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WELCOME! 

Welcome to the   
Christmas issue of 

The Magazine, from 
Christ Church  
Port Sunlight. 

The Magazine is 

produced six times a 

year by volunteers and 

is available free of 

charge at the back of 

church. 

It is also available in 

large print and in colour 

on our website: 

ccpsurc.info 

Many thanks for all 

contributions and 

assistance in producing 

this edition. 

We hope you enjoy 

reading The Magazine. 

We hope you feel part 

of this beautiful church. 
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THE FIRST WORD 

 

To borrow from a well-known saying “Jesus is 

not just for Christmas, he’s for life.” 

Christmas still seems to hold a certain kind of 

magic even for the most cynical of people.  It 

is a time when we remember peace and 

goodwill to all.  We often hear people say it’s a 

time for children and that’s true - if we consider 

everyone to be a child of God!  Christmas gives 

us the opportunity to be childlike again.  To 

wonder at the stories from the Bible and to look for that spark of brightness that 

still lingers in the world today. 

But it is all too easy to put Christmas behind us and forget the wonder, the peace 

and the goodwill, to turn our backs on the light and hide our faces in the shadow.  

But the light will not go away.  It has been with us now for 2,000 years and it is 

a light that shines at all times, not just at Christmas. 

We can, if we will, choose the light over the darkness, not just at Christmas time 

but all year round.  It is not easy to be good or to do good at all times but the 

birth of Jesus, which we celebrate at this time, shows us that with God’s help 

we can do it.  Jesus is there for us not just as a helpless child but also as a man 

who knows what it is to struggle, to suffer and to die.  Through Jesus, God has 

shown that he understands us completely and that his love for us can help us 

overcome all things, even death. 

This year as we open our presents let us pray that we ourselves would remain 

open to the love of God.  And as we joyfully receive our gifts from those who 

love us, let us pray and give thanks for God’s gift, Jesus Christ, into our hearts 

and lives. 

Jesus is not just for Christmas he is for life! 

Rev Ian Smith  
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BIBLE READINGS FOR WORSHIP DURING 

DECEMBER, JANUARY AND EARLY FEBRUARY 

I normally use the Revised Common Lectionary readings for weekly worship, 

usually choosing two or three passages from the four available.  As part of your 

own worship preparation you might find it helpful to read all four passages.  

Some visiting worship leaders may, on occasion, choose not to use the 

lectionary. 

We are now in Year A, and will mainly focus on readings from Matthew. 

Ian Smith 

4 December 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 
 
11 December 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146:5-10 
or Luke 1:47-55 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 
 
18 December 
Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
25 December 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14 
 
1 January 
No Service 
 
 

8 January 
Isaiah 42.1-9 
Psalm 29 
Acts 10.34-43 
Matthew 3.13-17 
 
15 January 
Isaiah 49.1-7 
Psalm 40.1-11 
1 Corinthians 1.1-9 
John 1.29-42  
 
22 January 
Isaiah 9.1-4 
Psalm 27.1, 4-9 
1 Corinthians 1.10-18 
Matthew 4.12-23  
 
29 January 
Micah 6.1-8 
Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1.18-31 
Matthew 5.1-12  
 
5 February 
Isaiah 58:1-9a 
Psalm 112:1-9 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
Matthew 5.13-20 
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NORMAN WINFIELD BRUCE 
15th June 1936 - 19th September 2016 

 
‘A man of integrity and a friend to all’ 

 
Music to the 23rd Psalm ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’ accompanied the coffin and 
family party into church on Tuesday 4th October 2016 for the funeral service of 
Norman Bruce conducted by Revd Peter Beaman. In his introductory remarks 
Peter reminded the congregation of the words of Jesus Christ “I am the 
resurrection and the life, he who believes in me shall never die.” Peter went on 
“Eternal God is our dwelling place and underneath are the everlasting arms, for 
God is our refuge and strength a very present help in trouble. Blesséd are those 
who mourn for they shall be comforted, and that is a promise that can be fulfilled 
in us and for us at this particular time.” 
 

After a reading from Psalm 103 several family 
members and friends spoke of their memories of 
Norman. One said “What can you say about 
someone you’ve known for half a lifetime, in just a 
few minutes. Norman was kind, thoughtful, loving 
and passionate about the family, and a very good 
friend. I first met Norman some 40 years ago when 
we both worked for Metal Box in Bromborough. 
We worked in different departments but we were 
both on the Sports and Social Committee 
organising 5 shilling dances on a Saturday night in 
Bromborough Civic Hall and the Children’s 
Christmas Party held in Bromborough Pool Village 
Hall. This was the start of a very special 
relationship between our two families. We 
holidayed and partied together and spent time in 
each other’s company. In 1993 we discovered the 

canals and our first journey was from Preston Brook to Ellesmere in Shropshire. 
Families were important to Norman and we were glad that this included our 
family.” 
 
