
1 
 

 

 

 

CHRIST CHURCH - PORT SUNLIGHT 

Founded 1904 

Telephone: 0151 645 3870 

 

Issue No. 82: June & July 2017 

Early Summer 

Issue 

Our Mission is  

to offer our best to 

God through 

Worship,  

Fellowship  

and Care for the 

Community 

 

 
 

 

 

Sunday Services 
  Family Worship  

10.30am    

Afternoon Worship 3pm 

ccpsurc.info  

 

Free - please take a copy! 

 
 

 

http://www.ccpsurc.info/


2 
 

 

 

 

Cover  shows: 

 

Boys’ Brigade trophy:  

‘Carry On’  

(please see page 6) 

 

Photo by Chris Maple 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the   
Early Summer issue of 

The Magazine, from 
Christ Church  
Port Sunlight. 

The Magazine is 

produced six times a 

year by volunteers and 

is available free of 

charge at the back of 

church. 

It is also available in 

large print and in colour 

on our website: 

ccpsurc.info 

Many thanks for all 

contributions and 

assistance in producing 

this edition. 

We hope you enjoy 

reading The Magazine. 

We hope you feel part 

of this beautiful church. 
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THE FIRST WORD 

 

Dear Friends 

On the second Sunday of June we celebrate 
Trinity Sunday.  Over the years, I have come 
to realise that while we regularly sing and pray 
using the language of the Trinity in our worship, 
the doctrine of the Trinity is very difficult to get 
your head around.  I hope what I offer here is 
helpful. 

Trinity Sunday is one of the few feasts of the 
Christian Year that celebrates a reality and 
doctrine rather than an event. On Trinity Sunday we remember and honour the 
eternal God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Trinity Sunday is 
celebrated the Sunday after Pentecost, and lasts only one day, which 
symbolises the unity of the Trinity. The Eastern Churches have no tradition of 
Trinity Sunday, arguing that they celebrate the Trinity every Sunday. Western 
Churches do that as well, although we also set aside a special feast day for the 
purpose. 

The Trinity is one of the most fascinating - and controversial – of all Christian 
doctrines. The Trinity is a mystery. By mystery the Church does not mean a 
riddle, but rather the Trinity is a reality above our human comprehension that we 
may begin to grasp, but ultimately must know through worship, symbol, and faith. 
It has been said that mystery is not a wall to run up against, but an ocean in 
which to swim. It has also been said that if you talk about the Trinity for longer 
than a few minutes you will slip into heresy because you are probing the depths 
of God too deeply! 

The Trinity is best described in what we know as the Nicene Creed. Essentially, 
the Trinity is the belief that God is one in essence, but distinct in person. Don't 
let the word "person" fool you. The Greek word for person means "that which 
stands on its own," and does not mean that the persons of the Trinity are three 
human persons. Therefore, we believe that the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit are somehow distinct from one another (not divided though), yet 
completely united in will and essence. 

How can this be? Well, think of the sight of two eyes. The eyes are distinct, yet 
one and undivided in their sight. Another illustration to explain the Trinity is the 
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musical chord. Think of a C-chord. The C, E, and G notes are all distinct notes, 
but joined together as one chord the sound is richer and more dynamic than had 
the notes been played individually. The notes are all equally important in 
producing the rich sound, and the sound is lacking and thin if one of the notes 
is left out. 

Ultimately, belief in the Trinity is belief in a dynamic God, whose ultimate nature 
is beyond human conception, yet who voluntarily operates within the created 
world. Trinitarianism also shows a loving God that is willing to become as we 
are so that we may become like him. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore.  Amen. 

Rev Ian Smith 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Keep up-to-date with events on Facebook: Christ Church Port Sunlight URC 

Twitter: @ccpsurc   Please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ us! 

 

CHURCH OPEN 

Christ Church Port Sunlight will be open to visitors  

Monday to Friday, 11am – 4pm 

From Monday 3rd April to Friday 29th September 2017 

 

REMAINING CORNISH CREAM TEAS 2017  

Bank Holiday Monday 29th May 

Bank Holiday Monday 28th August 
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BIBLE READINGS FOR WORSHIP: JUNE, JULY AND EARLY 

AUGUST 

I normally use the Revised Common Lectionary readings for weekly worship, 

usually choosing two or three passages from the four available.  As part of your 

own worship preparation you might find it helpful to read all four passages.  

Some visiting worship leaders may, on occasion, choose not to use the 

lectionary. 

