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WELCOME! 

Welcome to the   
Easter issue of 

The Magazine, from 
Christ Church  
Port Sunlight. 

The Magazine is 

produced six times a 

year by volunteers and 

is available free of 

charge at the back of 

church. 

It is also available in 

large print and in colour 

on our website: 

ccpsurc.info 

Many thanks for all 

contributions and 

assistance in producing 

this edition. 

We hope you enjoy 

reading The Magazine. 

We hope you feel part 

of this beautiful church. 
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THE FIRST WORD 

 
Dear Friends 

It never ceases to amaze me.  I know it 
happens every year, but every year I stand 
back in awe and wonder.  We spend what 
seems like months on end with the earth 
barren and the trees seemingly dead, and 
then, as if from nowhere, life rises from the 
ground, buds break from branches.  Daffodils 
flower and blossom blooms.  It is unbelievable.  
I spend each winter wondering if it will really 
happen, and yet each year a miracle takes 
place - new life breaks forth and winter turns 
into spring. 

Each year through the miracles of creation we are reminded of Christ's death 
and his resurrection, of his dying and his rising to new life, of his burial and his 
breaking from the tomb.  Each year, without the necessity of reading the passion 
stories in the gospels, we experience the theology, the word of God, at Easter. 

The Easter story is one of pain and rejoicing, of fear and fulfilment.  The pain of 
Jesus' cruel death, the joy of his risen presence, the fear of the future for the 
disciples and his followers, the fulfilment of his promises to them.  The 
experiences of the disciples over the Easter period may seem a million miles 
away from us as individuals in the twenty first century yet, for many people, the 
pain and fear that the disciples felt is their experience too.  The pain and fear 
that follows the death of someone dearly loved.  The pain and fear that comes 
with news of a terminal illness.  The pain and fear that comes with redundancy.  
The pain and fear that comes at different times for different people, in the most 
difficult of circumstances. 

For the disciples the initial period of pain and fear was very short, just three days 
from Jesus' death to his resurrection, to their point of joy.  For us, pain and fear 
can be very lonely and can last a long time, weeks, months, years.  It is often 
only when we look back, sometime later at our experiences, that we can see the 
glimpses of hope, the positive points, the presence of God. 

The joy of Easter comes to different people in different ways and at different 
times; the knowledge that Jesus rose from the dead is enough for some to give 
them hope in times of great trouble; the experience of God being present with 
them in those painful and difficult days; the realisation when looking back that 
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God has been there walking with them, carrying 
them; the truth that God loves them and that his 
love was shown through Jesus' death and 
resurrection. 

The Easter experience wasn't just something that 
happened nearly 2000 years ago to Jesus and 
his disciples, something that we believe but can't 
experience.  The pain and joy of the Easter 
experience is ours too as we live out our lives, 
and it is because of our knowledge and belief in 
Jesus’ death, and of his resurrection, that we, as 
Christians, can continue to live in the hope that 
pain and fear are not final, but that joy and 
fulfilment will come. 

Let us give thanks to God this Easter time for the 
love and joy that can be and is ours through 
Jesus' rising from the death. 

May God bless you this Easter time. 

Rev Ian Smith 

 

CHURCH OPEN 

Christ Church Port Sunlight will be open to visitors  

Monday to Friday, 11am – 4pm 

From Monday 3rd April to Friday 29th September 2017 

 

CORNISH CREAM TEAS 2017  

Bank Holiday Mondays 17th April, 1st May, 29th May, 28th August 
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Bible readings for worship during April, May and early June 

I normally use the Revised Common Lectionary readings for weekly worship, 
usually choosing two or three passages from the four available.  As part of 
your own worship preparation you might find it helpful to read all four 
passages.  Some visiting worship leaders may, on occasion, choose not to use 
the lectionary. 

We are currently in Year A. The Gospel readings take a break from Matthew 
during Lent and Easter, and are taken mainly from John. 

Rev Ian Smith 

2 April – Lent 5 
John 11.1-45 
Ezekiel 37.1-14 

Romans 8.6-11 

Psalm 130 

9 April – Palm Sunday 
Matthew 21.1-11 
Isaiah 50.4-9a 
Philippians 2.5-11 
Psalm 31.9-16 

16 April – Easter 
John 20.1-18 
Matthew 28.1-10 
Acts 10.34-43 

Colossians 3.1-4 

Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 

23 April 
John 20.19-31 
Acts 2.14a, 22-32 
1 Peter 1.3-9 
Psalm 16 

30 April 
Luke 24.13-35 
Acts 2.14a, 36-41 

1 Peter 1.17-23 

Psalm 116.1-4, 12-19 

7 May 
John 10.1-10 
Acts 2.42-47 
1 Peter 2.19-25 
Psalm 23 

14 May 
John 14.1-14 
Acts 7.55-60 
1 Peter 2.2-20 
Psalm 31.1-5, 15-16 

21 May 
John 14.15-21 
Acts 17.22-31 
1 Peter 3.13-22 
Psalm 66.8-20 

28 May 
John 17.1-11 
Acts 1.6-14 
1 Peter 4.12-14, 5.6-11 
Psalm 68.1-10, 32-35 

4 June – Pentecost 
John 20.19-23 or 7.37-39 
Acts 2.1-21 
Numbers 11.24-30 
1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 
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GEORGE KNOX PEASTON 
1931 - 2017 