Sandra, one of Norman three daughters, spoke movingly about her father. “Our 
Dad was a kind, warm and loving Dad. A constant, someone we could set our 
compass by as we navigated our own path in life. He was a practical Dad. He 
could fix punctures, he could mend bikes and later our cars. He could decorate 
our bedrooms, hang our curtains but he could also fix us. He could bandage 
knees, kiss thumbs better and cuddle us when we cried. For us three girls he 
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set the bar very high on what we should expect of future boyfriends and 
husbands. Our Dad loved family and friends and he was happiest when eating 
and drinking and us all laughing together. He taught us the values we still live 
by, he treated people with respect, he was kind and generous. He taught us to 
work hard and to have a strong sense of justice. His presence and influence in 
our lives cannot be diminished by his death. Thank you Dad, we will love you 
always.”  
 
In his address Revd Peter Beaman reminded the congregation of just how 
important the family was to Norman Bruce and how proud he was of his work 
record and the things that he did. Born and bred in 
Bebington he grew up in a loving caring family and 
that was his ideal always that the family should be 
the centre and he should share in every way that 
he could to make sure that all was well. He was in 
the Choir and in The Boys’ Brigade and then he 
joined the Sea Cadets where he met Val his future 
wife. For a time Norman went to sea with Cunard 
Line but when the family came along he decided 
that the family home was where he ought to be. Later in life Norman became a 
Serving Elder of this church and the Weddings Verger here. He also came to 
worship and he welcomed others who came to worship. Whether it was for 
Sunday Worship or Cream Teas or other special events Norman was always at 
the door to welcome people with a smile and a friendly remark. He was always 
there and he was someone who made an impression upon so many people and 
I am sure he made an impression on countless people whose names we will 
never know but whose lives he enriched by his warm smile and by his welcoming 
hand of friendship. Underlying and underpinning everything that Norman did 
was his Christian faith. He didn’t say a great deal about it but he expressed it in 
his daily acts of kindness and his words of welcome, in the way that he lived, 
the values that he had and passed on to the family. He was a man of integrity 
who used the gifts given to him of welcoming and caring for people all his life. 
 
Reporting by Chris Maple 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES AND EVENTS AT CHRIST CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 6th December 6.30pm 

Carols and Candles Evening 

In aid of Claire House Children’s Hospice 

Tuesday 6th December 2016, start 6.30pm 

Tickets £10, tel Claire House 343-0883 or visit their website 

 

Wednesday 7th December 7pm 

Port Sunlight Choral Carol Concert 

Saturday 10th December 1pm to 3pm 

Invitation to Port Sunlight residents to meet your Minister & visit Christ Church 

All ages welcome, craft activities for children 

Drinks & mince pies to be served 
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Saturday 17th December 7.30pm 

Christmas Charity Concert in aid of 

KIND and Church Appeal Fund 

Tickets £7.50 available at Port Sunlight Museum 

 

Christmas Eve  

Christingle Service for all the family at 6pm 

Candlelight Service at 11.30pm 

Christmas Day  

Morning service at 10.30 am only  

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Services on New Year’s Day 

[Photo on page 7 reproduced by kind permission of the Port Sunlight archivist office]

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiXkeDdyLDQAhUCvBoKHYtHCOMQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/48906345928552516/&bvm=bv.139250283,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGxwkuhp4ll_de8yFwFY5M1WM7Iyg&ust=1479498793229433
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BEBINGTON 

Carol Singing 

Churches Together in Bebington will be joining together for carol singing in the 

community as an act of Christian witness during the Christmas season on the 

following dates -  

 Saturday 10th December at 11am outside the Co-op in Lower 

Bebington 

 Thursday 22nd December at 3.30pm outside the Co-op in Higher 

Bebington 

Please come along and celebrate Christmas in song!  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Each year, during the week between the feasts of St Peter and St Paul, all 

denominations are encouraged to join together in prayer for the unity of the 

Christian church. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is between 18th - 25th 

January 2017 and Churches Together in Bebington will be holding the following 

services. 

