for 

friends and family with children or for those who are young at heart; 

- the Memorial Service at 3pm on Sunday 10th December -  a service of 

comfort and solace for those feeling bereaved, with the opportunity to 

light a candle in memory of a loved one; 
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- the Carol Service at 10.30am on Sunday 17th December, for those who 

like to sing their favourite carols; 

- Christingle at 6.00pm on Christmas Eve is a service aimed at children, 

celebrating Jesus – the light of the world; 

- the Candlelight Service at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve is an 

opportunity to see in Christmas Day with Choir and carols; 

- and the Christmas Morning Service at 10.30am on Christmas Day – 

an opportunity for everyone to celebrate. 

 

This year, take the opportunity to invite someone to come with you to church, 

arrange to pick them up or to meet them at the door.  Many people will tell you 

that it was through the invitation of a friend that they came into the life of the 

church.  Invite someone you know to worship the Christ Child this Christmas - 

in the end you have nothing to lose and they have so much to gain. 

With love and best wishes for Christmas, 

Rev Ian Smith 

 

PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD! 

A series of Advent reflections 

Fridays of Advent ~ 10.00am in the Leverhulme Chapel 

The Advent season is a time of expectation, both reliving the expectations of the 

ancient people of God, and also renewing those expectations for the 

worshipping community in the present. The expectations are of a God who 

comes, and comes in joy as well as in judgement.  

Over the three Fridays of Advent we will be holding a weekly 45 minute reflective 

service, exploring different Advent themes. Starting Friday 8 December at 

10.00am in the Leverhulme Chapel, and followed by Advent refreshments! 

Ian Smith 
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Bible readings for worship during December and January 

I normally use the Revised Common Lectionary readings for weekly worship, 

usually choosing two or three passages from the four available.  As part of 

your own worship preparation you might find it helpful to read all four 

passages.  Some visiting worship leaders may, on occasion, choose not to use 

the lectionary.  Advent Sunday marks the beginning of the new liturgical year, 

Year B. This means that the Gospel readings will mainly come from Mark. 

Ian Smith 

3 December ~ Advent Sunday 

Isaiah 64:1-9 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark 13:24-37 
 
10 December 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 
 
17 December 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 or Magnificat 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
24 December 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Magnificat or Ps 89:1-4, 19-26 
Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
Christmas Day 

Isaiah 9:2-7  
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 
 
31 December 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Psalm 148 
Galatians 4:4-7 

Luke 2:22-40 
 
7 January 

Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm 29 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 
 
14 January 

1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20) 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51 
 
21 January 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Psalm 62:5-12  
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 
 
28 January 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Psalm 111 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Mark 1:21-28 
 
4 February 

Isaiah 40:21-31  
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 
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JOYCE SMITTON 
1931 – 2017 

‘A friend to so many’ 
 
The church bell tolled on Monday 18th September 2017 as many relatives, 

family friends and others gathered in Christ Church to pay their last respects, to 

attend the funeral and to celebrate the life of Joyce Smitton. The service was 

led by the minister of Christ Church Revd Ian Smith assisted by Revd Anne 

Bedford. The Bel Canto Singers sang the Brother James Air and Margaret 

Bassnett read verses from John’s Gospel Chapter 14. 

 

Joyce was born on 1st October 1931 in Chesterton, then a small mining village, 

near Stoke-on-Trent. Joyce was a bright child and from the village school she 

won a scholarship to The Orme Girls School in Newcastle-under-Lyme, the only 

girl from her village to do so. Her school certificate results were outstanding as 

were her subsequent results at 

Secretarial College. Joyce’s first job was 

with the Electricity Board in Stoke. Music 

was also important to Joyce and she 

sang at the local Methodist Chapel and 

learned to play the piano, later she played 

the church organ in the chapel. Joyce’s 

love of music stayed with her throughout 

her life. At the Newcastle Camera Cub 

she met Stan Smitton, a Liverpudlian, 

and they married in 1952 living in the 

Potteries. They had three children, Pete 

(1953), Rob (1954) and Rosie (1961) by 

which time they had moved to Meols 

following Stan’s job. Holidays in the 

European Alps, the Scottish Highlands 

and the coasts of Wales and Cornwall left their mark on her children who all still 

enjoy active outdoor pursuits. Once the children were all safely at school Joyce 

trained to be a teacher at Ethel Wormald College in Liverpool where she made 

many lifelong friends. Joyce’s first teaching job was at Pensby Infants School. 