 
‘A proud Scot and a man of passions’ 

 
A large congregation of friends, colleagues and family greeted the funeral 
procession into church of George Peaston on Monday 30th January 2017. The 
service was conducted by Revd Ian Smith who reminded us that while death is 
the end of human life it marks a new beginning in our relationship with God. He 
said “We are here to share the sorrows of those who mourn and to offer them 
our love and our support. Tears may linger at nightfall but rejoicing comes in the 
morning.” 
 
George’s son-in-law, Alan Gamble, read the well-known verses from 
Ecclesiastes ‘A time for everything.’ Duncan Galbraith read the poem by Robert 
Burns ‘Epitaph on my own Friend’ – George was a proud Scotsman!! 

 
In the address by Revd Ian Smith 
we learned that George Peaston 
was born in Edinburgh in 1931 
and had a happy and very active 
childhood. He was a keen 
swimmer, a member of the Scouts 
and was involved in the Scottish 
National Opera, mostly behind the 
scenes. All his life George 
enjoyed climbing the main peak in 
Edinburgh known as Arthur’s Seat. 
The last occasion was on his 80th 
birthday accompanied by his good 
friend Norman Mackenzie. 
George was an industrial chemist 
by training and started his working 
life with British Oil and Cake Mills, 
a Unilever company. George 

stayed with Unilever companies all his working life. In his twenties George 
discovered two passions that were to stay with him for his lifetime – jazz music 
and travel; Paris being his favourite European city. He met his wife, Janet, while 
working in Greenock and they were married on Valentine’s Day in 1960 on 
Janet’s 24th birthday. They had two children and three grandchildren. 
 
George loved to be active. He was an Elder of Newark Parish Church, a member 
of Gourock Yacht Club, President of the Port Glasgow Bowling Club and a keen 
member of the Robert Burns Association – he loved Burns’ poetry all his life and 
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was a popular speaker at Burns Night Suppers being a flamboyant and 
enthusiastic performer. In 1983 George’s family was one of thirteen such that 
moved south to work at the Stork factory in Bromborough. George and Janet 
made some lifelong friends through the walking club known as the Stork 
Amblers and they enjoyed many outings together across the country. They also 
enjoyed close friendships with their neighbours the Marshes and the Haighs. 
Alan Haigh shared George’s passion for rugby and on one occasion secured 
two tickets for the England Scotland match at Murrayfield - in the English section 
of the stadium!! 
 
At the age of 60 years George retired from paid employment thus giving him 
time to indulge other activities. He served for 10 years as a driver for the WRVS 
Meals on Wheels service but his favourite passion of all became The Gladstone 
Theatre. Here he worked at several ‘behind the scenes’ jobs including on the 
lighting board and finally managing the theatre bar. It was thanks to his friendly 
management of the bar that substantial sums of money were raised for the 
Gladstone Theatre Trust. George only retired from this job last year. 
 
George was a doer, a volunteer, a proud husband, dad and granddad. If you 
needed something doing you did not have to ask twice. George would appear 
with his toolkit, his ladders, his support and his friendship. He will be sadly 
missed by Janet and his family, but for 85 years he lived a full life and certainly 
made the best of it. 
 
Revd Ian Smith concluded his address by saying “In amongst your sadness and 
your grief hold on to the Christian conviction that George is now experiencing 
the new resurrection life promised by God though Christ. While today we are 
sad we are also thankful as we give thanks for the life that George led, for the 
person that he was, for the man that we remember.” 
 
The family funeral party left church to a recording by The Glasgow Orpheus 
Choir singing ‘All in the April evening’. 

 
Reporting by Chris Maple 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BEBINGTON 

There will be a Good Friday Walk of Witness in Port Sunlight on Good Friday 
starting at 12pm in front of the Lady Lever Art Gallery. This is an opportunity to 
join with other churches as a witness of our faith in the local community. 

Lisa Scott 
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QUESTIONS 
 

Do you hear that anguished cry torn from a parched aching throat – a 

son who cannot feel his father's love and hangs forsaken crying his 

agony to the skies? Life ebbing away, spilling out with his blood on that 

lonely wooden tower. For - why? It need not have been thus surely - his 

friends, his followers, where are they? Fled - fear overwhelming their 

love for him, blurring their understanding, leaving him abandoned, save 

one who, faithful, remained to the end, and one whose sin caused him 

to be his own executioner. 