Wednesday 18th January     St Andrew's  

Thursday 19th January         St Luke's  

Friday 20th January              Jireh  

Saturday 21st January          St John's  

Sunday 22nd January           Location and time to be confirmed  

Monday 23rd January           Christ Church, Higher Bebington  

Tuesday 24th January          Higher Bebington URC  

Wednesday 25th January     Christ Church, Port Sunlight URC          

 

All services start with coffee from 10.30am followed by the service at 11am. 

 
Lisa Scott
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NATIVITY 
 
The day dawned, the sun rose,  
Shining down on Nazareth –  
A day as any other,  
Families awaking to the daily round  
A carpenter at his bench - a girl helping her mother. 
For Joseph, working at his bench 
Fashioning the wood with skilled hands and keen eye  
The future seemed so good. 
Betrothed he was, to a local girl from a respected family,  
Soon they'd be united by the marriage ceremony –  
Mary! The gentle girl whom he would cherish all his life  
From the moment when the Rabbi pronounced them man and wife. 
 
Such happy thoughts might occupy the mind of mortal man  
Whilst up above in heaven, God had in mind a plan  
To shake the world wherein He saw much sin and misery,  
The time had come to intervene to set the people free  
From worldly cares,  
From selfishness or greed their only goal  
And send His Son to save them, for each one has a soul  
More precious than fine silver or even purest gold –  
So, thus His purpose would be known by people young and old  
He'd send the world a Saviour, the "good news" would be told. 
 
God then summoned Gabriel to stand before His face  
And instructed him to visit earth  
And there to go to a place called Nazareth-  
To a house where he would find the girl  
Who by the Spirit's power would bear the Holy Child,  
Mary, pure and undefiled  
Was the one whom God did choose –  
Thus to this ordinary girl Gabriel brought the news. 
 
Mary, just daydreaming with never a single thought  
Of heaven or Archangels 'though she supposed she ought  
To thank the Lord for Joseph - when in her reverie  
She was startled by a brilliant light,  
And through the light she saw a man, a stranger standing near  
And felt a little twinge of fear for he'd not been there before. 
He spoke her name, this stranger who seemed to be 'all light' 
 
 
 



11 
 

 

He told her not to be afraid, she'd found favour in God's sight  
For she would bear a Holy Child and He would be the Lord  
His name was to be Jesus, the incarnation of the Word. 
 
 
Then He was gone and once again Mary was alone  
No trace of his radiance which had gilded every stone,  
Yet she knew this visitor was not merely a dream  
An imaginary vision, for she felt that she had been  
Visited by a 'Shining One', an angel of the Lord,  
She believed that God had spoken through the angel's word. 
Oh! Suddenly she realised how difficult it would be  
When she revealed her amazing news to her family. 
For this had been no daydream, this 'happening' was true  
But then would come the hardest part - she must tell Joseph too! 
 
The months had passed 
Now for their journey Joseph must prepare,  
To travel on to Bethlehem, the town of David  
Where they must register for the census which the Emperor decreed –  
A hard road, a long way, perhaps with danger  
Who could say what they might meet from day to day  
They must take the greatest care,  
Though surely God would watch over them  
As they travelled from Nazareth to Bethlehem –  
He would guide them safely there. 
Now for the weary travellers, journey's end in sight. 
 
They should reach their destination before another night,  
And Mary knew – yes, little doubt  
Before the coming dawn  
Safely in God's keeping His Immanuel would be born  
Joseph pondered in his heart what Gabriel had foretold  
He thought upon the Scriptures, the prophesy of old. 
But Bethlehem was crowded 
At the Inn, no room at all 
And thus their journey's end would be 
Within a cattle-stall. 
 
Olive Burns 
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CHRISTMAS CHARITY CONCERT 

IN AID OF KIND AND CHURCH APPEAL FUND 

 

CHRIST CHURCH, PORT SUNLIGHT 

SATURDAY, 17th DECEMBER 2016 

 

FEATURING 

TOM SPENCE 

The Local Lad with the Wonderful Voice 

ACCORD 

Singing Group 

DAVE NICHOLAS 

Philharmonic Theatre Organist 

GERRY FRENCH 

Singer/Guitarist 

Commencing at 7.30 pm Tickets £7.50 

Including Refreshments  

Available from Port Sunlight  

Museum Enquiries: 0151 334 4588 
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SOCIAL AND FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 

AND CORNISH CREAM TEAS FELLOWSHIP UPDATE 

2016 FINAL UPDATE 

The 2016 programme came to a  happy finish on Friday 28th October with an 

always well received ‘BEETLE DRIVE AND CHIP SHOP SUPPER’ evening. 