We are currently in Year A. After Pentecost, the Gospel readings return to 

Matthew.       Ian Smith 

4 June – Pentecost 
John 20.19-23 or 7.37-39 
Numbers 11.24-30 
Acts 2.1-21 
1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 
 
11 June – Trinity 
Matthew 28.16-20 
Genesis 1.1 - 2.4a 
2 Corinthians 13.11-13 
Psalm 8 
 
18 June 
Matthew 9.35-10.8 
Exodus 19.2-8a 
Romans 5.1-8 
Psalm 100 
 
25 June 
Matthew 10.24-39 
Jeremiah 20.7-13 
Romans 6.1b-11 
Psalm 69.7-10, 16-18 
 
2 July 
Matthew 10.40-42 
Jeremiah 28.5-9 
Romans 6.12-23 
Psalm 89.1-4, 15-18 

 
9 July 
Matthew 11.16-19, 25-30 
Zechariah 9.9-12 
Romans 7.15-25a 
Psalm 145.8-14 
 
16 July 
Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23 
Isaiah 55.10-13 
Romans 8.1-11 
Psalm 65.9-13 
 
23 July 
Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 
Isaiah 44.6-8 
Romans 8.12-15 
Psalm 86.11-17 
 
30 July 
Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52 
1 Kings 3.5-12 
Romans 8.26-39 
Psalm 119.129-136 
 
6 August 
Matthew 14.13-21 
Isaiah 55.1-5 
Romans 9.1-5 
Psalm 145.8-9, 14-21 



6 
 

BOYS’ BRIGADE DISPLAY CABINETS 
 
Two years ago in July 2015 two display cabinets were constructed in the alcoves 
at the back of the church. They were built to house memorabilia of our Boys’ 
Brigade Company, the first company in Wirral. Readers may be interested to 
know something of the articles and artefacts that they now contain. 

Left Hand Cabinet 

 Affixed to the wall in the upper half of this cabinet is a memorial to the 31 former 
members of the 1st Port Sunlight Boys’ Brigade who lost their lives in the Great 
War – it was erected in 
1931. In front are artefacts 
commemorating the life of 
Captain Lancashire who 
served with distinction from 
1903 until 1933. The 
esteem and affection in 
which he was held can be 
seen from the engraved 
silver tray, tea service and tankard on display, having been presented to him on 
31st March 1921. Also displayed is the illuminated booklet that recognises his 
achievements with the Boys’ Brigade. It is signed by all the great and the good 

of Port Sunlight led by the First and Second Lords 
Leverhulme. 
 
Also on this shelf is a display of  vintage metal BB 
badges, a set of Sergeant’s stripes and a King’s 
Badge – the highest award in the Brigade, this one 
awarded to the late Bill Spenser. 
 
On the lower shelf there is a BB Bible, a photograph 
showing Captain Lancashire and the Company, the 
illuminated booklet described above and a large silver 
trophy. This trophy, showing a BB member with a flag 
and pointing onwards and upwards with the words 
“Carry On”, was the gift of the family of Captain 
Lancashire to the  Birkenhead Battalion in 1933, to be 
awarded each year to the best BB Company or BB 
Member in the Battalion. Beneath is a memorial to 
former members of the BB Company who lost their 
lives in the 2nd World War.  
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Right Hand Cabinet 

On the wall at the top is an illuminated scroll dated 9th January 1919, recording 
the establishment of the 1st Port Sunlight Company 
of the Boys’ Brigade on 20th April 1900. Beneath the 
scroll is one of the old BB leather and brass uniform 
belts and messenger pouches and a further set of 
vintage metal BB insignia badges. These badges 
were worn by the late Colin Whittaker. On the left is 
the silver Company award for ‘Best Improved Boy’. 
 
On the middle shelf is a copy of a message from Lord 
Leverhulme to the Company and inscribed in the 
Company Bible in 1910. Two photographs of the 
Company, one outside Gladstone Theatre and the 
other beside the factory, are on the wall. One of the 
BB Bell Boy hats is displayed along with a white lanyard and pouch with a silver 
BB bugle behind. On the left is the ‘Rothery’ medal for the Company’s ‘Squad 
Award’.  
 

The lower shelf displays a 
beautifully painted Company 
marching drum and bugle with a 
copy of The Bible in front. A list 
of Company Captains on the 
right completes the display. 
 
Our thanks are due to Captain 
Val Hall and her husband Arthur 
for putting together this 
fascinating glimpse of our BB 
Company in the early years of 
the 20th Century. 

 
 
 

Reporting by Chris Maple 
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GIFT DAY 
 
Every year in June, this year the 11th June, we hold a special Gift Day service 

where we return Gift Day boxes in which we have been saving loose change 

etc. over the previous year.  These boxes and/or envelopes are our gift to Christ 

Church on its Anniversary.  It was on the 8th June 1904 that Lord Leverhulme 

opened our Church to anyone, regardless of denomination, who wished to 

worship.  This year, our 113th Anniversary, we would like to invite everyone from 

both morning and afternoon to join us after the services for coffee/tea and a slice 

of Anniversary cake, plus of course our usual time of fellowship. Photo below 

shows last year’s cake before it quickly disappeared! 