For - why? Many have died, it happens every day, nothing special. Why 

is this Jesus different? His death - what? For the sins of the world? 

How? How can the sins of the yet unborn be carried by mortal man, how 

atoned? 

 

-The hours pass – 

 

Do you hear that soft voice - just a breath, a son safe in his father's love, 

no longer forsaken, committing his spirit to his father's care. It is 

finished. He dies, under a strangely darkened sky - the Light of the 

World extinguished, the heavens mark his passing, the sun withholds 

its light - it is beyond comprehension. Words are tumbling in my mind - 

redemption, salvation, resurrection - something stirs my thoughts and I 

remember - words of life! Not the transient life that fills the now but 

everlasting life, life beyond the sleep of death. I feel in my soul the 

sureness of his promise, the soaring inspiration of his presence. Death 

claimed him for but an instant in eternity - scarcely three days and then 

- new life!  Jesus lives! Not mortal man but immortal God, crushing 

arrogant disbelief. Is he just a line in history, a mere comma in the 

world's story? No, he is the Saviour, the Son of God in resurrection 

glory! He is here for all. Welcome Risen Lord! Welcome Easter morn! 

He is here for me! 

 
Olive Burns 
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KEN HOWELL HONOURED 

APPOINTED ELDER EMERITUS 

 

Ken Howell needs no introduction. He has been around Christ Church for what 

seems like forever. In fact he and his wife Joyce starting worshipping here in 

1988. Never one to sit on the sidelines and let others do all the work Ken has 

always involved himself fully with all church activities. A Serving Elder until quite 

recently and Church Treasurer from 1997 for 13 distinguished years.  More 

lately Ken has had the task of sharing the coordination of our various social and 

fund raising events. But Ken’s crowning glory has been the Cornish Cream Teas. 

 

Every Bank Holiday Monday, ably assisted by Val Hall, Ken has masterminded 

the planning, the set-up, the delivery and the execution of several hundred 

beautifully and freshly prepared Cornish Cream Teas in our church. Together 

with a small army of dedicated volunteers (The Cream Tea Fellowship) Ken has 

produced an afternoon tea of exceptionally high quality - scones freshly baked 

in the Church Hall that morning, real Cornish Clotted Cream couriered up that 

week from the famous Rodda’s Creamery in Redruth, tea or coffee freshly 

prepared in individual pots, all waiter or waitress served to the customers at their 

tables. This has become a much loved Port Sunlight institution. 

 

Ever on the look-out for further profitable ideas, thanks to his many years of 

service with the Littlewoods Organisation, Ken instituted the Bacon Bap events. 

Less formal than the Cream Teas, these are held in the Church Hall to coincide 

with major public events taking place in Hulme Hall where there may be people 

just ready for a bacon or sausage bap and a cup of tea or coffee. 

 

Ken does this work along with Val Hall as Joint Convenor of the Social and 

Fundraising Committee. Now is not the time to list all the things that this 

committee gets up to but it is the time to record that Ken has now decided to 

stand down and hand over some tasks to others. In all these tasks he has had 

the support of his wife Joyce. 

 

As a result of Ken’s commitment to Christ and to Christ Church in this and in so 

many other ways Ken was appointed as Elder Emeritus to Christ Church Port 

Sunlight at the end of 2016. Elder Emeritus is an honorary position with no 

specific responsibilities but in recognition of outstanding and selfless service. 
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Now is the time to take a rest and to let the next generation have their turn. The 

exclusiveness of this respect for an individual is endorsed by the fact that in the 

nearly 120 years of the existence of Christ Church Port Sunlight the only other 

person honoured in this way was George Wotton (1915 – 2002). 

 

Congratulations Ken, may you and your beloved wife Joyce have many more 

years here amongst us. Thanks for being here and may God bless you both.   

 

Reporting by Chris Maple 

 
 
 

SOCIAL AND FUNDRAISING CONVENOR 

As mentioned above, Ken Howell is retiring from the position of Social and 

Fundraising Convenor. Ken has asked me to take this on and I have willingly 

agreed, since I am involved already with the Cream Teas etc.  

It’s a willing hardcore of volunteers who make these fundraising events a success. 

However, we are always looking for more help and periodically we ask for 

volunteers for future events via the Church bulletin. It would be nice if during the 

2017 season of fund-raising and social events we could find a few more volunteers 

to help raise money for our Church and to have a great time socially. It’s always 

fun and the fellowship is fantastic. It doesn’t matter if you’ve never done it before, 

you’ll be made most welcome. If you require any further information, see me or ask 

one of the Elders. 

