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WELCOME! 

Welcome to the   
Early Summer issue of 

The Magazine, from 
Christ Church  
Port Sunlight. 

The Magazine is 

produced six times a 

year by volunteers and 

is available free of 

charge at the back of 

church. 

It is also available in 

large print and in colour 

on our website: 

ccpsurc.info 

Many thanks for all 

contributions and 

assistance in producing 

this edition. 

We hope you enjoy 

reading The Magazine. 

We hope you feel part 

of this beautiful church. 

 
 

Cover shows: 

A beautiful floral  

pew-end made  

by June Berry for a 

wedding on 7th May  

http://www.ccpsurc.info/
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THE FIRST WORD  

 
On Sunday 15 May we celebrated Pentecost and, as far as the Christian Year 

is concerned, we will remain in the season of Pentecost until Advent Sunday on 

22 November. 

I think that Pentecost has got a bad press over the years.  When you think of 

Pentecost, what image comes to mind?  Tongues of fire?  Rushing wind?  

People speaking in strange tongues?  Maybe it is the link between Pentecost 

and the Pentecostal Churches movement that informs your opinion, with their 

massed robed choirs, ‘gospel’ songs and people shouting out ‘Alleluia, Praise 

the Lord’ during the sermon.  We’re not like that – let’s leave Pentecost to the 

Pentecostals – it’s got nothing to do with us!! 

At Pentecost, or Whitsun (Whitsun comes from White Sunday, and refers to the 

confirmation candidates dressed in their white robes, Pentecost being one of 

the traditional times for confirmation services) we celebrate one of the most 

significant events in the life of the Church.  On the day of Pentecost, the 

Disciples received the gift of the Holy Spirit – the gift that Jesus had promised 

to send them.  On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came as a rushing wind 

and tongues of fire, and from that point on the Holy Spirit has been alive and 

active in the world. 

It is the Holy Spirit that give us inspiration, challenges us to seek new direction 

and draws us on in faith, hope and love.  Wherever and whenever we see new 

life achieved or new truth discovered, or a new community overcoming old 

divisions, we should recognise and give thanks for the work of the Holy Spirit.  

The Holy Spirit is doing unexpected things in unexpected ways.  Jesus was full 

of the unexpected, and so it should come as no surprise to realise that the Holy 

Spirit is too. 

So, we are just as much a Pentecost people as those who carry the Pentecostal 

name – and there isn’t a massed robed choir, ‘gospel’ song or person speaking 

in strange tongues in sight.  But as for shouting out ‘Alleluia, Praise the Lord’ 

during sermons. . . . . !                                   

Rev Ian Smith             
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BIBLE READINGS FOR WORSHIP DURING  

JUNE, JULY AND EARLY AUGUST 

 

The Revised Common Lectionary is used ecumenically by many churches 

world-wide for their Sunday Services.  The Lectionary follows the Christian year, 

beginning with Advent, and gives a series of Bible readings for each Sunday.  

The Revised Common Lectionary uses a three-year cycle, with each year 

primarily focussing on one of the synoptic gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke.  

Readings from John’s Gospel are included at various points.  We are currently 

in Year C, and are following Luke’s Gospel.  The period between Pentecost and 

Advent is known as ‘Ordinary Time’, and week by week we make our way 

through Luke. 

It is my intention to use the Revised Common Lectionary for weekly worship, 

usually choosing two or three passages from the four available.  As part of your 

own worship preparation you might find it helpful to read all four passages.    

Some visiting worship leaders may, on occasion, choose not to use the 

lectionary. 

Rev Ian Smith 

5 June 
1 Kings 17:8-24 
Psalm 146 
Galatians 1:11-24 
Luke 7:11-17 
 
12 June 

1 Kings 21:1-21 

Psalm 32 
Galatians 2:15-21 
Luke 7:36 - 8:3 
 

19 June 

1 Kings 19:1-15 

Psalm 22:19-28 
Galatians 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 
 
26 June 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Psalm 16 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 
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3 July 
2 Kings 5:1-14 
Psalm 66:1-9 
Galatians 6:7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 
10 July 
Amos 7:7-17 
Psalm 82 
Colossians 1:1-14 
Luke 10:25-37 
 
17 July 
Amos 8:1-12 
Psalm 52 
Colossians 1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42 
 

24 July 
Hosea 1:2-10 
Psalm 85 
Colossians 2:6-19 
Luke 11:1-13 
 
30 July 
Hosea 11:1-11 
Psalm 49:1-12 
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 
 
7 August 
Isaiah 1:1, 12-20 
Psalm 33:12-22 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 
 

CHURCH OPEN 

Christ Church Port Sunlight is open to the public 

Monday to Friday, 11am and 4pm 

until Friday 30th September 2016 

Welcome! 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Christ Church Port Sunlight now has a Facebook page at 

Christ Church, Port Sunlight URC 

and a Twitter account @ccpsurc, 

so please ‘like’ and follow us! 
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SYLVIA RICHARDS 

14th November 1940 – 21st March 2016 

A LIFE OF MANY PARTS – AND MUCH LAUGHTER 
 

The strains of the hymn tune Aberystwyth (Jesus, Lover Of My Soul) greeted 

the large congregation of family and friends as the funeral party entered church 

on Wednesday 30th March 2016 for a service led by Revd Ian Smith. During the 

service several family members spoke about Sylvia and her life. 