 

 
 

GIFT AID – FREE WILL OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 
I am delighted to announce that we have received settlement from HMRC of our 

Gift Aid claim for last year amounting to £9,057.00.   I am sure you will agree 

this contributes greatly to the upkeep and running of our Church.  I would like to 

remind you that Gift Aid continues to be a worthwhile way of increasing your 

offerings and encourage anyone who is a tax payer to participate in the FWO 

envelope scheme, as any financial contributions you make in the weekly 

envelopes could be gift aided. This means we are able to claim another 25% 

from HMRC on all offerings you give over the year, at no extra cost to you.  If 

anyone wishes to know how this system operates, I will be only too pleased to 

explain.  Sets of FWO envelopes are always available for immediate use.  

Please see me any Sunday in church or call me at home on 0151 334 6027.  

Thank you.        Carole Austin 
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CORNISH CREAM TEAS – THANK YOU! 

Our two latest Bank Holiday Cornish Cream Teas were great successes: 

On Easter Bank Holiday Monday we raised £977.50 from the cream teas 

and £222.50 from the cake table giving us a total of £1200.  

On May Day Bank Holiday Monday we raised £878.00 from the cream teas and 

£199.28 from the cake table giving us a total of £1077.28.  Brilliant!  

Thanks go to all those involved on the day for giving of their time and effort to 

make it such a success. It is hard work but worthwhile and fun. A special thanks 

to any newcomers who helped out; we hope you enjoyed the day and will want 

to come again, we couldn’t have done it without you. Without the help of our 

volunteers, we could not put this event on, so thank you - we do appreciate 

your efforts! 

Thanks also to our lovely visitors who support us by eating our scones and 

buying our cakes. 

Don’t forget, our third Cornish Cream Tea of the season will be on Bank Holiday 

Monday 29th May.  Enjoy! 

Jim Tesseyman,  

Joint Convenor Social and Fundraising Committee. 

 
SPRING CHARITY CONCERT REPORT 

 
On Friday 7th April the concert began at 7.30pm with The Wirral Ukulele 
Orchestra and they entertained us with six items “Darktown Strutter’s Ball”, 
“Folson Prison Blues”, “National Express”, “Budapest”, “Lady Madonna” and 
“Road to Nowhere”. 
 
We were then entranced by Wendy Dickinson with the piano solo “Clair de Lune” 
by Claude Debussy for which she received a standing ovation.   She followed 
this by playing a complete contrast “Do Do Do” by George Gershwin which she 
played to perfection. 
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Silver Tones with their accompanist Peter Lord brought the first half to a close.  
They sang five items “I’d Like to Teach the World To Sing” by Davis Cook, 
“Yesterday” by Lennon McCartney, “Spanish Eyes” by Bert Kaempfeet, “The 
Black Hills of Dakota” by Sammy Fain and “Love Walked In” by George 
Gershwin for which they received a wonderful ovation. 
 
After thanks had been given to Silver Tones who had so beautifully served the 
interval refreshments the second half commenced with Limerance, Jenny and 
Calum.  With Calum playing guitar they harmonized so beautifully three of 
Calum’s own compositions after which they received shouts of “Encore, Encore” 
so they sang another of his compositions.  A truly talented young couple who 
will go far! 
 
Silver Tones then sang four items starting off with the beautiful Mozart’s “Ave 
Verum” followed by “Stranger In The Night” by Wright and Forest. The next 
number “Deep In The Heart of Texas” required a lot of audience participation 
which they thoroughly enjoyed. As Dame Vera Lynn had recently celebrated her 
100th birthday they chose to finish with “We’ll Meet Again” in her honour with 
everyone joining in. 
 
Once again The Wirral Ukulele Orchestra entertained us singing “Great Balls of 
Fire”, “Crazy Little Thing Called Love”, “Dreaming of You” and “Find My Love”, 
“Sister Kate”, Galway Girl” and “Oil In My Lamp Medley” all of which had us 
joining in and almost had us dancing in the aisles it was so enjoyable. 
 
After thanks had been given to all the magnificent artistes everyone joined in 
singing “Land of Hope and Glory” as St George’s Day would shortly be 
celebrated on 23rd April.  This made a wonderful sight with all the flags being 
waved and another enjoyable evening was brought to a close. 
 
My sincere and grateful thanks go to all the talented artistes who performed so 
well, to all those who helped to set up and clear away and all the other jobs 
which needed doing – Silver Tones, Lorraine, Alfie, Ron and Sue and Carl who 
did a great job on the door, and to everyone who supported the concert. 
 
A magnificent sum of £810 was raised, equally divided between St John’s 

Hospice and our Church Appeal Fund.     