She was a dedicated and conscientious teacher and the children loved being in 

her class. She stayed at Pensby for the rest of her working life ending up as 
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Deputy Head Teacher and briefly acting Head Teacher. After retirement Joyce 

and Stan moved to Clitheroe and embarked on a series of trips to the USA with 

Joyce’s father Harry to visit long lost relations and to discover the landscapes of 

the many ‘westerns’ that Harry loved so much. Sadly Stan died in 2000 and 

Joyce was grief stricken. She moved back to Wirral to be closer to family and to 

rekindle old friendships. After a while she joined a keep-fit class where she met 

Eric who had recently lost his wife Stella. They found a shared interest in music 

and singing. They joined the Bel Canto Singers and rehearsed and performed 

in show after show. Most recently Bel Canto performed ‘Sail the Seven Seas’ at 

the Bromborough Civic Centre raising nearly £1,000 for the RNLI, but sadly 

Joyce was not well enough to attend the presentation of a certificate of thanks. 

 

Following her return to Wirral Joyce joined this church and became a regular 

worshipper with her friend Margaret Basnett with whom she had worked at 

Pensby for many years. Joyce was always cheerful, bubbly, she loved life and 

her outlook was always 

positive. She lit up the lives of 

everyone around her and 

even after her terminal 

diagnosis she absolutely 

banned any weeping and 

wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Her son Rob writes that in her 

final illness we were humbled 

by her bravery and stoic 

acceptance of what was 

happening to her. The nurses 

grew to love her in the few 

short weeks they cared for her 

and there were tears amongst 

them the day she died. She 

laughed and joked and teased 

them even as her strength 

failed and in the morning she would instruct them not to let us into her room until 

she had applied some moisturiser and lipstick. 
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In her words of reflection Revd Anne Bedford reminded the congregation that 

none of us knows the whole truth of what lies beyond death, Christians believe 

that as we journey between life and death we are safe in the hands of an 

infinitely gracious God. We believe that death invites us into total awareness 

and to know with truth that what we have valued in the world has eternal value. 

The God who stands with us at that moment is the same God who was prepared 

to die for all humankind. A God who has entered into every struggle of our lives 

with us and who deeply understands the choices we have made. In Psalm 23, 

sung so beautifully for us by the choir, we learn of the closeness of God even in 

the darkest valley, the table furnished with good things and of the anointing of 

our heads. Joyce’s body received such careful attention both during her illness 

and after her death. Then those wonderful words from John’s Gospel that Jesus 

will prepare a special place for us within God’s house. We are not all the same, 

hence the need for many dwelling places or different rooms. Joyce loved music 

and laughter, sharing her knowledge and fun with her family, her pupils, her staff 

and her friends. The dwelling place prepared for her is very special and she did 

not journey alone for I am convinced that on 4th September 2017 God took 

Joyce’s hand in his hand to lead her on into the new and wonderful life and 

experience that we call heaven. Joyce would want to say to us today ‘do not let 

your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid’. So step out into the future feeling 

God’s hand in yours and hearing Joyce’s encouragement and maybe even a 

giggle as well. 

 

So how will we remember Joyce Smitton? We will remember a people person, 

a professional, someone who cared, a supportive person, someone with a great 

sense of fun, someone who was proud of her family, a lover of music and singing, 

a person of great faith, a friend to so many, someone who gave and received 

love. 

 

The service concluded with the funeral party leaving church to ‘Nimrod’ from 

Elgar’s Enigma Variations. 

 

Reporting by Chris Maple  
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FAREWELL TO HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY 

At the beginning of September 2017 a new lead Chaplain Revered Doctor Paul 

Dempster joined the staff of Wirral University Teaching Hospital Trust. Paul is a 

United Reformed Church minister who trained within the Church of Scotland. He 

worked as part of the ministry team within St. George’s Church Heaton whilst 

being a Chaplain at Freeman Hospital, Newcastle. Paul is the lead Chaplain 

within Wirral Hospital and brings with him a wealth of experience in mental 

health, children and end of life issues. Paul is full of energy and has set about 

radical work amongst the staff and the volunteers. He spoke at the October 

meeting of our Synod at St. Helens. 