This one however was made more interesting by the fact that we had been 

obliged to change our source of supply after many years so there was a feeling 

of apprehension on behalf of the committee which was quickly dispelled when 

the delivery arrived spot on time, very neatly presented in individual boxes and 

giving off a mouth-watering aroma which was as tempting as any we have ever 

had. The supper and the games were clearly appreciated by everyone and 

Ken’s car was spared smelling of fish and chips for the next couple of weeks for 

which improvement he was personally most grateful. 

Whilst the number attending was a little disappointing, the laughter and obvious 

enjoyment was as apparent as always. Thanks go to all who participated in the 

clearing up and  the setting up, ‘many hands indeed make for light work’.  

Details of Fundraising results to date 

March 28th - Easter Cream Tea - £884.30 Cake table £118.50 total £1,002.80 

April 22nd -  Beetle Drive with chip shop supper and raffle - £135 

May 2nd – Early May Cream Tea - £892.25 Cake Table £137.40 total £1,029.65 

May 7th – Bacon /Sausage Baps - £533 

May 30th – End May Cream Tea - £804.62 Cake Table £234.00 total £1,038.62 

August 29th – Late summer Cream Tea – total including cake table £1,167.00 

October 1st – Bacon/Sausage Baps -  £283.94 

October 15th – Harvest Supper with Wirral Ukulele Orchestra - £233.80 

October 28th – Beetle Drive with Chip Shop Supper and raffle -£80.30 

Total raised to date - £7,336.61(including donations of £1,832.50 from four 
concerts organised by June Berry.)   
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Burns Night with Scottish Cuisine and entertainment. 

Saturday 21st January 2017  

Tickets £7.50 

Look out for further details nearer the date 

 

Cornish Cream Teas 2017  

Bank Holiday Mondays 17 April, 01 May, 29 May, 28 August 

A demanding programme with two teas in a fortnight. 

We will be looking for plenty of help, so look out for the date of our planning 

meeting in February and join us to ensure this very important fundraising and 

outreach continues to achieve the results we have attained over a very long time.     

Ken Howell  

Joint Convenor Social and Fundraising Committee 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Keep up-to-date with events on Facebook: Christ Church Port Sunlight URC 

Twitter: @ccpsurc   Please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ us! 

 

FREE WILL OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Having recently prepared the FWO envelopes for next year, I am concerned that 

our number of  contributors giving by this method is dwindling.  Sadly some of 

our friends have passed away or have moved away.  A few members of our 

congregation who, although no longer able to attend worship, still continue to 

give several times a year through their FWO envelopes, for which we are most 

grateful.  This method of giving not only encourages regular payments but also 

if you are a tax payer then your offerings can be gift aided, thus increasing their 

value to the church by 25%. 

To all members of our congregation who give through this scheme, I should be 

obliged if they would collect their Weekly Offering Envelopes for 2017 from the 
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table at the back of Church.  If you would like a set of envelopes but do not 

currently have one then please contact me when I will be very happy to provide 

you with a set.  If you would like to make your offerings to Christ Church by 

Standing Order direct from your bank then I will be only too pleased to provide 

you with the necessary information.  Thank you.   

Carole Austin 

 

LITTLE TOWN – BIG STORY 

An Advent Bible Study based on ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ 

Thursdays of Advent ~ 7.00-8.30pm in the church 

Little Town, Big Story is an Advent Bible Study based on the popular Christmas 

Carol 'O Little Town of Bethlehem', written in 1868 by Phillips Brooks, one of the 

most famous preachers of his time, following a visit to Bethlehem which seems 

to have affected him deeply. 

The four sessions look at the significance of place in Jesus' birth, the person of 

Mary, Gifts and Grace, Worship & Mission. 

Theme titles for the four weeks: 

1 December: O Little Town of Bethlehem 

8 December: For Christ is Born of Mary 

15 December: How Silently, How Silently 

22 December: O Holy Child of Bethlehem 

We will meet in one of the Sunday School rooms. 

Ian Smith  
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COULD THIS BE YOU? 
(Isaiah chapter 6 verse 8) 

 

Are you looking for more meaning in your life? 

Do you want to get out of the house more? 

Do you enjoy meeting new people? 

Can you talk easily to people? 

Could you mange one 2½ hour commitment each week during the 

summer months? 

Do you like answering questions? 

Do you enjoy drinking other people’s tea and coffee? 

If you can answer ‘Yes’ to one or more of these questions, then being a Steward 

of Christ Church may be the answer.  