June Berry 
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REFORMATION 500 

31 October 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s 95 theses, a 

significant date in what became known as The Reformation. The Presidents of 

Churches Together in England are encouraging all churches in England to mark 

the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 with sensitivity, as we 

acknowledge our unity in Christ. Over the past century we have learnt that unity 

is achieved by walking together, and we have grown in communion, friendship, 

reconciliation and healing. During this anniversary we want to be able to listen 

to the truth that is in each other, to hear our different stories, and build bridges 

of deeper understanding and respect. 

The Presidents acknowledge with sorrow that during the years of the English 

reformation our ancestors in the faith inflicted unspeakable violence on each 

other. They rejoice, however, that by the grace of God we have learnt to look at 

that history through the eyes of each other’s martyrs, to appreciate their integrity, 

courage and self-sacrifice, and above all their faithful witness to God. As the 

500th anniversary is commemorated, we need to acknowledge both the good 

that came out of this period of our history and also the pain inflicted and the 

scars that remain. 

The Presidents urge the churches in England to keep this anniversary together 

in the spirit of five 'R's 

Rejoicing – because of the joy in the gospel which we share, and because what 

we have in common is greater than that which divides; and that God is patient 

with our divisions, that we are coming back together and can learn from each 

other. 

Remembering – because all three streams of the Reformation have their 

witnesses and one church’s celebration could be another’s painful memory; and 

yet all believed they acted in the cause of the gospel of Jesus Christ for their 

time. 

Reforming – because the Church needs always to grow closer to Christ, and 

therefore closer to all who proclaim him Lord, and it is by the mutual witness of 

faith that we will approach the unity for which Christ prayed for his followers. 



13 
 

 

Repenting – because the splintering of our unity led us to formulate stereotypes 

and prejudices about each other’s traditions which have too often diverted our 

attention from our calling as witnesses together to the mercy of God in 

proclamation and service to the world. 

Reconciling – because the call to oneness in Christ begins from the perspective 

of unity not division; strengthening what is held in common, even though the 

differences are more easily seen and experienced. 

Locally, the presidents of Churches Together in the Merseyside Region are 

responding to this request by offering a series of reflections on the ‘Five Rs’. 

The first - Rejoice - has been written by Rev’d Phil Jump, Regional Minister for 

the North West Baptist Association. 

Rev Ian Smith 

 

REJOICE! 

One of the resonant themes in Paul’s New Testament epistles is his inclination 

to rejoice with and about the churches to which he is writing. His letters will often 

go on to highlight significant concerns about those congregations, and at times 

will outline things with which he simply cannot agree. But for all these earthly 

flaws, he is able to rejoice in who they are in Christ. As we mark 500 years of 

Reformation, I believe that we have similar reasons to rejoice. 

For many, Reformation may be perceived as an event in history, but I would 

argue that it is something far more profound than that. As Christians, irrespective 

of the tradition to which we adhere, we are those who have been transformed, 

and are being transformed, by the presence of Christ and the indwelling of the 

Holy Spirit. God is constantly at work, renewing and reshaping His Church – we 

have every reason to rejoice in a living, dynamic faith that finds expression in a 

whole range of traditions, creeds and ecclesial structures. None of these have 

remained unchanged for the last 500 years; God has been at work among all of 

us. 
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It would be naïve and unrealistic to suggest that significant differences do not 

remain. Some of these are cultural and stylistic; others do extend to matters of 

belief and practice. But like the Apostle Paul, I want to celebrate the fact that I 

am part of a Church that can be open and honest about those differences, and 

nonetheless rejoice in who we are together in Christ.  

I see 2017 as a milestone in a journey of 500 years of reformation. We cannot 

deny, particularly in the early days, that the Reformation was scarred with deep-

seated division and distrust that too easily erupted into violence, discrimination 

and bloodshed. But even as we acknowledge this reality, we have cause to 

rejoice that through the renewing and redeeming presence of God, those same 

Christian traditions are today able to stand together, speak together, celebrate 

together - learning from and being enriched by those things that distinguish us. 

Sadly, we still live in a world that is marred by division and strife. Recent events 

in our own nation have revealed how easily human beings can become bitterly 

divided. We may still have some way to go, but today’s Church can stand as a 

symbol of hope against that reality, that through grace, humility, repentance and 

the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, differences can be overcome and mutual 

respect, honour and affirmation can emerge. We do indeed have good reason 

to rejoice, not only in who we are, but in the message of hope that we embody. 

These things though are just an outward expression of a deeper reality. If I may 

return to the writings of the Apostle Paul, while he may have rejoiced in the 

various Christian communities with whom he experienced deep love and 

fellowship, he repeatedly expressed an even greater reason. Writing to the 

church on Philippi he simply exclaimed “Rejoice in the Lord always and again I 

say Rejoice”. It is our common identity in Christ and our common hope in the 

Gospel that will and must always matter more to us than any earthly difference. 