As a non-stipendiary minister I have been part of the chaplaincy team for ten 

years since my retirement from the Physiotherapy service but I am now more 

often required to be in London to offer support to my mother and an unreliable 

volunteer is of no help to Paul. 

I have a national role within the URC as I am Chairman of the Retired Ministers’ 

Housing Society which works to provide housing for URC ministers in need as 

they retire. This work is interesting and demanding but it too requires regular 

travel to Church House and other events such as pre-retirement courses for 

Ministers and their partners around the country. I am also privileged to be asked 

to lead worship in churches as far apart as Southport and Chester! 

Thus it is time to draw a line, to hand back my identity badges and my office 

keys after a 44 year connection with Arrowe Park and Clatterbridge. 

It has been a privilege to encounter many of you in the wards, in the corridors, 

in Annabelle’s, in clinics and I think that my knowledge of the hospital and its 

ways of working has helped the chaplaincy too. 

I give thanks to God that he was able to continue to use my service in an 

environment which I love but onward now to new places. 

Anne Bedford 
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CHRISTMAS CHARITY CONCERT 

in aid of KIND and 

Christ Church Appeal Fund 

CHRIST CHURCH, PORT SUNLIGHT 

SATURDAY, 16th DECEMBER 2017 

 
FEATURING 

TOM SPENCE 

The Local Lad with the Wonderful Voice 

THE PENINSULA JAZZ BAND 

SILVER TONES 

Singing Group 

GERRY FFRENCH 

Folk Singer / Guitarist 

WENDY DICKINSON 

Pianist 

 

Commencing at 7.30 pm Tickets £8.50 

Including Refreshments 

Available from Port Sunlight Museum 

Enquiries: 0151 334 4588 
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JUST A STORY… 

 
Reuben paced the floor, walked over to the window - and wondered. The story 

from his friend Joachim was disturbing – no – unbelievable! The old prophesy 

again; God will send a deliverer to his people, a Messiah, a Saviour. How many 

have there been upon whom we have placed our hopes? Joachim was so level-

headed, how could he believe such fiction – but he did, pressed home his 

insistence that it was true – shepherds guarding their flocks at night suddenly 

dazzled by a blazing light, angels, the heavenly host singing “Glory to God in 

the highest, peace on earth, goodwill to men” – incredible. The angels told them 

to go to Bethlehem where they would find a Saviour who is Christ the Lord lying 

in the manger of a stable. I ask you! 

It troubled Reuben that Joachim should give credence to this story. He went out 

into his courtyard and a stranger was standing there. “Forgive my intrusion”, the 

stranger said, “I have come a long way, yours is the first house I’ve reached and 

I wondered if I might have a drink of water”. Reuben, glad of a diversion offered 

his visitor some wine, filled two goblets and invited the man to sit down. “You 

seem rather pensive, have I interrupted something?” the stranger asked. “No, 

well yes, there is something” Reuben replied and told him the story. “You don’t 

believe it?” asked the man, “I mean it’s a good story isn’t it? – the sort of 

message angels might bring – if God wished it”. Reuben looked at the man - 

surely he didn’t believe it. 

“Reuben”, his friend Joachim entered the courtyard. Reuben turned to introduce 

his visitor. “Where is he?” “Where is who Reuben?” “Why the man I was talking 

to”, “You’ve been dreaming, there’s no one here” said Joachim. Feeling far from 

calm Reuben invited Joachim into the house. He stayed a short while. Passing 

the table on his way back out to the courtyard Reuben saw two goblets, each 

with a trace of wine, but Joachim had not had any wine. Reuben stopped in his 

tracks, this was too much! What was the story – a couple had travelled from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem for the census – well he thought, I had to travel to 

Jerusalem and a great inconvenience it was – no news of a baby though. A light 

breeze strirred the trees, the sun shone with dazzling brightness. Tired and 

confused Reuben sat down, he thought he heard a voice call his name- no, just 

imagination, but there it was again, a mellifluous voice saying “Glory to God in 

the highest, peace on earth, goodwill to men” – “Reuben – only believe”. The 

moment was gone, the sun was hidden behind a cloud, everything was as 
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before – yet Reuben know he had heard that voice before in his courtyard – in 

his house. Perhaps – could it be the old hope for a Messiah, a Saviour had been 

fulfilled in a child born in a stable in a dusty backwater town – if God wished it.  