Port Sunlight Village is a major tourist attraction and our church is right in the 

middle of it. Each year thousands of visitors and tourists come to the village to 

look at, to admire and to learn from its architecture, its layout, its Art Gallery and 

its Museum. These visitors come not only from all parts of the UK but also from 

all parts of the world. What’s more they also visit our church. To give these 

visitors the best possible impression of our church and its relationship with the 

village we open the church building from Easter Monday until the end of 

September each weekday from 11 o’clock in the morning to 4 o’clock in the 

afternoon. Three stewards each take one of two 2½ hours sessions – from 11 

am to 1:30 pm and then from 1:30 pm until we close at 4 pm.  

With effect from Easter 2017 we are looking for some more members of our 

congregation to join the stewarding team. You do not have to be a local history 

expert or a church history expert. There are four booklets available to the 

stewards and to the visitors that cover all aspects of the church architecture and 

its contents. You would not be left alone as to begin with you would work with 

an experienced steward. All of our stewards report what a pleasure it is to meet 

the people that visit us and to talk to them about the church. We continue to be 
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surprised by the number of visitors who already have some connection with the 

village or the church and are visiting to strengthen or renew this relationship. 

Can you help with this work? 

Would you at least like to talk about it? 

If so please get in touch with Val Young. Val has volunteered to look after the 

Stewards’ Rota for next year and will be starting to draw up the 2017 Rota early 

in the New Year. Val is in church most Sundays and her contact number is given 

at the back of this Magazine. 

Reporting by Chris Maple 

 
 
 

CHRIST CHURCH AUTUMN CHARITY CONCERT 
FRIDAY, 7th SEPTEMBER 2016 

 
 
During the afternoon the church had been made ready for the evening concert 
and at 6 pm the side door was opened for the artists to come in to set up and 
rehearse and for the final preparations to be carried out. 
 
At 7 pm the main doors were opened for the patient people waiting to come in 
and at 7.30 pm the concert commenced. 
 
The Peninsula Jazzmen made a great start to the program performing three 
numbers “Desiree”, “She’s The Hottest Gal In Tennessee” and “Hustlin’ and 
Bustlin” for which they received a wonderful reception. 
 
Accord accompanied by Tim Walker sang four numbers “It’s A Grand Night for 
Singing” by Richard Rogers, “Annie’s Song” by John Denver, “What a Wonderful 
World” by George Wise and “The Glory of Love” by Billy Hill for which they 
received a fantastic ovation after each piece. 
 
Henry Ball played two of his own compositions on keyboard “The Dolphin 
Prelude,” an instrumental piece, and “The Street of Yesterday.” He concluded 
with Elton John’s “One More Arrow.” All pieces were expertly performed. 
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Bringing the first half to a close were the 80 strong choir Sing Me Merseyside 
with their musical director Billy Hui. They sang three arrangements “Music 
Medley”, “West End Medley”, and “Let It Be / Imagine Medley” for which they 
received tumultuous applause. 
 
Following refreshments which had been beautifully served by members of 
Accord, Sing Me Merseyside started the second half off singing three 
arrangements “Motown Era Medley”, “Bohemian Rhapsody”, and “Liverpool 
Songs Medley” and once again received a wonderful ovation. 
 
“Tales of the Wind” composed by Henry Ball was sung and played beautifully 
on guitar as were the next  two numbers by John Denver: “Poems, Prayers and 
Promises” and “Country Roads”. 
 
Accord sang four songs “Whistle Down The Wind” by Andrew Lloyd Webber, 
“She Moved Through the  Fair” by Herbert Hughes, “Thank you  for the Music” 
by Billy Hill and “You Make Me Feel So Young” by Josef Myrow. 
 
The last artists to perform were the Peninsula Jazzmen playing three numbers 
“The Fish Seller”, “Stranger on the Shore” and “Floating Down to Cotton Town” 
once again receiving a wonderful ovation  after each piece.  
 
After Thanks had been given a truly wonderful evening was brought to a close 
with everyone standing and singing with great gusto “Guide Me , Oh Thou Great 
Jehova. 
 
My Sincere and Grateful Thanks go to all the talented artists who performed so 
well, to all those who helped to set up and clear away and all the other jobs 
which needed doing – Accord, June, Shirley, Jan, Ron, Sue, Alfie and Carl and 
Michelle who did a great job on the door and to everyone who supported the 
concert. 
 
A magnificent sum of £1,007.50 was raided equally divided between Malawi 
Water Aid and Church Appeal Fund. 
 