Perhaps these differences have even served to help us to recognise with even 

greater clarity what truly defines us as Gospel people – and this common reality 

in which we rejoice is one that will last for eternity! 

Revd Phil Jump 

Regional Minister, North West Baptist Association    

March 2017 
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HARRY POTTER JAM JAR APPEAL 

This Lent we were involved in the WaterAid 

Jars of Change fund-raiser, as started at 

Christ Church several years ago by Harry 

Potter. 

Our sum raised and donated is £601.60. 

This will help the world’s poorest 

communities gain access to clean, safe 

water and sanitation.   

Thank you to all who contributed in any 

way. 

Samantha Hawkes  

 

FABRIC REPORT MAY 2017 

1, The two major areas of loose parquet flooring in the choir vestry which 

required re-laying have now been done. 

2, I have replaced the light bulb over the south west porch entrance but the 

shade ring holding the glass shade has disintegrated. It seemed to be made of 

a ceramic substance which over time has deteriorated. I shall find a brass one 

and replace the shade. 

All of the 12v light bulbs in the Vestry have been replaced with LEDs, so they 

should give trouble-free service from now on. I did make a note of the date they 

were replaced in the Diary, so it will be interesting to see how long they last. 

It might be a good idea to gradually replace all the bulbs that we can reach with 

LEDs over a period of time, maybe 6 at a time. 

3, A new set of wheelchair ramps have been purchased and are now in use. 

These are aluminium with a non-slip surface. There still appears to be some 
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confusion as to how they should be laid down -  I shall leave the manufacturer’s 

instructions hanging on the wall above the ramps.    

5, Signage has now been installed above the entrance to the disabled toilet 

above the level of the blue curtains to indicate exactly where the disabled toilet 

is and also to indicate wheelchair access and baby changing facilities. 

6, We still have a leaking stop valve under the water boiler in the choir vestry 

which will be quite easy to repair and will only require a new flexible connection 

with compression fittings. I shall attend to that as soon as I can. 

7, The lights under the book of remembrance need fixing. Not sure yet if it’s the 

bulbs/tubes or if it’s a starter issue. I shall investigate. 

8, The High Level Sodium lights which were not working in the church have now 

been repaired thanks to Chris Maple, who organized the repair, and it was found 

to be a wiring fault and was easily repaired at considerably less cost than 

expected. We now have a set of lamp spares should the need arise to replace 

one, comprising 1 starter, 1 ballast and 1 lamp.  

9, We still have 2 of the outside floodlights out of action.  

10, Various recommendations from the quinquennial report still need to be acted 

upon. Sometime soon, Chris Maple, Ted Austin and myself shall get together to 

discuss what needs to be prioritised and acted upon, to satisfy the condition of 

the quinquennial report. 

11, I have had an estimate for the repairs to the church roof for replacing broken 

and loose York slates. The estimate from McAdam Roofing is £1,656.00, which 

we have accepted. I have provided McAdam with a list of dates when it would 

be inconvenient to have working platforms around the church and people on the 

roof, particularly weddings, funerals and any planned events. Hopefully they can 

find a window when they can fit us in. 

Jim Tesseyman 

Fabric Committee Convenor 
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A MESSAGE FROM CLAIRE BATES, 
RESIDENT AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICER FOR 

PORT SUNLIGHT VILLAGE TRUST. 
 
In 2016 Port Sunlight Village Trust successfully bid for an ACE Museum 

Resilience Fund grant which was to help enable us to determine our social role 

in the village and to unlock the potential unique partnership between the trust 

and the residents. In turn the information gathered will go towards the 

development of our first 5 year strategic plan. 

 

My position as community engagement officer is to work with residents and help 

facilitate activities and events within the community which enhance village life. 

Much of the work will be based at Bridge Cottage, a property which many Christ 

Church Members will be familiar with which has now been transformed into a 

multi-purpose community hub and event space opening Saturday 3rd June 

11am - 4pm.  

 

I hope that residents and members of Christ Church will join us at the opening. 

The Hub is a place for residents and the wider community to enjoy, learn and 

make new friendships. If you would be interested in volunteering or sharing 

skills/hobbies or perhaps you might like to help out in our community garden and 

allotment, please contact me at c.bates@portsunlightvillage.com or call 

07504479440.  