He felt elated. “Reuben only believe” the voice had said – a stranger who had 

indeed come a long way. Only believe as he did! 

The story of Reuben finding his belief in Jesus is just that – a story. Yet it might 

have happened to someone more than two thousand years ago – might have 

happened to someone yesterday, might happen tomorrow. Only believe – I do. 

Olive Burns 

 

 

DO YOU WANT TO EXPLORE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP? 

Do you worship regularly at Christ Church, but are not a member?  Have you 

thought about becoming a Church Member, but are not sure about the process? 

As a United Reformed Church, it is our tradition and understanding of the 

gospels that guided by the Holy Spirit, we live, proclaim and witness to the life 

of Jesus Christ both as individuals and collectively. It is the meeting together of 

committed Christians that forms the church. Without the members there would 

be no church. 

Church members commit to supporting the church through giving, through 

action, and by taking part in the church meeting as well as regular attendance 

at public worship. 

We are planning to hold some membership preparation sessions in the Spring, 

with a view to receiving new Church Members at Easter. 

If you are interested in exploring Church Membership, please speak to Rev Ian 

Smith or one of the Elders. 

Lisa Scott 

 



13 
 

 

CAROL SINGING WITH CHURCHES TOGETHER IN 

BEBINGTON 

Come and join with members of other local churches singing carols in the 

community to celebrate the Christmas season  

    Saturday 9th December at 11am outside the Co-op in Lower Bebington  

    Friday 22nd December at 3.30pm outside the Co-op in Higher Bebington 

Lisa Scott 

 

FREE WILL OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Having recently prepared all the FWO envelopes for next year, I am concerned 

that our number of contributors to giving by this method is dwindling. Sadly some 

of our friends have passed  away or have moved out of the area.   A few 

members of our congregation, who although no longer able to attend services, 

continue to give several times a year through their FWO envelopes, for which 

we are most grateful. 

I would like to remind you that our weekly offerings contribute greatly to keeping 

our Church open for worship every week.  If you are not a member of our 

envelope scheme would you please consider donating your weekly offerings by 

this method.   Not only does it remind you that the work and costs of the church 

go on even if you are not in worship on any Sunday, but also if you are a tax 

payer then your offerings can be Gift Aided, thus increasing their value to the 

church by 25%.   

 I will shortly be sending in our claim to HMRC for Gift Aid, last year this 

amounted to in excess of £8,000.  I am sure you will agree this is a worthwhile 

contribution to the maintenance of Christ Church.    

I would ask you to consider making your offerings through this scheme.  If you 

have any questions or would like more information please see me any Sunday 

in church or call me at home on 0151-334 6027.  Thank you. 

Carole Austin 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

Keep up-to-date with events on Facebook: Christ Church Port Sunlight URC 

Twitter: @ccpsurc   Please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ us! 

 

REFORMATION 500 

31st October 2017 marked the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s 95 theses, a 

significant date in what became known as The Reformation. Churches Together 

in England are encouraging us to keep this anniversary together in the spirit of 

five 'R's – Rejoicing, Remembering, Reforming, Repenting and Reconciling. 

Locally, the presidents of Churches Together in the Merseyside Region are 

responding to this request by offering a series of reflections on the ‘Five Rs’. 
The fourth – Repenting – is written by Methodist District Chair, Rev Dr Sheryl 

Anderson. 

REPENTING 

When I was a child, growing up in the east end of London, one treat was a trip 

to Walthamstow Market. The market street was lined with stalls selling exotic 

fruit and vegetables, or clothing, or brightly coloured fabric, and halfway down 

was the best ice cream parlour in the world. There was also the old man wearing 

the placard that proclaimed, ‘Repent - the end is nigh!’ This would always draw 

a comment from my mother, who remembered him being there when she was a 

child. I used to puzzle about the word ‘nigh’ (near) as it clearly did not mean 

‘near’ like tea-time, but near like Christmas, which was always a long time 

coming. I knew from Sunday School that the word ‘repent’ meant saying sorry 

for something you had done wrong. If I quarrelled with someone at school, 

sooner or later an adult would tell us we had to say sorry and make up, which 

we usually did – more or less willingly. Now I am older I understand just how 

much more there is to repenting than simply saying sorry. 