Regards 

Jim Tesseyman – Social and Fund Raising Convenor 

 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Keep up-to-date with events on Facebook: Christ Church Port Sunlight URC 

Twitter: @ccpsurc   Please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ us! 
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ELDERS AND ELDERSHIP  
IN THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

 
The nomination and ordination of lay members of the congregation is one of the 
distinct and distinctive features of the United Reformed Church in Great Britain. 
No other mainstream protestant denomination does this. It is considered by 
many both inside and outside the URC to be one of its greatest characteristics 
and sources of strength. Any member of the congregation can be nominated for 
this office and if elected by the Church Meeting will be ordained and inducted to 
serve on the Elders Meeting. So what is the purpose of the Elders Meeting?  

Purpose of the Elders Meeting 

The Basis of Union of the URC has the following to say about the role of Elders; 
“They ‘share with Ministers of the Word and Sacraments in the pastoral 
oversight and leadership of the local churches, taking counsel together in the 
Elders Meeting for the whole church. They are associated with Ministers in all 
the councils of the church. Elders promise at their ordination to accept the office 
of Elder of the United Reformed Church and promise to perform its duties 
faithfully.” 

Responsibilities of the Elders Meeting 

How do the Elders do this? Again the Basis of Union comes to our aid and lays 
down the following functions for the Elders and the Elders Meeting. 

1. to foster in the congregation concern for witness and service to the 
community, evangelism at home and abroad, Christian education, 
ecumenical action, local inter-church relations and the wider 
responsibilities of the whole church; 

2. to see that public worship is regularly offered and the sacraments are 
duly administered, and generally to promote the welfare of the 
congregation; 

3. to ensure pastoral care for the congregation, in which the elders are 
joined by the minister; 

4. to nominate from among its members a Church Secretary (or 
Secretaries), to be elected by the Church Meeting, to serve both the 
Church Meeting and the Elders Meeting; 

5. to arrange for pulpit supply in a vacancy; 

6. to keep the roll of members and lists of names of adherents and 
children attached to the congregation, and in consultation with the 
Church Meeting to maintain standards of membership and to advise 
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on the admission of members on profession of faith and by transfer, on 
the suspension of members, and on the removal of names from the 
roll; 

7. to be responsible for the institution and oversight of work among 
children and young people and of all organisations within the 
congregation; 

8. to call for the election of Elders and advise on the number required; 

9. to consider the suitability of any applicant for recognition as a 
candidate for the ministry, and to advise the Church Meeting about its 
recommendation to the synod; 

10. to recommend to the Church Meeting arrangements for the proper 
maintenance of buildings and general oversight of all financial 
responsibilities of the local church; 

11. to act on behalf of the Church Meeting and bring concerns to the wider 
councils of the United Reformed Church; 

12. to do such other things as may be necessary in pursuance of its 
responsibility for the common life of the church. 

Qualities of an Elder 

Who should be an Elder and what are the qualities required? Well, almost 
anybody can be an Elder. Here are some of the qualities that some of them may 
have. 

server diplomat administrator counsellor disciple 
nurturer exemplar peacemaker channel planner 
shepherd helper carer enabler initiator 
listener teacher overseer visionary outreacher 
sorter outer encourager manager communicator representative 

Christ Church is looking for new Elders right now. Elsewhere in this edition of 
The Magazine you will find details of the nomination process and the timetable. 
Even if Eldership is not your calling you may be able think of others in the 
congregation who would make good Elders. Please pray about it. 
 
Prepared by Chris Maple 
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Compiled by Chris Maple
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CHURCH ACCOUNTS FOR 2015 AND 2016 

 
At the recent Quarterly Church Meeting the annual accounts for the years of 
2015 and 2016 were presented. Here is a summary of those accounts: 
 
Income 2015 2016 
Church service offerings and direct giving £46,509 £43,881 
Donations £14,247 £12,012 
Wedding and Funeral Fees and Letting Fees  £18,751 £20,125 
Cream teas, concerts and other fund raising 
events 

£7,148 £8,303 

Other Income £1,062 £1,107 
Total Income £87,716 £85,427 
 
 

  

Expenditure 2015 2016 
Church worship and Ministry (including Manse) £45,497 £48, 762 
Church running costs £17,553 £17,712 
Church Hall running costs £3,078 £4,678 
Insurances £8,359 £9,045 
Administrator £4,992 £4,992 
Printing, postage and stationery £3,109 £2,467 
Other Expenses £3,996 £5,224 
Total Expenses £86,584 £92,881 
Surplus/Deficit £1,132 

(surplus) 
£7,453 

(deficit) 
 

 
Funds 2015 2016 
General Funds of the church £24,957 £19,697 
Restricted Funds of the church £34,252 £34,828 
Total Funds of the church £59,209 £54,525 

 
 

The total cost of running Christ Church URC Port Sunlight is nearly 
£2,000 a week. 