 

Sylvia was born in Southport in 1940 and due 

to the vagaries of war she was not to meet her 

father until she was 6 years old in 1946. Living 

in Liverpool she attended Anfield Road 

primary school and Priory Road secondary 

school followed by Mabel Fletcher Technical 

College where she studied salesmanship. 

Sylvia’s love of music started while she was at 

school and she sang in several Gilbert and 

Sullivan operas: her favourite part being as 

one of the ‘Three Little Maids From School’ in 

The Mikado. After working in a large 

department store in Liverpool she joined Giro 

Bank in Netherton. Here Sylvia made many 

firm friends and they enjoyed several holidays abroad together including skiing. 

 

Sylvia’s maternal grandparents lived in Port Sunlight and she enjoyed visiting 

them so it was no surprise when Sylvia herself moved into the village to a house 

just five doors away from that of her grandparents. Sylvia loved village life and 

became an enthusiastic member of this church, Christ Church. Sylvia’s strong 

Christian faith was sparked at the early age of 8 years thanks to her then Sunday 

School teacher Lily Rogers. Sylvia sang in the choir, rang the bells, opened 

church as a steward and helped at the Cream Tea events on Bank Holiday 

Mondays. Within the church bell ringers Sylvia is remembered as an 

enthusiastic, regular and reliable ringer: she also rang for a number of Quarter 

Peals and her friendly demeanour and willingness to integrate were much 

appreciated. 
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Sylvia also loved painting pictures, doing tapestry work 

and listening to classical music: Sunday afternoons in the 

Lever Art Gallery were favourites of hers. She combined 

her interest in bell ringing and her interest in tapestry by 

making a tapestry based upon our church bells. A copy 

is included here and the original is in the tower ringing 

chamber. 

 

In later years Sylvia became quite unwell and spent the 

last 13 months in Acorn House in Oxton where she was 

lovingly and compassionately cared for by the staff. 

 

The one word that most often comes to mind amongst 

Sylvia’s family and friends is laughter. Life was always 

more fun when Sylvia was around. 

 

During the service June Berry, Sylvia’s friend from her 

days in the Church Choir, sang ‘You Raise Me Up’ and 

the funeral party left church to Beethoven’s ‘Ave Verum 

Corpus’. Sylvia was interred in Christ Church graveyard 

reunited with her parents. 

 

Reporting by Chris Maple 
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GLENDA BELL 

23rd November 1933 – 10th April 2016 

A GREATLY LOVED AND RESPECTED LADY 

 

A medley of Welsh folk and hymn tunes greeted the congregation of family and 

friends as the funeral party entered church on Tuesday 3rd May 2016 for a 

service led by Revd Ian Smith.  

 

Glenda was born in Penmaenmawr the seventh 

child of Robert and Agatha Hughes. Her father 

passed away when Glenda was only seven years 

old leaving her mother to bring up the family at the 

same time as running a bakery, cafe and guest 

house. It was this experience that shaped Glenda 

into the strong and resourceful woman that she 

was to become that the family could all turn to in 

times of need. After studying at Bangor Grammar School Glenda went to 

London to study catering at the London College of Food Technology. This was 

followed by a working life in the catering industry in various ways. 

 

Glenda’s first job was in food research at Van den Bergs (later known as Stork). 

It was in Wirral that she met her lifelong partner Roy at a Levers Company dance 

in Hulme Hall. They married in St Barnabas 

Church Bromborough and in the fullness of time 

were blessed with three children – Kenneth, 

Annette and Roderic. After a spell in Barmouth 

where they helped to manage a fish and chip 

shop, club and dance hall they returned to 

Wirral when Roy took a job at Shell UK. 

 

They lived in Eastham in New Chester Road in 

a very happy family home where many a special 

event was held. Later they moved to Spital 

where they enjoyed a large garden and the 

community of friends around them. By now 

Glenda was lecturing in catering at Carlett Park 

and was guaranteed many a good meal in most 
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of the restaurants and hotels in Wirral where one or more of her former students 

would be working. In their 80s Glenda and Roy downsized and just over a year 

ago they moved into Port Sunlight which they both loved – Glenda in particular 

enjoying worship and social events at Christ Church before ill health made this 

no longer possible. 

 

For many years Glenda was a member of 

Soroptomist International and in 1981 

was elected as President. She thoroughly 

enjoyed the meetings and being able to 

help others less fortunate than herself. A 

fellow member described Glenda as ‘a 

stalwart member of the club’. Together 

with Roy, Brenda was also a member of 

The World Tourism Organisation (part of 

The United Nations) and in addition both 

were members of Wirral Green Belt. 

These activities give an indication of the 

generous nature of this lady and her 

appetite for embracing issues that affect us all.     

 

Glenda had three children, three grandchildren and three great grandchildren 

all of whom she delighted in and with whom she spent many happy years, 

including special times in America, Tenerife and Llandudno. Glenda’s daughter 

Annette sadly passed away earlier this year after a short battle with illness 

bravely fought. 