 

Here are a few of the activities you might like to join in with: 

 

Community Hub Volunteer Sign Up - Wednesday 31st May 7pm  

Hub Open Day - Saturday 3rd June 11am - 4pm  

Tea/Coffee Morning - 6th/13th/20th/27th June 11am -1pm  

Book Club -  12th June 6pm - 8pm  

Sew Social (Craft Group) - 13th/20th/27th June 6pm - 8pm  

The Big Lunch (Bring food and share lunch with your neighbours) - 

Saturday 17th June 12pm - 3pm 

mailto:c.bates@portsunlightvillage.com
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CLOSURE OF URC WINDERMERE  CENTRE 
 

 
 
Following long and difficult deliberations, and acknowledging a profound debt of 
gratitude for its unique, 30-year contribution to the life of the United Reformed 
Church, Mission Council reached a decision to close the Windermere Centre. 
The formal resolution passed by Mission Council on 13 and 14 May included the 
following:   

1. Mission Council expresses its gratitude to God and to all who have worked 
at the Windermere Centre for the contribution of the Centre over thirty years 
to the life, learning and fellowship of the United Reformed Church and for 
its continuing legacy. It instructs the Education and Learning Committee to 
make appropriate arrangements for an act of thanksgiving and celebration 
for the life of the Centre. 

2. Mission Council resolves to close the Windermere Centre with effect from 
25th May 2017. 

3. Mission Council directs the Education and Learning Committee to ensure 
that the staff of the Windermere Centre are offered practical and pastoral 
support at this time of change and loss. 

4. Mission Council sets a budget for the Windermere Centre’s support from 
denominational funds for 2017 of £100k. 

5. Mission Council supports in principle the sale of the Windermere Centre 
premises. 
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6. Mission Council supports in principle the use of the proceeds of any disposal 
for lay development, and: 

a) believes that there is an increasingly apparent and urgent need for a 
viable, costed strategy for lay training and congregational development 
across the URC, and calls for the development of such a strategy;  

b) agrees that this strategy needs to take account of existing lay training 
and development resources and opportunities available within and 
beyond the URC and needs to be sensitive to the varied geography and 
the uneven distribution of financial and human resources across the 
Synods;  

c) asks the Education and Learning Committee to facilitate the 
development of this strategy, with the active involvement of relevant 
people from the Synods and the URC Resource Centres for Learning;  

d) recognises that such training and development needs to be delivered in 
a variety of ways which are likely to include on-line, face to face and 
residential components; it must be easily accessible to all in the URC. 

 therefore instructs the Education and Learning Committee to bring to Mission 
Council in March 2018 proposals for these proceeds to be used as a designated 
Lay Development Fund which will enable an outworking of the developed 
strategy. 

During the lead-up to the vote, members of Mission Council repeatedly affirmed 
the value and lasting benefits to the Church of the work of the Windermere 
Centre. At the same time, they acknowledged the Centre’s struggle to secure 
sufficient users to provide long-term financial and practical viability as a resource 
intended for the whole Church throughout the three nations.  

The meeting considered thoroughly two alternative visions for resolving the 
future of the Centre before reaching a decision   
 
Further information is available at: http://www.urc.org.uk/media-news/2360-
thanksgiving-offered-for-the-30-year-service-of-the-windermere-centre-as-
closure-decision-is-taken 
 
Report compiled by Chris Maple 
 

http://www.urc.org.uk/media-news/2360-thanksgiving-offered-for-the-30-year-service-of-the-windermere-centre-as-closure-decision-is-taken
http://www.urc.org.uk/media-news/2360-thanksgiving-offered-for-the-30-year-service-of-the-windermere-centre-as-closure-decision-is-taken
http://www.urc.org.uk/media-news/2360-thanksgiving-offered-for-the-30-year-service-of-the-windermere-centre-as-closure-decision-is-taken
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PASTORAL CARE AT CHRIST CHURCH 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 

you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for one another.  (John 13 v34-35) 

Christ Church is a caring church where we take seriously Jesus’ commandment 

that we should love one another. We are working to establish a pastoral network 

that builds on this foundation of love, support and care for the whole church 

family.  

At the hub of this network will be the Pastoral Team. The members of this team 

are currently being confirmed, but it is anticipated that the team will include 

individuals with a range of skills and availability. Everyone on the team will not 

be expected to fulfil the same pastoral activities, but working together all aspects 

of pastoral care will be covered. The team will be led by a Pastoral Co-ordinator, 

and this role will initially be filled by Lisa Scott. Obviously, the Minister will link 

in with the Pastoral Team, as will the Prayer Chain which is led by Joyce Howell. 

We are all responsible for loving and caring for each other, and a simple ‘are 

you OK?’ may be all that is needed. However, pastoral concerns can be raised 

to any member of the Pastoral Team. 

We need to work together to ensure that pastoral care within the church is 

effective, and I would encourage you to support the work of the Pastoral Team 

with your prayers. 

Rev Ian Smith  

A NOTE FROM A HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN 

I am often told that I have slipped up in visiting people at Arrowe Park Hospital 

and for that I apologise. I am there once a week and hence with the speed of 

admission and discharge it is easy to miss people. However, another reason for 

this can be that your name does not appear on the list of United Reformed 

Church members perhaps because you were never asked during the clerking in 

process and then the default position is Church of England. For some of you this 

is the correct listing for whilst having found a spiritual home at Christ Church 

Port Sunlight your Anglican roots are very important to you and your position is 
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respected . However I have at times asked the hospital to correct the list when 

even one of the elders is not listed as United Reformed. 