 
June Berry 
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AN INVESTMENT IN KNOWLEDGE ALWAYS PAYS THE 
BEST INTEREST - BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

 
On Friday October 14th a few of us from Christ Church attended a special event 

at Heswall URC. Part of the Heswall-Wirral Arts Festival it was an evening of 

Malawian poetry and politics with traditional African music. The speaker was 

Professor Jack Mapanje, professor or English Literature at York University. 

A poet, Professor Jack was imprisoned under the regime of Dr Hastings Banda 

because the government deemed his writing to be subversive. Various 

academics who disagreed with government policies were also imprisoned - or 

disappeared. Professor Jack had been head of English literature at Chancellor 

College. On release after nearly four years in Zomba Prison, he was advised to 

go into exile. Eventually he received an invitation to teach at York University. He 

has returned to Malawi, part of the 'restorative process,' but would not now return 

permanently. A delightful man with a good sense of humour and a great smile! 

- he gave a most interesting informative talk and read some of his poems. He 

has had a number of books published including his autobiography. He became 

professor of creative writing at York. 

Also we were entertained by a young man called Anwar, who sang and 

accompanied himself on an oud, an instrument resembling a large mandolin. He 

escaped persecution in Somalia eventually arriving in Liverpool as an asylum 

seeker. He now has refugee status which, with certain restrictions, allows him 

to work. He played music from Somalia, Tanzania and Kenya. 

The proceeds from the evening were donated to the Dr Harry Lindsay Potter 

Endowment Fund, set up in Harry's name to support students studying 

agriculture, to enable them to go on to higher education at Lilongwe University.  

The Malawian government have increased the fees considerably so it is a 

struggle for poorer students to find money for their education and 

accommodation. The Revd Susan Flynn, husband Tony, our own Rosie Potter 

and others work very hard staging fund-raising events for this worthy cause.  

Please pray for their work - pray for Africa. "Have compassion upon this land 

Lord, let your mercy come upon it. Let justice triumph in this land, land that 

burns, Lord, land that burns" - from the African National Anthem:- Nkosi Sikilel 

I, Africa                                                                        Submitted by Olive Burns 
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SECOND HAND DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 

We have been given a small quantity of devotional books. They are all in used 

condition and so probably best for personal use rather than as gifts for others. 

The list is as follows:- 

Helen Steiner Rice 
Somebody Loves You 
Loving Promises 
Just For You 

Heart Gifts 

Charles Spurgeon 
Morning by Morning – One Minute Devotions 

By various contributors 
In God’s Care – Daily Meditations on Spirituality in Recovery 

Nicky Gumbel 
Questions of Life – A Practical Introduction to the Christian Faith 

John Pollock 
A Life of Paul the Apostle 

F B Meyer 
Our Glorious God – Advice for a Christian Life (Large Print) 

White Eagle Publishing 
The Gentle Brother – Words to all on the Spiritual Path 

Joyce Huggett 
Open to God – Meditations 

Deborah Campbell-Todd 
The Story of Moses - told for children  

If you would like one or more of these books please ask Chris Maple. Any not 

taken will be sent to the great second hand bookshop in the sky. 
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CARERS’ MEETING 

The Carers’ Meeting is held at 12 noon every third Tuesday in the month at 

Christ Church Community Centre, Kings Road, Higher Bebington. A sandwich 

lunch is provided free of charge. If you are a Carer then do come and join us – 

you will be made most welcome. 

Tuesday 15th November 2016 

Our speaker, Barbara Kerr, Ambassador for Arrowe Park Hospital spoke at 

length on the achievements of the hospital, quoting a lot of statistics, for instance, 

in 2015-2016 the Trust provided the following: 

Total Births 3,382, A&E Attendances 89,277, Emergency Admissions 54,737, 

New outpatients Attendances 111,874, Diagnostic examinations performed 

338,834, Elective day cases admissions 41,693, Elective inpatient admissions 

8,077.  

Barbara also gave out forms for people who, if interested, could become a 

“Member of our NHS Foundation Trust.”  If you become a member, you can if 

desired become a Governor in your area if there is a vacancy. These areas are 

similar to the voting wards for the Council Elections. 

For more information,  please contact: 

Membership Office, Wirral University Teaching Hospital 

NHS Foundation Trust, Arrowe Park Hospital, Wirral, CH49 5PE. 

Telephone 0800 121 356 

Carol Wright, Carers’ contact. 