 

During the service a friend from church June Berry sang ‘Somewhere over the 

Rainbow’ and Rosemarie Bell read a familiar passage ‘You can shed tears 

because she is gone, or you can smile because she has lived’.  

 

The service ended as it had begun with Welsh folk and hymn tunes. 

 

Reporting by Chris Maple with thanks for detailed information and photographs 

from the family.  
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MARGARET JANE PILLING 

17th November 1933 – 25th April 2016 

STEADFAST AND SURE, SMALL AND MIGHTY 
 

The theme music to ‘Pride and Prejudice’ by Carl Davies accompanied the 

funeral party for Margaret Pilling’s last journey into church on Monday 9th May 

2016 for  a thanksgiving service led by Revd Ian Smith.  

Margaret was born over 82 years ago in 1933. The 

years of her life probably saw more change in the 

world than at any other time in history, and more 

trauma too, not least the war that was the back drop 

to her childhood years. Margaret’s lifetime has seen 

men walking on the moon and once-fatal infections 

become routinely curable. We can now see events 

on our TV screens as they happen whether they take 

place on the other side of the globe or just around 

the corner. This is the world that Margaret lived in 

and lived through. Born at 38 South View in 

Bromborough Pool, Margaret was the eldest of four 

children, the others being Chris, John and Janet. 

She went to primary school in Bromborough and then to The Queen’s School in 

Chester. When she left school Margaret worked in a chemist’s shop and then 

British Home Stores. After Margaret married she was mainly a housewife and a 

grandchildren minder. Margaret met Bert at one of the many dances in Hulme 

Hall and in time Michael, Ian and Kathryn came along. 

 

In her time Margaret did every job in the life of this church apart from actually 

taking a service, though she took part in many. Margaret was a church Elder, 

Church Secretary, she did the flowers, she organised weddings, made wedding 

cakes and pew ends for weddings, she sang in the choir, she showed people 

around the church, she organised flower festivals and she supported the Boys’ 

Brigade. She lived just across the road from here with probably the best view of 

the church in the village and would regularly be seen dashing backwards and 

forwards to church in that unmistakeable half walking half running gait of hers. 

 

Margaret was famous for her sherry trifle; there was never any left especially 

when her baby sister Janet came to visit. She would let the children and later 
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the grandchildren have pudding even if they had not eaten all of their dinner. At 

Margaret’s house the kettle was always on and the kitchen was the hub of the 

house. Everyone was welcome and gathered for tea, toast, quiche and chips or 

milky coffee for the estate gardeners. Margaret loved music and dancing. 

Towards the end of her life when she was in the care home she would tell the 

carers, politely of course, whether or not they had rhythm. She broke her hip 

showing Kathryn and one of the carers how to do ‘the conga’. She watched 

musicals and loved Calamity Jane, State Fair, Seven Brides for Seven Brothers 

and The Sound of Music: but, mostly she loved to watch Dirty Dancing which is 

why later the funeral party left church to ‘I’ve had the time of my life’.  

 

Margaret was selfless, always putting other’s needs before her own; she was 

always there to help, to support, to listen. She always gave sound advice, but 

kept her own counsel. She was generous and would give her last penny to 

anyone. She always saw the good in people, never judged and was always 

welcoming. She never complained about anything including pain and never liked 

to bother the carers or the nurses. She overcame every obstacle ever put in her 

path. Margaret never really shouted at her children when they were younger 

instead she would go quiet which can be much more unnerving. 

 

In his remarks remembering, giving thanks and celebrating the life of Margaret 

Pilling the Revd Ian Smith said “We remember Margaret; wife, mother, 

grandmother, friend. Steadfast and sure, small of stature but mighty, loving, 

loved, lovely. Whatever remembrances you have of Margaret be thankful that 

you shared something of your life with her and that she shared something of her 

life with you. Throughout her life Margaret was a worshipping Christian. It was 

through her faith that she trusted God and had hope for the life to come. 

Margaret knew that death was a necessary step from this life to eternal life in 

God’s presence. This is the step that Margaret has now taken and the step that 

ensures that she us now truly experiencing the ultimate love of God”. 

 

Before the final prayers the congregation heard Michael Buble singing ‘Save the 

Last Dance for me’, another favourite of Margaret’s. Carol Wright, a friend of 

Margaret read a Bible passage from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. Margaret 
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was buried in the graveyard of the church that she loved so much within sight of 

her house in the village of Port Sunlight. 

 

Reporting by Chris Maple 

 

 

COUNT YOUR GARDEN 
 

Count your garden by the flowers, 

Never by the leaves that fall. 

Count your days by golden hours, 

Don’t remember clouds at all. 

Count your nights by stars not shadows, 

Count your life with smiles not tears, 

And with joy through all your journeys, 

Count your age by friends not years. 

 

Anonymous. Submitted by Jean Pinder. 