 
 
Reporting by Chris Maple 
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FABRIC REPORT FEBRUARY 2017  

I have started to keep a log of things that require attention in the church and 
hope to address these in some sort of priority. 

1, The wood block floor in the choir vestry has several loose floor blocks, some 
quite pronounced which are a trip hazard. My intention is to get these re-fixed 
before the 1st cream tea when the footfall is really heavy. 

I have already started on the relaying of the wood blocks which are a trip hazard, 
The really loose and dangerous ones near to the entrance door and step have 

been re-laid. 

The next area is a group in the centre of the choir vestry which I hope to tackle 
this coming week. 

2, Various light bulbs need replacing. 6 candelabra, 3 in the vestry ceiling, 1 in 
the Ministers room, 1 in the porch by the vestry. It would be a good idea, 
especially in the vestry, if as each bulb blew, we replaced it with an equivalent 
LED, as once they are all changed they last for years. 

I note that the candelabra bulbs I had identified have been replaced. 

3, Move letter box nearer to Lych Gate. Water getting into the letter box.  

Ted Austin and I have re-located the letter box nearer to the lych gate so it would 
sit under the edge of the roof on the lych gate to provide extra shelter from the 
elements. We also added an additional roofing felt top cover and sealed the 
holes where the fixing bolts go through the casing. A possible entrance for rain 
water? 

4, The wheelchair ramps need replacing. They are now in a seriously bad 
condition and have been repaired several times. I’ve looked at some options 
which I shall now expand on. 

Permission required to source new ones if you are all agreeable. 

A new set of wheelchair ramps has been purchased and are now in use. These 
are Aluminium with a Non Slip surface. No doubt some of you will have seen 
them. 

5, We need signage to indicate where the baby changing facilities are. 
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These need to be clearly visible from some distance. I’ll get some hi viz signage 
(Baby Changing Facilities), (Disabled Toilet Access) & (Toilets) so that it’s easy 
to see where the facilities are and affix to the woodwork above the curtains by 
the disabled toilet. 

Signage is required for baby changing facilities and disabled toilets. I have 
purchased the correct signage for the above. 

Jim Tesseyman 

 
 

ELDERS AND ELDERSHIP  
IN CHRIST CHURCH PORT SUNLIGHT 

 
Here at Christ Church we have twelve Serving Elders. They meet each month 
and at other times usually with the Minister to carry out the roles and 
responsibilities of the Elders Meeting. There is an article about what Elders do 
elsewhere in this edition of The Magazine. The Serving Elders that we have at 
present are 

Brian Jones  Chris Maple  Jim Tesseyman 
John Lindsay  June Berry  Lisa Scott 
Maureen Jones  Samantha Hawkes Shelley Hayes 
Sue Frowe  Val Hall   Val Young 
 

Normally each Elder is elected for a period of three years. At the end of that 
period they retire and are eligible to be elected again if nominated. Retiring at 
the Church Annual General Meeting in May of this year will be  
 
 Brian Jones  John Lindsay  Maureen Jones 
 
All members of Christ Church are invited to nominate other members to serve 
as Elders. The process of nomination is very easy. Nomination forms will be 
available at the back of church and should be completed with the name of the 
person you wish to nominate and your own name and placed in the collecting 
box. Both names must be of people who are current Members of Christ Church 
Port Sunlight. These nominations will be considered by the Elders Meeting and 
those people with two or more nominations will be invited to allow their names 
to go forward to the next stage. Nominations will be open for the whole of the 
month of April and will close on Sunday 30th April 2017. It is important to 
nominate people as each person needs at least two separate nominations to be 
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eligible. It is not necessary to obtain the agreement of the person being 
nominated; this will be done at the next stage. Election will be by secret ballot 
or by affirmation depending on the number of people nominated. 
 
So all members are urged to give this matter their prayerful consideration and 
to nominate people who are passionate about their faith and compassionate 
about their fellows. 
 
Prepared by Chris Maple 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE AT CHRIST CHURCH 

The Elders established a Pastoral Care Working Group at the end of 2016 to 

consider how pastoral care could be improved. This group includes Reverend 

Ian Smith, Barrie Bradburn, Val Hall, June Berry, John Lindsay, Rosie Potter, 

Sue Frowe and Lisa Scott. The group has reflected on how pastoral care has 

been delivered in the past and how it could be delivered now and in the future 

in light of the fact that many of the congregation who provided pastoral care in 

the past are now in need of it themselves.  

We are a caring church and a lot of 'informal' pastoral care is already happening 

so we need to build on that foundation and strengthen it into a pastoral network 

within the church while recognising that we are all responsible for pastoral care 

within the church family. The next step to move forward is for a review to be 

carried out, which is in progress, looking at pastoral activities in the church, 

reflecting on pastoral needs of the congregation and considering how these 

activities can be linked into a network that fulfil these needs.  