The 500th anniversary of the reformation is a difficult occurrence to categorise. 

Certainly, we are marking a significant historic event. However, where we would 

normally celebrate an anniversary, given the violence and suffering that this 

division in Christian unity initiated, perhaps commemorate is the better word. 
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The question to consider is, what is a suitable tone to adopt in our 

commemorating? For, as David Cornick points out,  

The legacy of Luther’s quest for the peace of God and his ‘re-discovery’ 

of justification by faith led to the invention of Protestantism, the division 

of Europe into religious blocs, and a consequent series of religious wars 

which wrecked and scarred almost every European nation for the next 

century and a half.  

Perhaps then, it is appropriate to suggest that a significant part of our 

commemorations might involve us repenting. Not simply in the sense of saying 

sorry and making up (although that might be a good start) but in the sense that 

Jesus intends when he proclaims in Matthew 4:17, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near.’ 

The word in the Hebrew Bible that we translate as ‘repent’ – ׁשּוב (shub) – means 

to turn back or return. Similarly, in New Testament Greek – μετανοέω (metanoeó) 

– means to change one’s mind, to think differently. This is pertinent to our 

commemorations because, over the last 500 years, the divisions in our unity 

have permitted us to construct and maintain such caricatures of each other’s 

beliefs and traditions, that we run the risk of becoming as anachronistic as the 

man in the market with the placard. It is only through a turning back of our 

prejudices – repenting in the true sense of the word – that we will be set 

sufficiently free to focus on our primary calling as proclaimers together of the 

love and mercy of God in Jesus Christ. 

Rev Dr Sheryl Anderson, Chair of the Liverpool Methodist District 

 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally observed from the 18th to 

the 25th January – the octave of St. Peter and St. Paul.  Study material for 2018 

was produced in the Caribbean and uses Exodus 15, a song of triumph over 

oppression, as the motif of the Week of Prayer under the title ‘That All May be 

Free’.   
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During this week Churches Together in Bebington are joining together for a 

series of meetings for prayer and reflection. The schedule for the week is shown 

below. Each day (apart from Sunday) starts with refreshments at 10.30am 

followed by reflection on the theme from 11am.  

Thursday 18th January Higher Bebington Road URC 

Friday 19th January St Luke’s 

Saturday 20th January St John’s 

Sunday 21st January  Lower Bebington Methodist at 6.30pm 

Monday 22nd January St Andrew’s 

Tuesday 23rd January Jireh 

Wednesday 24th January Christ Church, Higher Bebington 

Thursday 25th January Christ Church, Port Sunlight URC 

This is an opportunity to meet with fellow Christians from churches across the 

Bebington area, reflect on the theme and share thoughts on our faith. 

Lisa Scott 

                                      

NEW BEGINNINGS 

During the Morning Service on 19th 

November, Barbara Evans from New 

Beginnings New Ferry presented 

June Berry with a certificate of thanks. 

The Autumn Concert in aid of the 

New Ferry fund raised over £3000. 

Rev Ian Smith 

 

Photo by William McGuiness  

(Billy Mac)
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FABRIC REPORT  

RECENT ASBESTOS SURVEY 

In response to the recent asbestos survey that was undertaken in the boiler 
room and organ basement: 
 

 Boiler Room 

The two open ends of the service ducts where pipes pass underneath the 
church (and still have pipes which are lagged in asbestos) have now been 
covered over, sealed and labelled accordingly in line with procedure as 
stated on the asbestos report. Ted Austin and I did that. The boiler room 
was already deemed safe, as it was unlikely that anyone would be crawling 
through the ducts and coming into contact with the asbestos lagging 
anyway. Well, now you can’t access those service ducts. 

 Organ Basement 

The organ basement still needs to be dealt with on the side where pipes 
enter the basement from the boiler room, however, this is in a reasonably 
inaccessible place and will be dealt with in the same manner in the coming 
months, when Ted and I can get round to it. 

 
RUBBISH REMOVAL FROM BOILER ROOM 

All of the rubbish and items which had been thrown into the boiler room over the 
years have now been removed. Please don't be tempted to throw any more junk 
down there, or you'll find it on your front door step! 
 
BOILER SERVICING 

I've been informed by Ted Austin that the boilers have been serviced too, so 
hopefully we'll be warm through the winter. 
 