 

Photo of Mottisfont Abbey Gardens by Jan Burrell 
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SUMMER CHARITY CONCERT 

IN AID OF ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH UK 

AND CHURCH APPEAL FUND 

 

CHRIST CHURCH, PORT SUNLIGHT 

TUESDAY, 7TH JUNE 2016 

Featuring 
 

JOHN O’CONNELL 

Guitarist 

PORT SUNLIGHT SEA DOGS 

Singing Popular Sea Shanties 

SILVER TONES 

Singing Group 

WENDY DICKINSON 

Pianist 

Commencing at 7.30 pm     Tickets £7.50 

Including Refreshments 

Available from Port Sunlight Museum or 

Enquiries:  0151 334 4588 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

We offer our congratulations to two couples from our Church family who have 

recently become grandparents. 

Lynn and Jim Tesseyman (left) 

have welcomed the arrival of their 

first grandchild.  William James 

Tesseyman was born on 19th April, 

and is the first born of Richard and 

Fiona. 

 

Heather and Mike Shaw (below) 

have become grandparents for the 

second time.  Toby Elijah Roberts 

was born on 9th May, and is the first 

born of Hannah and Terry. 

 

 

We pray God will bless 

the children, parents and 

grandparents. 

Rev Ian Smith 
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SOCIAL AND FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 

AND CORNISH CREAM TEAS FELLOWSHIP UPDATE 

Easter was of course very early this year and the first Cornish Cream Tea took 

place on Monday 28th March. Thankfully the enthusiasm and commitment of the 

Cornish Cream Teas Fellowship had remained undiminished, and it can actually 

be said to have been bolstered by the addition of a ‘family related group’ of 

younger people, who helped to ease the strain on our established members. 

Whilst the young people do not currently attend our church services, their 

seniors are notable members of our congregation and more help of this kind 

would be gratefully welcomed. Now that we have a start let us hope the idea 

might catch on and possibly grow as we are in great need of younger and fitter 

help.  

There have been excellent results from our contacts with Radio Merseyside and 

our fame should continue to spread with the introduction of Social Media to our 

advertising. It is very noticeable that we are building a hard core of regulars who 

attend every tea and are happy to compliment us on the standard of the scones 

which our hardworking baking team produce on the day. The serving team and 

the kitchen based staff are coping with the queues with their usual efficiency as 

are the advertising team who ensure that our posters and banners are placed 

around the church and village in the most strategic location. In general terms we 

can say that this important element of fundraising is running very well and the 

fellowship is stronger than ever. Long may it continue to be so. 

The Beetle Drive on April 22nd was, as always, a happy event although we only 

had 34 suppers to pick up from John Yeung which meant that Ken’s car didn’t 

smell of fish and chips for quite as long as it has on better supported occasions!  

The second Cornish Cream Tea on Monday 2nd May was as successful as the 

Easter one with a slightly higher contribution to church funds as can be seen in 

the figures which follow. 

The Baps day on 7th May got off to a very early start with customers queuing as 

early as 9.00am, so that when it was eventually decided to open the doors at 
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9.30  the orders came in thick and fast. The result at the end of the day was a 

contribution of £533 and a collection of very tired team members and associates. 

In addition to the foregoing we must also say thank you to June Berry for the 

donation to church funds of £500 from the concert she organised on April15th.   

Fundraising results to date. 

March 28th - Easter Cream Tea - £884.30 Cake table £118.50 total £1,002.80 

April 22nd - Beetle Drive with chip shop supper and raffle - £135 

May 2nd – Early May Cream Tea - £892.25 Cake Table £137.40 total £1,029.65 

May 7th – Bacon /Sausage Baps - £533  

Total raised to date - £3200.45 (including June Berry’s donation of £500) 

Thanks go to everyone for all the effort involved and to those members of our 

congregation who supported the events. 

Ken Howell  

Joint Convenor Social and Fundraising Committee 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Cornish Cream Teas programme 2016  

Bank Holiday Monday  30th May  1-4pm 

Bank Holiday Monday   29th August 1-4pm 

Bacon or Sausage Baps days (definite dates)  

Saturday 1st October  9.30am -4pm 

(possible additions to menu - Black pudding, hot Ribena, hot chocolate 

drinks) 
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Beetle Drive (date to be confirmed) 

Friday 28th October 

Possible events – dates & details to be confirmed 

Strawberry Tea - Saturday afternoon in June - subject to weddings 

Harvest Supper with entertainment - Saturday 10th October 

Burns Night with entertainment – Saturday 17th January 2017 

Ken Howell  

 
CHRIST CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 

 
Christ Church opened for worship on the 8th June 1904.  To celebrate this 

occasion we hold special Anniversary/Gift Day services, this year on the 12th 

June.  At these services we bring our present to Christ Church in the form of our 

Gift Day boxes in which we have been saving loose change etc. over the 

previous year. There will also be special Gift Day envelopes available for those 

who would like to make a donation.  

 

If you belong to our Free Will Offering (FWO) envelope scheme, would you 

please include your envelope number on the Gift Day boxes and special Gift 

Day envelopes so the contents of both can be added to your FWO and gift aided, 

greatly enhancing contributions. 

  

If you want a Gift Day box for the coming year they are available from the table 

at the back of Church. 