If you are willing to get involved with pastoral care within Christ Church, please 

speak to Reverend Smith or one of the members of the working group. 

Lisa Scott 
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BOYS’ BRIGADE HQ / CHURCH HALL 

 
Meeting with:   Paul Harris: Chief Executive PSVT 

                Mike Paddock: Trust Architect 

Date:    Thursday 5th January 2017 

Those present:     Rev’d Ian Smith – Minister Christ Church 

             Val Hall         – Church Elder 

            Jim Tesseyman  – Church Elder 

This meeting was a follow-up to a meeting held on 23rd June 2016, when we 

discussed our concerns about changes and improvements that would be 

required to the BBHQ to make it work both as a Church Hall and a Headquarters 

for the Boys’ Brigade. 

 

The meeting went very well and Mike Paddock, the Trust Architect, listened to 

our concerns and is intending to get back to us in due course, after looking at 

possible solutions to our queries. 

 

 As was mentioned in our initial meeting with Paul, disabled access was 

a major issue, particularly with the building being on split levels, 3 in 

total, and the requirement for access to a toilet for a disabled person 

from all levels. 

 From the entrance area to the lower level where there is a pronounced 

step down, we could use a fold-up ramp for wheelchair access. 

 Access to the upper level is via a narrow but short flight of stairs, but not 

accessible with a wheelchair. 

 Additional external lighting around the building would be required, 

especially during the winter months. 

 There is a tree on the Dell side which needs cutting back quite severely 

as it currently touches the roof and could damage the building. 

 The kitchen area and the relocation of the cooker from the church hall 

would not appear to present a great problem, but we would need an 

extractor fan fitted over the cooker and some additional work surface 

especially for preparation of food for church events etc. 



20 
 

 

To sum up, the meeting seemed very positive and Paul Harris and Mike 

Paddock seemed very keen that we should achieve the best outcome for us and 

make it work. 

 

I did remind Paul that before any significant spending was undertaken to achieve 

our aims a survey would be required to check on the structural integrity of the 

building, particularly the roof area where water may get in. 

For the time being we are in the hands of the Trust and they will get back to us 

in due course. 

Since this meeting was held, the Architect has visited the BBHQ again, 

presumably to recheck some information which I imagine would form the basis 

of a scheme. We await further contact from the Trust but presumably things are 

being progressed. 

 

Report produced by Jim Tesseyman 

 

THE URC PAST CASE REVIEW PROCESS 

A TIME TO ACKNOWLEDGE PAST ABUSES,  

SHOW CHRISTIAN LOVE 

AND BUILD A STRONGER, SAFER CHURCH COMMUNITY 
 
 
The United Reformed Church has set up a Past Case Review and is now 
inviting anyone with concerns about the behaviour or conduct of anyone 
affiliated with the URC since its formation in 1972 to raise them formally.  

Why is this happening and what does it mean for us? 

There is the highest level of public and political concern about past 
failings in the behaviour of national bodies which have resulted in past 
abuses being ignored or covered up.  A number of high profile cases involved 
national figures in positions of authority or influence who were found guilty of 
abusing their power, authority or celebrity status (such as Jimmy Saville and 
Rolf Harris), in particular involving the abuse of women and young people.  
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The churches have recognised that they have ignored evidence about past 
abuses.  Some church leaders have been found guilty, including a Scottish 
Cardinal and a former Anglican Bishop of Lewes.  The Pope has said that abuse 
of children was like "leprosy" infecting the Church, according to the Italian La 
Repubblica newspaper.  Pope Francis has strengthened the Vatican's laws 
against child abuse and has sought forgiveness from the victims of sexual abuse 
by priests.  Sadly, there have also been a few cases within the URC.   

Concern about abuse is now widespread around the world and several 
countries have established public enquiries.  The UK government’s 
Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse is investigating a wide range of 
institutions including local authorities, the police, the armed forces, schools, 
churches and mosques to consider the extent to which State and non-State 
institutions have failed in their duty of care to protect children from sexual abuse 
and exploitation; to consider the steps which it is necessary for State and non-
State institutions to take in order to protect children from such abuse in future; 
and to publish a report with recommendations.  

All the UK churches are reviewing their own files and past practices 
concerning all forms of abuse.  A consistent finding is that mistreatment is 
usually associated with abuse of power by people exercising authority.  
Examining these cases has therefore inevitably led churches to explore the 
ways in which power is used and abused within the church and, in particular, 
the concept of spiritual abuse, meaning the use of spiritual authority or The Bible 
by an ordained or lay church leader to coerce, intimidate or ill-treat people, not 
only physically but also emotionally and spiritually. 

The URC has established a formal process to receive, evaluate and 
respond to any allegations involving ordained ministers and also lay 
church leaders.  All churches are being asked to draw this to the attention of 
congregations.  A brochure (explaining the process in detail) and a poster are 
available (www.urc.org.uk/past-case-review).  A team of independent people 
will respond to the allegations and provide support to all involved. 