My plea is that, should you be asked, you request your denomination to be listed 

as United Reformed Church. The system can accept this and it took us quite a 

while to enable this to happen. 

Thank you very much,   

Rev Anne Bedford 

CARERS’ MEETING 

The Carers’ Meeting is held at 12.15pm for 12.30pm every third Tuesday in the 

month at Christ Church Community Centre, Kings Road, Higher Bebington. A 

sandwich lunch is provided free of charge. If you are a Carer then do come and 

join us – you will be made most welcome. 

Tuesday 18th April 2017  

The speaker was Cheryl Brown RMN Specialist Dementia Trainer from Wirral 

Care Foundation. Cheryl gave a very clear and informative talk on learning 

about Dementia. She told us there are 100 types of Dementia, and that the 

terminology ‘dementia’ is the umbrella term for the variety of conditions that 

cause the brain to fail. The main one that everyone knows about is Alzheimer's.  

Other types which can be identified are memory loss, difficulty coping with 

familiar tasks, changes in mood and personality, trouble understanding visual 

images and spatial relationships, problems with speaking or writing,  

belligerence, anger or aggressive behaviour and so many more. Cheryl told the 

group that she is there to help anyone who, should they need it, can contact her 

at: 

Wirral Care Foundation, The Old Bank, 56 Shrewsbury Road, Oxton  CH43 2HY. 

Telephone - 0151 653 1999 

Mobile - 07710 307662  

Email: cheryl.brown@homeinstead.co.uk 

 

Carol Wright, Carers’ Contact, Christ Church Port Sunlight. 

mailto:cheryl.brown@homeinstead.co.uk
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WEDDINGS 

Please uphold in prayer the following couples, as they begin their married lives 

together: 

 

April 

Jenny Beel and Gareth Corsie 

Samantha Lloyd and Michael Griffith 

Sally Wade and Paul Garner 

Laura Burke and Andrew Havard 

 

May 

 

Erica Clarke and Edward Greenstreet 

Clare Waring and Philip Andrews 

Claire Harding and Michael Bailie 

Kaylea Dale and Thomas Dale 

Kayley Hough and Curtis Moore 

Rebecca Peers and Ben Hassall 

Amy Leyland and Joseph Furniss 
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BAPTISMS 

The following children were baptized recently at Christ Church.  We remember 

the parents, god-parents and the children themselves in our prayers. 

 
April 

Lottie Ann Brennan 

Penelope-Jean Horton 

Sophie Louise Martin 

Amy Grace Platt 

 

May 

Sophie Eloise Muggeridge 

Thea Mary Davies 

Starlett Joy Yates Clark 

Dexter Henry O Neill 

FANCY A SING? 

Julie Robinson-Kneale is looking to establish a mixed choir in the Spital area. 

Previous singing experience is not essential nor the ability to read music, just a 

desire to have fun and make new friends, whilst singing classical and popular 

songs. Teach tracks will be provided to assist learning.  

Julie is an experienced musician and has been singing in barbershop choruses 

and quartets since the age of 12. Julie currently sings with the 2015 UK 

Champion Quartet Pzazz, therefore brings a wealth of experience and 

knowledge, delivered in a fun and engaging style. 

In order to include as many people as possible, there may be a daytime and 

evening choir, depending upon interest. The choir will rehearse at Holy Trinity 

Church, Spital on a weekly basis during school term time, and there will be a 

nominal charge, payable by term. 

This promises to be an exciting opportunity to make new friends and discover 

hidden talents.                     

                     Please contact Julie on 07837 503108 or 

J.D.ROBBO1970@GMAIL.COM for further details and information. 

mailto:J.D.ROBBO1970@GMAIL.COM
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FUNERALS AND INTERMENT OF ASHES 

 
In our prayers we give thanks for these folk and remember their loved ones in 

their grief that they may know the peace of God.  

 

February 

Sylvia Smith    aged 94  
Wilfred Wakefield   aged 95 
Frank Curtis   aged 86  
 

March 

Clara Anne Congdon  aged 80 

William Wilson    aged 71 

Marjorie Askew    aged 85 

Vera Jones    aged 90 

 

April 

 
Muriel (Mo) Rowlingson  aged 85  

David Graham Cox  aged 72 

Alvina Wood   aged 91 

 

May 

 

Brenda Sandman  aged 84 
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MEETING TIMES OF OUR ORGANIZATIONS 

 
The Bellringers’ practice is held every Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Bell 

Tower. 

The Handbell Ringers’ practice is held every Tuesday at 7.15pm in Church. 

Boys’ Brigade meets in the BB Headquarters (BB HQ) in Bath Street.  