 

This year, our 112th Anniversary, we would like to invite all the congregation after 

both morning and afternoon services to join us for coffee/tea and a slice of 

Anniversary Cake in our usual time of fellowship. 

Carole Austin 
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CHRIST CHURCH’S NEW WEBSITE 

We shall be launching the new Christ Church Website, live, during our Church 

Anniversary Service on Sunday 12th June. Well, that’s the plan. 

Those with mobile devices, such as smartphones, capable of accessing the 

internet without using Wi-Fi (we don’t have this in our church - yet) will be able 

to follow the switch on as it happens. Your access to the internet will likely 

involve enabling your ‘data’ so you will probably wish to switch this on just for 

the launch. 

The rather wordy http://christchurchportsunlight.wordpress.com/ is the actual 

URL of our new website and where the QR code below leads. However, 

www.ccpsurc.info, which will be redirecting to our new website, is the one 

which we will continue to use in all our communications, including, additionally, 

the QR code below where appropriate. You may still use the short URL for the 

live switch on. You may wish to set up your device in advance of the launch. 

After the service we are hoping to give a live demonstration in the North 

Transept and answer any questions, although correct answers can’t always be 

guaranteed! 

It was the actor W C Fields who warned “Never work with animals or children”. 

With foresight he may have added “new technology” - so please bear with us if 

things do not go as planned. 

The new website, which has a totally new appearance, gives direct access to 

the church Facebook posts and Twitter feeds on the Home Page. There is also 

a church calendar showing all that is going on week by week.  

You can even download copies of The Magazine (yes, including this one) 

directly onto your phone or tablet then read it later wherever you are. 

Your views, including criticisms, will be well received. 

‘The Tech Team’: 

Peter Humphreys, Jan Burrell, Rachael Hardcastle, Lisa 

Scott and Rev Ian Smith. 

P.S. If you use this QR code or full address above to access 

the website, then when you ‘Add to Desktop’ on your PC / Tablet or ‘Add to 

Home Screen’ on your smartphone the URC logo will appear as the icon. 

http://christchurchportsunlight.wordpress.com/
http://www.ccpsurc.info/
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HEARD, BUT NOT SEEN! 

After over 25 years in the role, Peter Humphreys has retired as Tower Captain 

at Christ Church.  The church formally marked Peter’s retirement during the 

morning service on 1 May, and the Ringers followed suit a few days later.  During 

his time, Peter has trained and encouraged countless individuals in the art of 

ringing, as well as ensuring that the bells are rung not only for all of our morning 

services but for many of our weddings too. 

Peter was presented with a gift from the Church to mark his retirement, which 

he has subsequently used to purchase an up-to-date World Atlas. 

The Ringers have elected Dave Hocker as the new Tower Captain, and George 

Phillips as Deputy. 

Rev Ian Smith 
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A JOURNEY DOWN MEMORY LANE 

 

As you can see from the following article George Wotton died in 2002. At that 

time I wrote this article about George and other worthies in our congregation. 

Before all our memories fade too much I thought it worth asking Jan Burrell our 

magazine Editor to reprint it before all of these names no longer mean anything 

anymore to anybody. 

Submitted by Chris Maple 

GEORGE WOTTON AND OTHER SAINTS – A PERSONAL REMINISCENCE 

The Trafalgar Connection 

George Wotton, born 21st October 1915. George Wotton born on Trafalgar Day. 

George Wotton born in Trafalgar Road. George NELSON Wotton. 

George Nelson Wotton died on 13th May 2002. He was the last surviving 

member of a group of saints – men of a certain age, men of a strong Christian 

conviction, men who served this church and this community faithfully and well. 

Other Saints 

Let me name a few and help to bring back memories of them. Jim Adam, the 

only man allowed to take the money on the door at the Christmas Fair for years 

and years. On each occasion he brought me a miniature bottle of malt whisky. 

Harry Brown, Life Serving Elder – that says it all. 

Les Cannell, never used a Hymn Book, had all the 

words in his head. Jack Coates, never a physically 

strong man but a loyal supporter. Barrie Cremin, 

Treasurer for many years and Auditor for many more. 

Tom Clark. Alan Dodd, financial wizard and loyal 

supporter of the Men’s Fellowship. Fred Goodger, 

Stan Griffiths. Ron Griffiths, taken from us at a far 

too early age. Harry Potter, the real Harry Potter, Mr 

Fixit  - handyman extraordinaire – no job too small or 

too big. Arthur Smethurst, (pictured left) Assistant 

Treasurer for many years – counted the Sunday 

Offertories down to the last farthing. Reg Smith, last 
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occupant of Bridge Cottage before it was acquired by Christ Church, always 

gave me a cigar at the Christmas Fair. Tom Venables, Life Serving Elder, his 

legendary ‘socials’ at the Residents Club did so much to bring church and village 

together. William Widders, mainstay of the church choir for so many years.  

 
 
Photo (provided by Chris Maple) showing from left to right: 

Tom Venables, Jim Adam, George Wotton and Harry Brown. 