What happens next? 

Past and present members of local congregations are now being given the 
opportunity to raise any concerns about past physical, sexual, emotional 
and spiritual abuse.  If a disclosure is made in a local church context, the 
person who wishes to disclose will be put in touch with the Past Case Review 
team. There will be no pressure on people to disclose, but should they want to, 

http://www.urc.org.uk/past-case-review


22 
 

 

there is a clear process in place which has been authorised by General 
Assembly. 

If an issue of concern about past abuse is raised in a particular local 
congregation, this can provoke strong emotional reactions and upset. If it 
becomes public, there may be contrary opinions, shock, outrage, denial and 
deep hurt.  We trust that God will guide us and grant us wisdom, sensitivity and 
open minds as it progresses. 

Anybody from our church who wishes to talk over a concern can speak 
with the Minister, their Elder or Safeguarding lead.  You can also contact the 
Past Case Review team direct, no matter who you are or what your question, by 
sending an email to pastcase.review@urc.org.uk . 

The URC and our own local church aim to be an open, respectful and 
trusted community, guided by Christian love and respecting the humanity 
of all involved.  We know this does not work perfectly; people do get hurt in 
churches and serious abuse does happen.  This process enables us to hear and 
respond to deep hurts, which may have been nursed for many years.  The 
process of talking, listening respecting and apologising can be healing and 
should help us to be stronger communities. 

The website is full of information and resources, including a wide range of 
counselling services: www.urc.org.uk/images/PCR/PCR-docs/Past-Case-
Review-Brochure-10-09-2016.pdf.  

We pray that as the process works its way through, we will see the love of God 
at work, that our churches will become safer spaces for worship and fellowship, 
and that we will be able to care for each other in Christian respect and 
compassion.  

With thanks to David N Jones, Elder, Abington Avenue URC   

Submitted by Samantha Hawkes 

 

 

mailto:pastcase.review@urc.org.uk
http://www.urc.org.uk/images/PCR/PCR-docs/Past-Case-Review-Brochure-10-09-2016.pdf
http://www.urc.org.uk/images/PCR/PCR-docs/Past-Case-Review-Brochure-10-09-2016.pdf
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WEDDINGS 

Please uphold in prayer the following couples, as they begin their married lives 

together: 

February 

Emma Barzu and James Nze 

Heather Page and Peter  Conway 

 

March 

Kristi Tomkins and Michael Banner 

 

 

 

 

 

BAPTISMS 

The following children were baptized recently at Christ Church.  We remember 

the parents, god-parents and the children themselves in our prayers. 

 
February 

Beatrix Millie McMillan 

Freddie Denton Bedford 

Freddie Karl Cockbain 

Harriet Victoria Grace Doolan 

Martha Evelyn McKay 

Darcey Roberts 

 

March 

Daisy Olivia Lewis 

Bellatrix Nancy Jacqueline Leyland 

Tilly May Whitby 

Phoebe Elizabeth Heath 

Molly Jayne Heath  
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FUNERALS AND INTERMENT OF ASHES 

 
In our prayers we give thanks for these folk and remember their loved ones in 

their grief that they may know the peace of God.  

 

February 

Sylvia Smith    aged 94 
Wilfred Wakefield   aged 95 

 

 

March 

Clara Anne Congdon  aged 80 

William Wilson    aged 71 

Marjorie Askew    aged 85 

Vera Jones    aged 90 

 

 

 

CARERS’ MEETING 

The Carers’ Meeting is held at 12.15pm for 12.30pm every third Tuesday in the 

month at Christ Church Community Centre, Kings Road, Higher Bebington. A 

sandwich lunch is provided free of charge. If you are a Carer then do come and 

join us – you will be made most welcome. 

Carol Wright, Carers’ Contact, Christ Church Port Sunlight. 
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MEETING TIMES OF OUR ORGANIZATIONS 

 
The Bellringers’ practice is held every Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Bell 

Tower. 

The Handbell Ringers’ practice is held every Tuesday at 7.15pm in Church. 

Boys’ Brigade meets in the BB Headquarters (BB HQ) in Bath Street.  

 Company Section meets every Friday at 6.15pm 

 Anchor Boys meet every Thursday at 6pm  

 Junior Section meets every Wednesday at 6.15pm 

The Choir practises every Thursday at 6.30pm in Church. 

The Elders meet every 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the BB HQ 

Men’s Fellowship meets every Wednesday at 2pm in the Church Hall 

Open House [closed until Easter] meets every Wednesday, 7-9pm in the 

Church Hall 

 

THE MAGAZINE BY POST 

If you would like to receive a copy of The Magazine regularly by post, please  
send:  

 your name, address, postcode and a contact phone number or 
email address  

 plus a cheque for £4.00 for 4 remaining issues in 2017 made payable 
to Christ Church Port Sunlight  to: 

 
 
Magazine Subscriptions 

31 Boundary Road 

Port Sunlight 

Wirral 

CH62 5ER 

(Please do not send coins by post). 