 

THE PRAYER CHAIN 

The original aim of the prayer chain was for it to be a ‘power point in the pastoral 

care activities of our church’ by recognising the names of people who it was felt 

might gain help and comfort from the combined prayers of a number of 

dedicated church members, praying as individuals yet linking together in the 

form of a chain. 
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Names of people who are recognised as being in need of prayer, because of ill 

health, bereavement and any other reasons that they might have, are passed to 

the leader who then passes the request on to the first link in the chain who in 

their turn pass it on to the next link and so it continues until the chain is 

completed. To gain any success it is important for the prayer request to be 

passed along the chain without delay, ideally within 24 hours. Over the years 

there has been a steady acceptance of the invitation to be included with many 

people saying how they felt ‘the power of prayer’ had been, and was being, truly 

experienced. 

If you should feel able to put your name forward to become a committed member 

of the chain, please talk to the current leader, Joyce Howell, who will give you 

more details, and of course if you feel you know someone who is in need of help 

or comfort from the combined prayers of the chain please let Joyce or any elder 

know. 

Joyce Howell, Prayer Chain Leader  

PASTORAL CARE AT CHRIST CHURCH 

A working group has been established by Reverend Smith and the Elders to 

consider the organisation of pastoral care within the church. This group includes 

Reverend Ian Smith, Val Hall, Barrie Bradburn, June Berry, Rosie Potter, Sue 

Frowe and Lisa Scott.  

We are blessed at Christ Church to have a caring congregation and many 

members of the congregation already offer pastoral care to others when in need. 

The aim of the working group is to build on this foundation and establish an 

effective pastoral care structure for the church as a whole.  

If you have ideas about pastoral care and would like to attend a meeting in early 

2017 to contribute to discussions on how it could be improved in the future, 

please see Reverend Smith or one of the members of the working group 

Lisa Scott 
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WEDDINGS 

Please uphold in prayer the following couples, as they begin their married lives 

together: 

October 
Erica Atherton and Michael McGlone 

Harriet Passey and Sam Cooper 

 

November 

Melanie Toll and Michael Penberthy 

Lisa Geenlees and Rob Capper 

Margaret Hill and Reginald Maddocks 

 

 

 

BAPTISMS 

The following children were baptized recently at Christ Church.  We remember 

the parents, god-parents and the children themselves in our prayers. 

October   

Holly Jennifer Millington 

Adam Michael Bunnell 

Stanley Brian Barry O’Reilly 

Phoebe Amelia Davies 

Connie Frances Doherty 

 

November  

Noah Lowe 

Sophia Elizabeth Bingham 

Jax Holver 

Joseph Holver 

Rosie Gwen iris Bates 

Lily Ann Stobbart 

  



24 
 

FUNERALS AND INTERMENT OF ASHES 

 
In our prayers we give thanks for these folk and remember their loved ones in 

their grief that they may know the peace of God.  

 

August  

Pamela Collingson   95 yrs 

Michelle Hannan   41 yrs 

Mona Roberts    92 yrs 

Revd D Glanville Rees    96 yrs 

 

September 

Charles Gayton    83 yrs 

Linda Fowler    77 yrs 

 

October 

Jean Farmer     75 yrs 

Norman Bruce     80 yrs 

Nicholas Sinnott    (age unknown) 

 

November 

Olive Willett     73 yrs 

Jack McKinlay     97 yrs 
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MEETING TIMES OF OUR ORGANIZATIONS 

 
The Bellringers’ practice is held every Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Bell 

Tower. 

The Handbell Ringers’ practice is held every Tuesday at 7.15pm in Church. 

Boys’ Brigade meets in the BB Headquarters (BB HQ) in Bath Street.  

 Company Section meets every Friday at 6.15pm 

 Anchor Boys meet every Thursday at 6pm  

 Junior Section meets every Wednesday at 6.15pm 

The Choir practises every Thursday at 6.30pm in Church. 

The Elders meet every 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the BB HQ 

Men’s Fellowship meets every Wednesday at 2pm in the Church Hall 

Open House [closed until Easter] meets every Wednesday, 7-9pm in the 

Church Hall 

 

THE MAGAZINE BY POST 

If you would like to receive a copy of The Magazine regularly by post, please  
send:  

 your name, address, postcode and a contact phone number or 
email address  

 plus a cheque for £6.00 for all 6 issues in 2017 made payable to Christ 
Church Port Sunlight  to: 

 
 
Magazine Subscriptions 

31 Boundary Road 

Port Sunlight 

Wirral 

CH62 5ER 

(Please do not send coins by post). 