 

George himself 

And so to George Wotton. A man totally committed to Christ and to Christ 

Church and a man who did so much for Christ Church that we simply do not 

know about. But what we do know is this. Church Secretary from 1967 to 1978, 

well before the days of word processors, personal computers, email or the 

Internet. All George’s letters, minutes and memoranda where painstakingly 

produced on an old typewriter. His writing style would be considered very old-

fashioned today but it had a clarity and sincerity that was unmistakable, his 
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letters to Lord Leverhulme (‘His Lordship’) were models of genuine deference 

and humility tempered with familiarity and friendship.  

Burial Board Secretary 

Deference and humility were also the hallmarks of George’s very long tenure as 

Secretary to the Christ Church Burial Board. A function he discharged with great 

dignity and sympathy. He would attend every funeral, interment and burial or 

scattering of ashes. He would wear his morning dress – short black jacket, grey 

or pin striped trousers.  He knew all the local undertakers personally and with 

them he would attend to every detail of the occasion in the same meticulous 

fashion, irrespective of the status of the deceased. 

George was also a very generous man. He would spend money at every stall at 

the Christmas or Summer Fairs, not because he necessarily wanted to buy 

anything but in order to support the efforts of all. His Gift Day Collecting Box 

would always be full to the brim, except one year when it appeared to contain 

nothing at all – until I opened it and found it full of £20 notes. 

Elder Emeritus 

When George finally retired from the Burial Board he was appointed Elder 

Emeritus of Christ Church – the first and only person to be honoured in this way. 

His work was also recognised beyond the boundaries of Christ Church and Port 

Sunlight when in 1992 he was in Chester Cathedral to receive the Royal Maundy 

from The Queen. Lord Leverhulme was at the service and after the event he 

sent a personal letter to George congratulating him on this reward for his long 

years of service to Christ Church.  

George’s funeral was not well attended but that is because almost all of his 

contemporaries are listed above, men like him now largely forgotten – except by 

a few, and soon we will be gone as well. They will rest in peace and they will 

rise in glory. 

Submitted by Chris Maple – Non Serving Elder 2002   

P.S. There will be other deserving people whom I have omitted – for this I 

apologise; my memory is fading too. There are also the lady saints; their turn 

will come. 
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SPRING CHARITY CONCERT REPORT 
 

Everything was in readiness for the evening concert on 15th April and at 6 pm 

the artists arrived to set up and have a run through of their various pieces of 

music. 

At 7 pm when the main doors were open there was a crowd waiting to come in. 

 

To start the concert off at 7.30 we had Accord with their accompanist Tim 

Walker.  They sang four numbers ”Say a Little Prayer for Me” by Burt Bacharach, 

“Yesterday” by Paul McCartney,”Anything Goes” by Cole Porter and “Lullaby of 

Broadway” by Shearing & Wise.  They received a wonderful reception after each 

piece. 

 

Tim Walker then enthralled us with his piano solos.  He played two of 

Mendelssohn’ pieces “Retrospection and Spring Song” and then a complete 

contrast with “Sugar Cane” by Scott Joplin. 

 

To bring the first half to a close we had our surprise guest, Henry Ball (John 

Denver’s tribute singer), who sang three of John Denver’s numbers “Country 

Roads”, “We Don’t Live Here No More”, and “Angel From Montgomery” and then 

he sang one of his own compositions called “Summer’s Nearly Over” which was 

absolutely beautiful and he received tumultuous applause. 

 

After everyone had finished their refreshments Henry started the second half off 

once again singing three of John Denver’s numbers “Leaving on a Jet Plane” 

with audience participation, “”Rather be a Cowboy” and ”Berkley Woman” and 

finished off singing a beautiful piece called “Tales of the Wind” which he had 

written himself.  Once again he received a wonderful ovation. 

 

Accord also received a wonderful ovation after each of their numbers “Panis 

Angelicus” by Cesar Franck, “The Way We Were” by Marvin Hamlish, “The Lord 

Is My Shepherd” (Vicar of Dibbley) by Howard Goodall, finishing off with a 

selection from “Oklahoma” by Rogers & Hammerstein. 

The last act to perform were the fabulous Four Originals with Dave-Guitar, 
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Derek-Base Guitar, Terry-Guitar, Colin-Drums Kath-Vocals and guest JP-

keyboard.  They did a selection of numbers from the Sixties, Seventies and  

onwards.  Following Kath singing the last number which was one of Cilla Black’s 

“Anyone Who Had A Heart” and there were shouts of “encore” so they finished 

off with “Mamma Mia”. 

 

After Thanks had been given another wonderful evening was brought to a close 

with everyone standing and singing “Land of Hope and Glory”, complete with 

flags of course. 

 

My sincere and grateful thanks go to all the talented artists who performed so 

well, to all those who helped to set up and clear away and all the other jobs 

which needed doing – Accord, June, Shirley, Jan, Ron, and Carl and Sue who 

did a great job on the door and to everyone who supported the concert and for 

your donations. 

 

A magnificent sum of £1,000 was raised on behalf of Parkinson’s Disease and 

our Church Appeal Fund. 

 

Thank you also for your ‘phone calls the next morning to say “thank you” for a 

wonderful evening. 