DRAINS AND GUTTERS 

Ted has informed me that Clearways have been to clean out all the gutters and 
drains as usual. Hopefully all or most of the leaves are down now which are the 
main cause of blocked drains and gutters. 
 
EXTERIOR FLOODLIGHTS 

As most of you are aware, for some time the outside floodlights on the south 
side of the church have been out of action. It was obvious that a fault somewhere 
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was tripping out the breakers on the main switch panel. Paul Janvier from 
Raewarm called on 23rd October to investigate the problem. 

A couple of faults were found on certain lights, the large corner one by the tree 
being the worst. Paul has disconnected it for now, and we replaced a bulb in the 
small one to the left of the main entrance among the gravestones. Test meter 
readings on sections of the cable between some of the lamps were lower than 
expected but not enough to trip out the circuit breakers. There is evidence of 
water / moisture in some of the junction boxes where the lamps 'tee off' the 
mains circuit. This is possibly just condensation, but looking at some of the 
glands where they enter the boxes could also be a point of ingress. 

The good news is, the floodlights are now working again on the front of the 
church, minus one that needs a new bulb and one that's disconnected. I asked 
Paul to give me an estimate for replacing the lamps with new ones and fitting 
LED's. If we fit new lamps, that means the whole fitting (with bulbs and wired 
into our existing electrical circuit), and this would reduce the load on the 
switchboard. 
 
Paul has given me an estimate for replacing 6 LED floodlights (fitted with an 
Amber lens) on the South Side of the Church, this being the main entrance side. 
The amber lens is to give us a similar colour temperature to our existing lamps 
when illuminated against the stonework. 
 
The cost of purchasing and fitting these lamps has been discussed by the elders 
and has now been approved by the church membership at the recent meeting. 

It is also felt that really, the lights around the whole church could do with 
replacing and that maybe this could be phase one of a bigger project to 
ultimately replace all of them.  

I've also asked for a quote to add additional heating and lighting in the chapel. 
I'm still waiting for a result on that. 
 
Jim Tesseyman 
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WEDDINGS 

Please uphold in prayer the following couples, as they begin their married lives 

together: 

October 
Heather Mullen and Kevin Mullen (vow renewal) 

Jessica Lockwood and Russell Hatton 

Jennifer Thompson and John Downes 

 

 

November 

Antonia Ryan and Gary Trueman 

Lydia Soneka and Temitayo Mokuolu 

Jessica Brooks and Paul Earnden 

 

 

BAPTISMS 

The following children were baptized recently at Christ Church.  We remember 

the parents, god-parents and the children themselves in our prayers. 

 

 
October 

Harry Bragg 

Joshua Steven Bradley 

Eva Lynn Godfrey 

 

November  

Franklin Brian Humphreys 

Ivy Rose Lavery 

Mia Jane Manley-Roberts 
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FUNERALS AND INTERMENT OF ASHES 

 
In our prayers we give thanks for these folk and remember their loved ones in 

their grief that they may know the peace of God.  

 

October  

Peter Brown     87 yrs 

John Hulse     83 yrs 

Gerard Stokes     86 yrs 

Thomas Michael Pemberton   91 yrs 

 

November   

 Harold Duckers     75 yrs 

Deborah Tew     53 yrs 

Valerie Lois Hall    70 yrs 
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MEETING TIMES OF OUR ORGANIZATIONS 

 
The Bellringers’ practice is held every Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Bell 

Tower. 

The Handbell Ringers’ practice is held every Tuesday at 7.15pm in Church. 

The Choir practises every Thursday at 6.30pm in Church. 

The Elders meet every 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the BB HQ 

Men’s Fellowship meets every Wednesday at 2pm in the Church Hall 

Open House meets every Wednesday, 7-9pm in the Church Hall 

 

CARERS’ MEETING 

The Carers’ Meeting is held at 12.15pm for 12.30pm every third Tuesday in the 

month at Christ Church Community Centre, Kings Road, Higher Bebington. A 

sandwich lunch is provided free of charge. If you are a Carer then do come and 

join us – you will be made most welcome. 