 

OR  

Put the correct amount of cash (or 

cheque) in a sealed envelope, 

addressed to ‘Magazine 

Subscriptions’ and hand in to a 

Church Elder or Steward.  
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CONTACTS * = Serving Elder  

 
Christ Church URC 

Church Drive, Port Sunlight, Wirral, CH62 5EF 
 

 

Minister  
 Rev Ian Smith 

 minister@ccpsurc.info 
 

Baptismal Secretary 
*Sue Frowe 
 baptisms@ccpsurc.info 

 

 
Bereavement Pastoral Care Assistant 
and Funeral Coordinator 

*Maureen Jones  

 
Boys’ Brigade Captain / Hall Lettings / 
Housekeeper 

*Val Hall  

Carers’ contact  Carol Wright  

Church Secretary 
*Samantha Hawkes 
  sec@ccpsurc.info 

 

Church Treasurer 
*John Lindsay 
  treasurer@ccpsurc.info 

 

Fabric Committee Convenor   Vacant  

Flowers / Church Bookings *June Berry  

Magazine editor 
 Jan Burrell / Rosie Potter 
 magazine@ccpsurc.info 

 

Men’s Fellowship Leader  David Peacock  

Organist & Choirmaster 
 Jonathan Bowden     
 organist@ccpsurc.info 
 choir@ccpsurc.info 

 

Pulpit Supply / Elders’ Rota *Lisa Scott  

Readers’ Rota *Sue Frowe  

Serving Elder *Shelly Hayes   

Serving Elder *Brian Jones  

Serving Elder *Chris Maple  

Serving Elder *Val Young  

Social and Fundraising Convenor  Ken Howell  

Stewards’ Rota  Vacant  

Sunday Worship Club Leader 
*Samantha Hawkes 

  swc@ccpsurc.info 
 

mailto:minister@ccpsurc.info
mailto:baptisms@ccpsurc.info
mailto:sec@ccpsurc.info
mailto:treasurer@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
mailto:organist@ccpsurc.info
mailto:choir@ccpsurc.info
mailto:swc@ccpsurc.info
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Synod Representative *Lisa Scott  

Tower Captain (Bellringers) 
 David Hocker 
 bells@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 
Webmaster 

 Peter Humphreys 
 web@ccpsurc.info 

 

Weddings and Funerals Administrator 
 Rachael Hardcastle 
 weddings@ccpsurc.info 

 

Weekly Bulletin Editor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 bulletin@ccpsurc.info 

 

Editorial Team: Jan Burrell and Rosie Potter 

Items for the next issue should be handed in as soon as possible, and 

NO LATER THAN Sunday 15th January 2017 

 

Articles, letters, requests etc. may be emailed to magazine@ccpsurc.info 

or handed in to a church elder. 

The Magazine is also available, in colour, on our website at 
http://www.ccpsurc.info/ 

 
We regret that we cannot include adverts or any promotional material for 

events not associated with Christ Church Port Sunlight. 
 

Hymns reproduced under CCLI Licence Number 214840 

Opinions do not necessarily reflect the official policy of Christ Church URC 

Port Sunlight or the United Reformed Church 

Copyright for all photographs in The Magazine belongs to Christ Church 

Port Sunlight URC, unless otherwise stated 

 

 

mailto:bells@ccpsurc.info
mailto:web@ccpsurc.info
mailto:weddings@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bulletin@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
http://www.ccpsurc.info/


28 
 

DECEMBER SERVICES 

Friday 2 10:00 am Rev Richard Hambly Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 4 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Service Communion 

4 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
11 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith 

Morning Toy & Parade Service with 
Boys’ Brigade   

11 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Annual Memorial Service  

Sunday 18 10:30 am Elders’ Carol Service Morning Service 

18 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Communion Service 

Saturday  24 6:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Christingle Service 

 
24 11:30 pm Rev Ian Smith Candlelight Service 

Sunday 25 10.30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Christmas Service 

JANUARY SERVICES 

Sunday 1 10:30 am  No service 

1 3:00 pm  No service 

Friday 6 10:00 am Revd Richard Hambly Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 8 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Service Communion 

8 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 15 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Service 

15 2:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Baptism 

15 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Service Communion 

Sunday 22 10:30 am Rev Ian Smith Morning Service 

22 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

Sunday 29 10:30 am Barrie Bradburn Morning Service 

 
29 3:00 pm Rev Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

THE LAST WORD – Matthew 2: 10-11 

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary,  

and they bowed down and worshipped him.  

Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts  

of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 