 

June Berry 

 

ADULT BAPTISM 

Baptism is a very important service in the URC. It marks the joining of a Christian 

fellowship.   The URC believes that the help and support of a wider church is 

important to support people through their Christian life. If there are adults who 

have never been baptised, this is not something to be embarrassed about.   If 

you wish to be baptised at Christ Church or learn more about this then you are 

most welcome to ask the Elders.   

Arnie Waters 
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CARERS’ MEETING 

The Carers’ Meeting is held at 12 noon every third Tuesday in the month at 

Christ Church Community Centre, Kings Road, Higher Bebington. A sandwich 

lunch is provided free of charge. If you are a Carer then do come and join us – 

you will be made very welcome. 

Tuesday 19th April 2016 

This meeting was a very relaxing. At the last meeting in March we were asked  

to name our favourite songs and singers. Graham, one of our leaders is very 

interested in music and said he would produce a programme of our choices, so 

we could relax and for a short time forget our stresses and strains and have a 

getaway time from it all for an hour or so, and, do you know what? it worked!! 

We sat and enjoyed our choices – songs by Neil Diamond, Glen Campell 

Michael Ball, Roy Orbison, Karen Carpenter, Shirley Bassey, Nat King Cole, 

Tina Turner and Simon and Garfunkel. 

Carol Wright,  Carers contact, Christ Church Port Sunlight 

 

THE MAGAZINE BY POST 

If you would like to receive a copy of The Magazine regularly by post, please  
send:  

 your name, address, postcode and a contact phone number or 
email address  

 plus a cheque for £3.00 for three remaining issues in 2016, made 
payable to Christ Church Port Sunlight  to: 

 
 
Magazine Subscriptions 
31 Boundary Road 
Port Sunlight 
Wirral 
CH62 5ER 
(Please do not send coins by post). 
 
 
 

OR  

Put the correct amount of cash (or 

cheque) in a sealed envelope, 

addressed to ‘Magazine 

Subscriptions’ and hand in to a 

Church Elder or Steward.  
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WEDDINGS 

Please uphold in prayer the following couples, as they begin their married lives 

together: 

April  

Michelle Miller and Stephen Reeves 

Christine Gardner and Paul Gardner (Blessing) 

Sarah Graham and Christopher Bulloch 

Charlotte Wood and Aaron Jones 

 

May 

Kirsty Morgan and Roscoe Foley 

Jennifer Phillips and Mark Phillips 

Renee Goodridge and Michael Byrne 

Nicola Foulkes and Christopher Bunn 

Clare Barnes and John-Paul Patterson 
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BAPTISMS 

The following children were baptized recently at Christ Church.  We remember 

the parents, god-parents and the children themselves in our prayers. 

 

April 

Lexi Jayne Booth 

Thomas Philip Oswick 

William Matthew Phoenix 

Lillie Faith Wilson 

 

May 

Myles Davies 

Carrie Davies 

Jacob George Jones-Craven 

Jay Andrew Knowles 

Malachi Jacob Arthur Roscoe 

William Anthony Thomas 
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FUNERALS AND INTERMENT OF ASHES 

 
In our prayers we give thanks for these folk and remember their loved ones in 

their grief that they may know the peace of God.  

March  

Elsie Egerton    70 yrs 

Michael Dobbie   n/k 

Thomas Dobbie   n/k 

Margaret Owen   n/k 

Thomas Owen    n/k 

William (Bill) Clough   n/k 

Dorothy Clough   n/k 

Sylvia Richards   75 yrs 

Deryn Norma May   66 yrs 

  

 April 

 Debra Chaskin    55 yrs 

 Iris Margaret Taylor   90 yrs 

 Beryl Owens    76 yrs 

 Brendan Sandman   84 yrs 

 William Steens    74 yrs 

Olive Marian Willet   73 yrs   

  

May 

Glenda Bell    82 yrs 

Betty Robinson    95 yrs  

Margaret Pilling   82 yrs 

Brenda Kennedy   71 yrs 

Ethel Mary Williams   91 yrs 

Dorothy Herbert   n/k 
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ELDERS 

Elders’ elections took place at the recent Annual Church Meeting. Maureen 

Jones, John Lindsey and Lisa Scott were re-elected for a further term of service.  

June Berry, Chris Maple and Sue Frowe were elected to join the Eldership.  The 

ordination and induction of Elders will take place at the Communion Service on 

3rd July. 

Ted Austin and Arnie Waters did not seek re-election, and the meeting offered 

its thanks to them both. Ted has taken particular responsibility for care of the 

Church buildings, and Arnie has been Acting Church Secretary for the past few 

years. 

At their first meeting, the new group of Elders will nominate a Church Secretary.  

It will be necessary to hold a short Church Meeting after worship to formally 

make appointment.  In the short term, the responsibilities of Church Secretary 

will be carried by the Elders’ Meeting with Samantha Hawkes acting as a point 

of contact. 

Rev Ian Smith 

MEETING TIMES OF OUR ORGANIZATIONS 

The Bellringers’ practice is held every Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Bell 

Tower. 