Carol Wright, Carers’ Contact, Christ Church Port Sunlight 

THE MAGAZINE BY POST 

If you would like to receive a copy of The Magazine regularly by post, please  
send:  

 your name, address, postcode and a contact phone number or 
email address  

 plus a cheque for £6.00 for all 6 issues in 2018 made payable to Christ 
Church Port Sunlight  to: 

 
Magazine Subscriptions 

31 Boundary Road 

Port Sunlight 

Wirral 

CH62 5ER 

(Please do not send coins by post). 

 

OR  

Put the correct amount of cash (or 

cheque) in a sealed envelope, 

addressed to ‘Magazine 

Subscriptions’ and hand in to a 

Church Elder or Steward.  
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CONTACTS * = Serving Elder  

 
Christ Church URC 

Church Drive, Port Sunlight, Wirral, CH62 5EF 
 

 

Minister  

 Rev Ian Smith 

 minister@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Baptismal Secretary 
*Sue Frowe 
 baptisms@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Bereavement Pastoral Care Assistant 
and Funeral Coordinator 
 

*Maureen Jones  

Boys’ Brigade  Rev Ian Smith  

Carers’ contact  Carol Wright  

Choirmaster 
 Jonathan Bowden     
  choir@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Secretary 
*Samantha Hawkes 
  sec@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Treasurer 
*John Lindsay 
  treasurer@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Fabric Committee Convenor (acting) 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 

 

Flowers / Church Bookings *June Berry  

Housekeeper *Val Young  

Magazine editor 
 Jan Burrell / Rosie Potter 
 magazine@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship Leader  David Peacock  

Organist  
 Jonathan Bowden     
 organist@ccpsurc.info  
 

 

Prayer Chain Joyce Howell  

Pulpit Supply / Elders’ Rota *Lisa Scott  

Readers’ Rota Barrie Bradburn  

mailto:minister@ccpsurc.info
mailto:baptisms@ccpsurc.info
mailto:choir@ccpsurc.info
mailto:sec@ccpsurc.info
mailto:treasurer@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
mailto:organist@ccpsurc.info
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Serving Elder *Shelly Hayes   

Serving Elder *Chris Maple  

Social and Fundraising Convenor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
   

Stewards’ Coordinator *Val Young  

Sunday Worship Club Leader 

*Samantha Hawkes 

  swc@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Synod Representative *Lisa Scott  

Tower Captain (Bellringers) 
 David Hocker 
 bells@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 
Webmaster 

 Peter Humphreys 
 web@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weddings and Funerals Administrator 
 Rachael Hardcastle 
 weddings@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weekly Bulletin Editor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 bulletin@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Editorial Team: Jan Burrell and Rosie Potter 

Items for the next issue should be handed in as soon as possible, and 

NO LATER THAN Sunday 7th January 2018 

Articles, letters, requests etc. may be emailed to magazine@ccpsurc.info 

or handed in to a church elder. 

The Magazine is also available, in colour, on our website at 
http://www.ccpsurc.info/ 

 
We regret that we cannot include adverts or any promotional material for 

events not associated with Christ Church Port Sunlight. 
 

Hymns reproduced under CCLI Licence Number 214840 

Opinions do not necessarily reflect the official policy of Christ Church URC 

Port Sunlight or the United Reformed Church 

Copyright for all photographs in The Magazine belongs to Christ Church 

Port Sunlight URC, unless otherwise stated 

 

 

mailto:swc@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bells@ccpsurc.info
mailto:web@ccpsurc.info
mailto:weddings@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bulletin@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
http://www.ccpsurc.info/
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DECEMBER SERVICES 

Friday 
1 10:00 am Revd Ian Smith Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 
3 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service Communion 

3 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
10 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith TOY SERVICE & NATIVITY 

10 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Sunday 
17 10:30 am Church Elders CAROL SERVICE 

17 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service Communion 

Sunday 
24 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

24 6:00 pm Revd Ian Smith CHRISTINGLE 

24 11:30 pm Revd Ian Smith CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

Monday 
25 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith CHRISTMAS DAY 

Sunday 
31 10:30 am Mary Hambly Morning Service 

31 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

JANUARY SERVICES 

Friday 
5 10:00 am Revd Richard Hambly Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 
7 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service Communion 

7 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
14 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

14 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
21 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

21 2:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Baptisms 

21 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service Communion 

Sunday 
28 10:30 am Mr Barrie Bradburn Morning Service 

28 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

 THE LAST WORD – John 1:14 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,  

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 