 

 

OR  

 

Put the correct amount of cash (or 

cheque) in a sealed envelope, 

addressed to ‘Magazine 

Subscriptions’ and hand in to a 

Church Elder or Steward.  
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CONTACTS * = Serving Elder  

 
Christ Church URC 

Church Drive, Port Sunlight, Wirral, CH62 5EF 
 

 

Minister  

 Rev Ian Smith 

 minister@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Baptismal Secretary 
*Sue Frowe 
 baptisms@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Bereavement Pastoral Care Assistant 
and Funeral Coordinator 
 

*Maureen Jones  

Boys’ Brigade Captain / Hall Lettings / 
Housekeeper 
 

*Val Hall  

Carers’ contact  Carol Wright  

Choirmaster 
 Jonathan Bowden     
  choir@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Secretary 
*Samantha Hawkes 
  sec@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Church Treasurer 
*John Lindsay 
  treasurer@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Fabric Committee Convenor (acting) 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 

 

Flowers / Church Bookings *June Berry  

Magazine editor 
 Jan Burrell / Rosie Potter 
 magazine@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship Leader  David Peacock  

Organist  
 Jonathan Bowden     
 organist@ccpsurc.info  
 

 

Pulpit Supply / Elders’ Rota *Lisa Scott  

Readers’ Rota *Sue Frowe  

Serving Elder *Shelly Hayes   

Serving Elder *Brian Jones  

mailto:minister@ccpsurc.info
mailto:baptisms@ccpsurc.info
mailto:choir@ccpsurc.info
mailto:sec@ccpsurc.info
mailto:treasurer@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
mailto:organist@ccpsurc.info
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Serving Elder *Chris Maple  

Social and Fundraising Convenor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
   

Stewards’ Coordinator *Val Young  

Sunday Worship Club Leader 

*Samantha Hawkes 

  swc@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Synod Representative *Lisa Scott  

Tower Captain (Bellringers) 
 David Hocker 
 bells@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

 
Webmaster 

 Peter Humphreys 
 web@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weddings and Funerals Administrator 
 Rachael Hardcastle 
 weddings@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Weekly Bulletin Editor 
*Jim Tesseyman 
 bulletin@ccpsurc.info 
 

 

Editorial Team: Jan Burrell and Rosie Potter 

Items for the next issue should be handed in as soon as possible, and 

NO LATER THAN Sunday 7th May 2017 

 

Articles, letters, requests etc. may be emailed to magazine@ccpsurc.info 

or handed in to a church elder. 

The Magazine is also available, in colour, on our website at 
http://www.ccpsurc.info/ 

 
We regret that we cannot include adverts or any promotional material for 

events not associated with Christ Church Port Sunlight. 
 

Hymns reproduced under CCLI Licence Number 214840 

Opinions do not necessarily reflect the official policy of Christ Church URC 

Port Sunlight or the United Reformed Church 

Copyright for all photographs in The Magazine belongs to Christ Church 

Port Sunlight URC, unless otherwise stated 

 

 

mailto:swc@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bells@ccpsurc.info
mailto:web@ccpsurc.info
mailto:weddings@ccpsurc.info
mailto:bulletin@ccpsurc.info
mailto:magazine@ccpsurc.info
http://www.ccpsurc.info/
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APRIL SERVICES 

Sunday 
2 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service Communion 

2 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Friday 
7 10:00 am Revd Ian Smith Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 
9 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith PARADE - PALM SUNDAY 

9 2:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Baptism 

9 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Thursday 
13 7:00 pm Revd Ian Smith MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Friday 
14 10:30 am Revd Anne Bedford GOOD FRIDAY 

Sunday 
16 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith 

Morning Service –  
EASTER SUNDAY 

16 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith 
Afternoon Service 
Communion 

Sunday 
23 10:30 am Revd Peter Beaman Morning Service 

23 2:00 pm  - Scout Service 

Sunday 
30 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

30 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

MAY SERVICES 

Friday 
5 10:30 am Revd Richard Hambly Friday Communion Service 

Sunday 
7 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service Communion 

7 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
14 10:30 am Revd Richard Hambly Morning Service 

14 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Afternoon Service 

Sunday 
21 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

21 2:00 pm Revd Ian Smith Baptism 

21 3:00 pm Revd Ian Smith 
Afternoon Service 
Communion 

Sunday 
28 10:30 am Revd Ian Smith Morning Service 

28 3:00 pm John Lindsay Afternoon Service 

THE LAST WORD – Luke 24: 6-7 

He is not here; he has risen!  
Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  
‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men,  

be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ 