The Handbell Ringers’ practice is held every Tuesday at 7.15pm in Church. 

Boys’ Brigade meets in the BB Headquarters (BB HQ) in Bath Street.  

 Company Section meets every Friday at 6.15pm 

 Anchor Boys meet every Thursday at 6pm  

 Junior Section meets every Wednesday at 6.15pm 

The Choir practises every Thursday at 6.30pm in Church. 

The Elders meet every 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the BB HQ 

Men’s Fellowship meets every Wednesday at 2pm in the Church Hall 

Open House meets every Wednesday, 7-9pm in the Church Hall
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CONTACTS * = Serving Elder  

 
Christ Church URC 

Church Drive, Port Sunlight, Wirral, CH62 5EF 
 

 

Minister  
 Rev Ian Smith 

 minister@ccpsurc.info 
 

Baptismal Secretary 
*Sue Frowe 
 baptisms@ccpsurc.info 

 

 
Bereavement Pastoral Care Assistant 
and Funeral Coordinator 

*Maureen Jones  

 
Boys’ Brigade Captain / Hall Lettings / 
Housekeeper 

*Val Hall  

Carers’ contact  Carol Wright  

Acting Church Secretary 
*Samantha Hawkes 
  sec@ccpsurc.info 

 

Church Treasurer 
*John Lindsay 
  treasurer@ccpsurc.info 

 

Fabric Committee Convenor   Vacant  

Flowers / Church Bookings *June Berry  

Magazine editor 
 Jan Burrell / Rosie Potter 
 magazine@ccpsurc.info 

 

Men’s Fellowship Leader  David Peacock  

Organist & Choirmaster 
 Jonathan Bowden     
 organist@ccpsurc.info 
 choir@ccpsurc.info 

 

Pulpit Supply / Elders’ Rota  Vacant  

Readers’ Rota *Sue Frowe  

Serving Elder *Shelly Hayes   

Serving Elder *Brian Jones  

Serving Elder *Chris Maple  

Serving Elder *Lisa Scott  

Serving Elder *Val Young  

Social and Fundraising Convenor  Ken Howell  

Stewards’ Rota  Vacant  

mailto:minister@ccpsurc.info
mailto:baptisms@ccpsurc.info
mailto:sec@ccpsurc.info
mailto:treasurer@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
mailto:organist@ccpsurc.info
mailto:choir@ccpsurc.info


31 
 
 

Sunday Worship Club Leader 
*Samantha Hawkes 

  swc@ccpsurc.info 
 

Synod Representative  Vacant  

Tower Captain(Bellringers) 
 David Hocker 
 bells@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 
Webmaster 

 Peter Humphreys 
 web@ccpsurc.info 

 

Weddings and Funerals Administrator 
 Rachael Hardcastle 
 weddings@ccpsurc.info 

 

Weekly Bulletin Editor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 bulletin@ccpsurc.info 

 

 

Editorial Team: Jan Burrell and Rosie Potter 

Items for the next issue should be handed in as soon as possible, and 

NO LATER THAN Sunday 10th July 

 

Articles, letters, requests etc. may be emailed to magazine@ccpsurc.info 

or handed in to a church elder. 

The Magazine is also available, in colour, on our website at 
http://www.ccpsurc.info/ 

 
We regret that we cannot include adverts or any promotional material for 

events not associated with Christ Church Port Sunlight. 
 

Hymns reproduced under CCLI Licence Number 214840 

Opinions do not necessarily reflect the official policy of Christ Church URC 

Port Sunlight or the United Reformed Church 

mailto:swc@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bells@ccpsurc.info
mailto:web@ccpsurc.info
mailto:weddings@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bulletin@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
http://www.ccpsurc.info/
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES: JUNE 
Friday 

3 10:00 am Rev'd Richard Hambly Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 
5 10:30 am Rev'd Anne Bedford 

Morning Communion 
Service  

5 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
12 10:30 am Rev'd Ian Smith 

Morning Service Gift Day & 
Church Anniversary 

12 3:00 pm Olive Burns Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
19 10:30 am 

 Hymn service lead by 
Elders  Morning Service 

19 2:00 pm Rev'd Ian Smith Baptism 

19 3:00 pm Rev'd Ian Smith 
Afternoon Communion 
Service 

Sunday 
26 10:30 am Rev'd Ian Smith Morning Service 

26 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

JULY 
Friday 

1 10:00 am Rev'd Ian Smith Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 
3 10:30 am Rev'd Ian Smith 

Morning Communion 
Service  

3 3:00 pm Mark Williams Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
10 10:30 am Rev'd Ian Smith Morning Service 

10 3:00 pm Rev'd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
17 10:30 am Rev'd Peter Beaman Morning Service 

17 2:00 pm Rev'd Ian Smith Baptism 

17 3:00 pm Rev'd Ian Smith 
Afternoon Communion 
Service  

Sunday 
24 10:30 am Rev'd Ian Smith Morning Service 

24 3:00 pm Rev'd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
31 10:30 am Rev'd Ian Smith Morning Service 

31 3:00 pm Rev'd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

THE LAST WORD – 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7                                                  

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 

of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.                    

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 