 Company Section meets every Friday at 6.15pm 

 Anchor Boys meet every Thursday at 6pm  

 Junior Section meets every Wednesday at 6.15pm 

The Choir practises every Thursday at 6.30pm in Church. 

The Elders meet every 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the BB HQ 

Men’s Fellowship meets every Wednesday at 2pm in the Church Hall 

Open House meets every Wednesday, 7-9pm in the Church Hall 

 

THE MAGAZINE BY POST 

If you would like to receive a copy of The Magazine regularly by post, please  
send:  

 your name, address, postcode and a contact phone number or 
email address  

 plus a cheque for £3.00 for 3 remaining issues in 2017 made payable 
to Christ Church Port Sunlight  to: 

 
Magazine Subscriptions 

31 Boundary Road 

Port Sunlight 

Wirral 

CH62 5ER 

(Please do not send coins by post). 

 

OR  

Put the correct amount of cash (or 

cheque) in a sealed envelope, 

addressed to ‘Magazine 

Subscriptions’ and hand in to a 

Church Elder or Steward.  
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CONTACTS * = Serving Elder  

 
Christ Church URC 

Church Drive, Port Sunlight, Wirral, CH62 5EF 
 

 

Minister  

 Rev Ian Smith 

 minister@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Baptismal Secretary 
*Sue Frowe 
 baptisms@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Bereavement Pastoral Care Assistant 
and Funeral Coordinator 
 

*Maureen Jones  

Boys’ Brigade Captain / Hall Lettings / 
Housekeeper 
 

*Val Hall  

Carers’ contact  Carol Wright  

Choirmaster 
 Jonathan Bowden     
  choir@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Secretary 
*Samantha Hawkes 
  sec@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Treasurer 
*John Lindsay 
  treasurer@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Fabric Committee Convenor (acting) 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 

 

Flowers / Church Bookings *June Berry  

Magazine editor 
 Jan Burrell / Rosie Potter 
 magazine@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship Leader  David Peacock  

Organist  
 Jonathan Bowden     
 organist@ccpsurc.info  
 

 

Pulpit Supply / Elders’ Rota *Lisa Scott  

Readers’ Rota *Sue Frowe  

mailto:minister@ccpsurc.info
mailto:baptisms@ccpsurc.info
mailto:choir@ccpsurc.info
mailto:sec@ccpsurc.info
mailto:treasurer@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
mailto:organist@ccpsurc.info
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Serving Elder *Shelly Hayes   

Serving Elder *Chris Maple  

Social and Fundraising Convenor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
   

Stewards’ Coordinator *Val Young  

Sunday Worship Club Leader 

*Samantha Hawkes 

  swc@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Synod Representative *Lisa Scott  

Tower Captain (Bellringers) 
 David Hocker 
 bells@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 
Webmaster 

 Peter Humphreys 
 web@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weddings and Funerals Administrator 
 Rachael Hardcastle 
 weddings@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weekly Bulletin Editor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 bulletin@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Editorial Team: Jan Burrell and Rosie Potter 

Items for the next issue should be handed in as soon as possible, and 

NO LATER THAN Sunday 9th July 2017 

 

Articles, letters, requests etc. may be emailed to magazine@ccpsurc.info 

or handed in to a church elder. 

The Magazine is also available, in colour, on our website at 
http://www.ccpsurc.info/ 

 
We regret that we cannot include adverts or any promotional material for 

events not associated with Christ Church Port Sunlight. 
 

Hymns reproduced under CCLI Licence Number 214840 

Opinions do not necessarily reflect the official policy of Christ Church URC 

Port Sunlight or the United Reformed Church 

Copyright for all photographs in The Magazine belongs to Christ Church 

Port Sunlight URC, unless otherwise stated 

 

 

mailto:swc@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bells@ccpsurc.info
mailto:web@ccpsurc.info
mailto:weddings@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bulletin@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
http://www.ccpsurc.info/
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JUNE SERVICES 
Friday 

2 10:00 am 
Revd Anne 

Bedford Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 
4 10:30 am 

Revd Anne 
Bedford Morning Service Communion 

4 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
11 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith 

PARADE - CHURCH 
ANNIVERSARY 

11 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
18 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service  

18 2:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Baptism 

18 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service Communion 

Sunday 
25 10:30 am 

Revd Peter 
Beaman Morning Service 

25 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

JULY SERVICES 
Sunday 

2 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service Communion 

2 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Friday 
7 10:00 am Revd Ian Smith Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 
9 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith PARADE - Morning Service 

9 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
16 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

16 2:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Baptism 

16 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service Communion 

Sunday 
23 10:30 am Mary Hambly Morning Service 

23 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
30 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

30 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

THE LAST WORD – Hebrews 6:19 

The Boys’ Brigade motto ‘Sure and steadfast’  

is taken from this Bible reading: 

We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul. 


